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Abstract

The nursing process is a tool for all nurses in the nurses use to care patients. Thus, nurses
will practice to follow the nursing process based on knowledge and attitude of them toward
the nursing process. The purposes of this descriptive research were to describe the level of
knowledge, attitude, and practice in nursing process as perceived by nurses, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic and to examine the relationships between those three variables. The
participants were 332 nurses working in wards recruited by using multi-stage random sampling
method. The research instruments were questionnaires composing of: 1) demographic data,
2) the knowledge about nursing process, 3) attitude toward the nursing process, and 4) practice
to follow the nursing process. The reliability of knowledge about the nursing process
questionnaire was tested by using the Kuder-Richardson 20 method was .81. Cronbach’ s alpha
reliability coefficient was used to test the attitude toward the nursing process and practice to
follow the nursing process questionnaires at .83 and .82 respectively.

Data collection were done by mailing all research questionnaires to the study participants.
The questionnaire response rate was 97.59 percent. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics,
Spearman rank correlation and Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.

The results of study revealed that The knowledge of nurses in Lao People’s Democratic
Republic about the nursing process was at moderate level ( x = 12.24, SD = 2.13). Nurses’
attitude toward the nursing process was at high level ( x = 3.41, SD = .27). Nurses’ practiced
to follow the nursing process was at high level ( x= 3.44, SD = .14). The knowledge about
nursing process, attitude toward the nursing process were positively correlated with practice
to follow the nursing process at a statistically significant (r = .12, p < .05; r = .14, p < .01).

The result of this study can be used as the basic data for nursing administrators to develop
the nursing team by promoting the use of the nursing process within the practice and for other

further study of nursing process implementation.

Key word: Knowledge, Attitude, Practice in Nursing Process
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