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AMsMudauaIWIsiaaaiaziinuie Plate count
agar (PCA) uaz Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) agar
ﬁm%’umsmm’il,mwﬁaim’magauw%s‘fﬁgwam
Twhuazinuia

Ysand udnds  uazaidns 330
aninaamWuazaNNUaaa e8I NSNINGMNFTATIITUNNE DUUGIIUUK YUNYF 11000

UNAREa mim‘mﬁmeﬁﬁwmuf\;auwf’ss‘fﬁv’wumiuﬁwLLazﬁgﬂuﬁq ¢eA5 pour plate MINITONDWBININTFIU
sna Muuaamsiasadeildlumsanaiesziliuaesiia mardefiiansanmsinn wu plate count agar (PCA)
waziiansemsiiae iy Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) agar Tosildauuzihhensiasdanioniansenssmdu
m‘wﬁiyL&U‘[mawﬁuw?ﬁﬁamwiﬁmiﬁuvjmaﬁmmﬁmﬂﬁ'f«hmu‘[ﬂ‘[aﬂuumumwﬁamﬂmhmmilﬁyﬁm%aﬁﬁ
m‘é’rin‘lﬁ’]iu"lﬂﬂ’j’]LLGilﬁJﬁﬁ”liﬁu‘ldl,‘ﬁaﬁU"lﬂL%U miﬁﬂmsluﬂ%gqfrﬁi’mqﬂizmﬁl,ﬁ'amuaaummil,?;’ﬂm%wa PCA uaz
R2A agar ImﬂuﬁzmLﬁﬂuﬁwuauaﬁuw%ﬁ"lufﬂuazﬁwLL%qﬁm%tyuumm'ngmL%”aﬁqaawﬁm Toelddrethaiuas
iudsiidinsaiensiluienfiamseasdninaamnuazenutanadoams ssniedl w.a. 2555 89 w.. 2557
10w 360 deee waiudemnh 4 wiia Toun haalumousussaiitieatin 6o daghe 1how 60 G 1h
1% 60 fhaee 1ENUAIPINTEY 120 GaBe wazthude 60 hathe asalansinuudunidlosldis pour
plate ﬁ'aﬂmmitﬁyml,%ya PCA wl3suisunu R2A agar Lté'm'w?'i 35 avrnmalded Wuna 48 %’a‘[m Lﬁaf\huunwa
m’sﬂmﬁamﬁaqﬁuw%ﬁtﬂu 3 52AUAD 1 - 1,000 CFU/#ad8a5 1,001 - 100,000 CFU/{adaas wazannnm
100,000 CFU/fiaddns wushathuhnnaiannszdumaluiioufiinnudunidadsisnaldann R2A agar
WnNNE@aEn PCA agNNlgdany (P < 0.05) uarliinSaULTEUMSNSE LY BN AT LW YBIRINSLAEN
Honanedoduiseandmsusiy (Coefficient of variation) wuhuamsiusulalaiian R2A agar §ms
nszNgvasdayataandayarad PCA dutrethahuislimedsusssnnulalaiifidinaldann ReA agar
fiszumsuuidiousnnnii 1,000 CFU/diadaas snnnhaiadsann PCA aeheiitiedhdry (P<0.05) uaziiendulszans
msulsudaand uafissdumatudiou 1 8 1,000 CFU/f0daas wusindszasinnugdunidliuandieann
Amasfieuinlaann PCA aeghefiadday (P < 0.05) wasiimduussansmsudsiulndifeaiu uanei R2A agar
ﬁmam'iﬁ'mhmuaﬁuw%ﬁﬁﬁniﬂuﬁaaﬁhmﬂﬁﬁm aniuluthudaiisedumsuudou 1 89 1,000 CFU /403805
NNMIMUEBUHE L R2A agar L‘fJumm’sLﬁymL%ya'ﬁ'mm'ﬁnﬁmﬂiﬂumimaﬁmeﬁﬁﬂmuf\;auwﬁﬁv’wm
Tuhuazihudieenedd pour plate Wavhmsuumnzdad s5 sswaded dune s Fluale
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UNU

