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Abstract

Scalp laceration is a common contaminated wound. Hair and scalp cleaning after wound
management may enhance satisfaction among traumatic persons, but can have negative
side effects on infection and wound healing. The purpose of this quasi-experimental research
was to determine the effects of hair and scalp cleaning after wound management on
satisfaction, infection, and wound healing among traumatized persons with scalp laceration.

This study was a quasi-experimental research. The samples were traumatized persons
with scalp laceration. Purposive sampling was used to recruit 90 samples from Maharaj Nakorn
Chiang Mai Hospital. Data collection was done between April and October, 2015. Simple
random sampling was applied to assign the samples into either the control or treatment
group. There were 45 participants in each group. The control group received standard care
whereas the treatment received hair and scalp cleaning after wound management.

Instruments used in this study were categorized as follows: 1) research instruments:
hair and scalp cleaning equipment, 4% chlorhexidine gluconate, shampoo, and a hair and
scalp cleaning manual 2) data collection instruments: a demographic data recording form,
a satisfaction questionnaire, a wound infection recording form according to the criteria for
diagnosis of wound infection (Center for Disease Control and Prevention [CDC], 2014), and
a wound healing record form. All of the data collection instruments were developed by the

researcher based on the reviewed literature and their qualities were checked by experts.
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The Mann-Whitney U test and the Chi-squared test were used to analyze the data.

The results of this study were as follows:

1. The treatment group had satisfaction levels (Mdn = 4) statistically significantly higher
than that of the control group (Mdn = 3) (p < .001, U = 260, r = 7.10);

2. Both of the treatment group and the control group had no wound infection; and

3. Prevalence of the treatment group (77.78% [35/45]) was not statistically significantly
different from that of the control group (84.44% [38/45])

Results from this study showed that proper hair and scalp cleaning after wound

management enhances satisfaction yet has no effect on wound infection and wound healing.

Therefore, this intervention should be integrated into caring for traumatized persons with

scalp laceration to improve the quality of care at emergency departments.

Key word: Hair and Scalp Cleaning after Wound Management, Satisfaction, Wound Infection,

Wound Healing, Traumatized Persons with Scalp Laceration
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