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Filth in Rice Products Marketed
in Bangkok Metropolitan Region

Kuntong Pednog Kokeiat Sarttarin and Kanogwan Toonsakool
Bureau of Quality and Safety of Food, Department of Medical Sciences, Tiwanond Road, Nonthaburi 11000
Thailand

Abstract Thai rice is mostly imported to the United States of America where requirements for light
filth in food products are issued. This study was to examine the light filth in 150 rice samples, consisting
of 75 samples sealed in plastic bags and 75 samples divided for sale. Living insects as determined by
visual examination were found in 3 and 19 of sealed and unsealed samples, respectively. In addition,
microscopic examination revealed that insect fragments of more than 225 pieces were found in 1 (1.33%)
and 22 (29.33%) sealed and unsealed samples, respectively. Our study showed that numbers of all
types of light filth found in sealed samples were significantly different (p<0.05), as calculated by Xz— test,
from those found in unsealed samples. Our findings indicated that restricted regulations on hygiene
and manufacturing for food products should be considered for improvement of Thai rice production. Moreover,

the data could be useful for regulators to define standard criteria in the future.

Keywords: Filth, Rice
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