Heterotrophic plate count (HPC) ﬁa?%'mimnﬁuﬁmmq§uw%'z‘fﬂf:ju Heterotrophs Tuin
wialluignganiulaamluda Standard plate count (SPC) 9aun3dlungu Heterotrophs nduuaiiiie
a6 wars endeasdunsdgasuau (organic carbon) Wusmslumsasativle mMsasatuduu

a o A o T g aa o a < ORI a0 & a a
FaunsgusauuaiiGelnnduisnagaumegaiiinenandunaniny sansaldiludayanvaUszansnmw
PBINFEUIUNFIANINUILAA wumsudnilszlh wasaatsdanulasadszaahimuldnugs uas

Y A a

diyaunidluilounaneziia anadianudazaaanalsnlzUuagas lunaralssmainsnivueanuiu

9

aundgnanuallumnaspuhudlae iudetidumengnevdafhudauunhdugudnvusanuazan
29 3‘5n1’5m5nm1ﬂ%u1mﬁwuauqﬁuw%ﬂ'ﬂzﬁwm’[uﬁ%ﬁwmﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂuﬁ'umn @8 75 pour plate Na§aU
TosTuadmathuhiissduanuidansiidasmsaslunumsife manmadsadonaniudassliidiu
w3l undedh nnthuhllinmnade duinulalaiuezsenuws udiduannssdedmsy
msmnﬂ'uﬂ%mmqaum?ﬂuﬁwﬁmi% pour plate ssq’lﬁ"lﬁmmslﬁwﬁya Plate count agar (PCA)
donlaiimsihiauaamsideadoniinlua #a Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) agar uazddauuzihnasianie
Afimsavnsdmiumssadulanasduniding udliiimsiuyieasinadu wu PCA aslvinnulalail
vz hawnsidendeiiimsemstesnt ualimsunimednaidu Wy R2A agar uas
#un5018181935 pour plate, spread plate uaz membrane filter® ﬁmﬂﬁﬁamﬁmaﬁmeﬁfmm
diingumnuazanuaaadsems (aan.) nswinmeaasmsuwng umisnumaizilivins
anvinnsidaddditnesuinuads uasmansanlumsenIienzinnNemmeday TN
Tunugdunds wernnamanidussennsidaifa R2A agar Gasmslinugdunddiannn 3aldm
madnwiianugay (verification) a1vnalasuda ReA agar dwduuiuldlumsenaiensisn
qaunddludeinhuazinuds wazmamuauaumminiildluiesljidmamegedainm Taeldmath
Wuazihuieiidensaiivasfiams ane. ¢33 pour plate 7l 35 ssewaidoa (Huna 48 #lug
TeawSsuiisunu PCA agar

28819

ﬁmazfmﬁqﬁlﬁ%’umﬂﬁdmm%’g waTlaNTU (AANAN W.A. 2555 DNNUENEU W.A. 2557) S
ishuedasnsasluiasfidmanu 360 daaehe winfhuhaulummusussaiitloain S 6o Gt
ey Wy hanshueiasnsani haxanndinay Wuduy 1y 60 Meaths 1hlFlumsudaamsuas
1 119U 60 §8ENT WENULAZBINTBY 1Y 120 HIDENT UAZINUHN T 60 FrBEN
Tanaunsal

(apsiihmede wise wiawiulalail PzLAEaYULEY Qjamwm%ya gausau LASBaHENENTazaNY
winataenuiunse- e éwqﬁwttuumquqmwgﬁ LA3paufnIawaadn LLazﬂ’aqﬁﬁuﬂuﬁu 7 U
aa daudnas uau
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awstasdauazarsall

Wsiaede laud plate count agar (PCA) uas R2A agar ﬁﬁgmmmanmiﬁwﬁq(”

5.0d loun 70% temuaa warasaraadBsuEaaN (diluent) lown butterfield’s phosphate
buffered-dilution water (PBS)

