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Practices of End-of-life Care Pedliatric Patients and
Related Factors Among Emergency Nurses

Abstract

End-of-life care for pediatric patients is accepted as an important role that nurses
must provide. However, it was found that emergency nurses provide little care for
pediatric patients. This descriptive correlational research aimed to study the practice
of pediatric end-of-life care and related factors among emergency nurses. The sample,
selected by multi stage random sampling consisted of 119 emergency nurses who work
at six hospitals, including secondary, tertiary and university hospitals in the upper north
region of Thailand. The research instruments consisted of (1) the Practices of Pediatric
End-of-life Care Questionnaire (2) the Knowledge of Pediatric End-of-life Care
Questionnaire and (3) the Attitude Toward Pediatric End-of-life Care Questionnaire. Data
were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Spearman correlation and Pearson correlation.

The results of the study were:

1. The emergency nurses had knowledge and practices of pediatric end-of-life
care at a middle level of 52.94% and 64.71% respectively and had a good attitude
toward pediatric end-of-life care of 81.51%.

2. Regarding related factors, knowledge was found to be positively correlated
with the practices of pediatric end-of-life care at a low level (r = 0.26, p < 0.01). Attitude
was found to be positively correlated with the practices of pediatric end-of-life care
at a moderate level (r = 0.31, p < 0.01).

The findings of the study indicate that knowledge and attitude are associated
with the practices of pediatric end-of-life care among emergency nurses. This information
can be used to enhance nurses’ knowledge and good attitude to further provide
effective end-of-life care for pediatric patients in emergency units. The findings of the
study indicate that knowledge and attitude are associated with the practices of pediatric
end-of-life care among emergency nurses. This information can be used to enhance
nurses’ knowledge and good attitude to further provide effective end-of-life care for

pediatric patients in emergency units.

Key words: Practices for end-of-life Care Pediatric Patients, Knowledge of end-of-life

Care Attitudes Towards end-of-life Care Emergency Nurses, End-of-life Pediatric Patients
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