MIATINIATIENR

YuwedmedaGuay (11@aa9) wazmagnidiaaneais PBS fis¢AuanNt@aand 1:10, 1:100
uaz 1: 1,000 tia Iiannsamnauugduniglanssaumstuitau 3 s¢6u @a 1 - 1,000, 1,001 - 100,000
waraNN 100,000 CFU/H9da05 seauar 1 Aaaans Ualdaslunumnzaszauanauiaaeas 4 v

g o an g oA 4w

W2 D1MS PCA waz R2A agar 12 - 15 §88a05 MOUWILEDBIN8E 2 MUWILTDADIZAUANN
<~ L ] dy d%’ Y v w 3 tg’ v Y < L v a d%’ = Vv 12! é’
W wanaagNuazaImstas iy aefislildiiuuied udrmdnanumiziednduniliy

UNINIZPDN 35 + 1 aFN@alded WY 48 + 3 13N Hunulalafiuunuwz@a MUNULEEENIUNS

v
a o & YV

Nnudunsdnvnaiy CFU/faddns 8198938Msnadauduniugdunsgnn Standard Method for

the Examination of Water and Wastewater®

NIMIUANADNIN
#3298 UANNUNANNTDUBIIMSEBNED azaeansuidaa wazgunsalnldlunsesa
ez laun Nuwnzde wazlile NNANNIMMTMeday waLIATILHAIBENTIND 10% YBIAIDEN

Aa 4 < Y A v H v J (o 1 v @ U a'qo' o 1 P I a 4
MILAIICY WIDDINMIDENUBENTI 10 MIDUNODIU 11/1'31,@]3'13%‘21'] 1 MIBENYNANNTINITIAIITH

MNATIZRHAN D
wsraumstudlawwasinnugdunidnasguuannsidsaialuudssaiindiadeanily 3 szau
@@ 1 - 1,000, 1,001 - 100,000 WALAINNI 100,000 CFU/Hadans ulasaan CFU {u logio CFU
v a ¢ aa ° ¥ oo a o v @ a &£
TFwnnfiwasmeadalumsann laun minde (average) Aideaiuuinasgiu (SD) mspaazaniszand
paamaulsin (CV)® wWisuifisumsnssnedayaneuaaasaduly wazldaddnasauanuuaneyas
ALRdY one-tail Paired t-test Nszauilaaany 0.05 (P<0.05; t-test)™

A1)

HaNMInIIENANIUgaUNIINmaaluhuazinuieiuu 360 Mpee 01838 pour plate
UN2IMNILAENED 2 olla A PCA uas R2A agar Fudsszaumstudou 3 seau wuhdunugdunig

o

ennulann R2A agar nnszaumsduidauimmadsmnnnhaumdeiaunldnn PCA sdnivaddn

o

a

MNad& (P < 0.05; t-test) wazmInsznewesdayawansmaaauan R2A agar flen3naazyaduiszand
apamautlsiiu (%CV) dosnidayaiildann PCA Tunnszdumstuiiou duaaslumsad 1
ilauamuszian Aadaethaih S1uau 300 Fragh wazthude 60 Fathe wudathuhismae
Punugdunididnaldnn ReA agar nnssdumatuidiausnnahinnugdunididnaldnn PCA
agNAdsE AN INEDa (P < 0.05; t-test) u,a::ﬁmsﬂszmﬂwmﬁagawamsmaauﬁaaﬂ'jwﬁayaﬁlﬁmﬂ
PCA drudmsthuhudsliamasaasinulalailisnnaldan ReA agar fistdumsuuiiausnnni
1,000 CFU/iiadans annnieuadsan PCA aehefitfeddy (P < 0.05) uaziednuszanimsudsniu
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v 1 llﬂ' QJ lgl =< a aa J lﬂl o a = |} 1 1 Aﬂ'
uagnNN weanszaumsduilau 1 o9 1,000 CFU/4@a8ans WUﬂ'lLQﬂEI?I?NQ'\H’JUR}IauVIiEﬂNLLGlﬂGI'l\‘ﬁ]'lﬂﬂ'lLﬂaﬂ

o w a

dﬂ' i vV 1 = W a o L = l:( Ql Y o Ql
Amwnalean PCA aghaditiaaranmeada (P < 0.05) wazimandsednsmsuuseulnatpeany

o

v
o S Y

3N 1 MslSauiisunamseneNzFnnLgaunidnmse ludatnhuaznunuuemsLaee
R2A agar uaz PCA uisemnuszaumsduidou 3 szau

rHAAZUIUAIDENS madn sedumsihuiou
1-1,000 CFU/adans | 1,001-100,000 CFU/iaaans >100,000 CFU/adans
PCA ’ R2A PCA ‘ R2A PCA ‘ R2A
111300 §10614 n 177 102 21
range 1-800 ‘ 1-1,000 230-130,000 ‘ 1,080-96,000 | 12,000-1,800,000 ‘ 120,000-2,100,000
wifaswariu Log,, CFU/mI
range 0-2.90 0-3 2.36-5.11 3.03-4.98 4.08-6.26 5.08-6.32
Mean 1.39 1.55 3.80 4.07 5.18 5.52
sp' 0.79 0.77 0.66 0.58 0.65 0.43
%CV’ 56.48 4951 17.44 14.23 12.49 7.80
t-test p<0.05, P=6.9x10" p<0.05, P=5.5x10" p<0.05, P=7.1x10"
1uisa 60§61 n 14 36 10
range 1-960 1-44 900-64,000 | 1,100-95,000 | 26,000-1,200,000 | 190,000-1,200,000
wlaswaiiu Log,, CFU/MI
range 0-2.98 0-2.87 2.95-4.81 3.04-4.98 441-6.08 5.28-6.08
Mean 1.61 1.62 3.63 3.76 535 5.75
SD 0.93 0.95 0.54 0.54 0.63 031
%CV 57.85 58.74 14.88 14.35 11.81 539
t-test p>0.05, P=0.44 P<0.05, P=0.003 p<0.05, P=0.01
59T auA 360 F90610 | n 191 138 31
range 1-960 1-1,000 230-130,000 | 1,080-96,000 | 12,000-1,800,000 | 120,000-2,100,000
mlawaiu Log,, CFU/MI
range 0-2.98 0-3 2.36-5.11 3.03-4.98 4.08-6.26 5.08-6.32
Mean 141 1.55 375 3.99 523 5.59
SD' 0.80 0.78 0.63 0.58 0.64 0.41
%CV’ 56.60 50.12 16.91 14.62 12.17 7.24
t-test p<0.05, P=1.3x10 " p<0.05, P=1.6x10" p<0.05, P=3.2x10"

'SD 111809 ANDeULUIATTIU (standard deviation)

\ 3 a Q‘{ @
*0,CV 1INeDe mTevazdulsz@nsveansus i (%coefficient of variation)

Waudsiag iy 4 #iia fa ihanlumzuzussyiasin (n = 60) AN WY WANKIULATD

Asaah aNnEENY Wueu (n = 60) W lFlumsuanemnsuasin (n = 60) WALIENULATEINTDI
(n = 120) wudmaehannnziie nnszaumsiudlauidnugdunidiaunlaan R2A agar wasnn
nugdunsgnannaldnn PCA atniidaadgneadd (P < 0.05) uazmansznguasdayananmaaau

J L = { 4 1 §
90 R2A agar danduuszandmsulsiuipanidayanlaann PCA
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I 2 M5UTBUIEURENITNTINIATIEHIIUIUAUNTENINNATILUN M NUTELANYBIEIDEININ

UUDIMSLaENEe R2A agar waz PCA wismuszaumsiudau s szau

rHanazd I maan sydumsthuifon
feeg 11,000 CFU/Iaaans 1,001-100,000 CFU/iiadans >100,000 CFU/iladans
PCA ‘ R2A PCA ‘ R2A PCA ‘ R2A
hduTun e n 10 41 9
msqﬁﬂﬂaﬁw range 3-750 ‘ 6-690 520-110,000 ‘ 1,200-96,000 12,000-1,700,000 ‘ 120,000-1,900,000
60 A79619 utlasnaniiu Log,, CFU/MmI
range 0.48-2.84 0.78-2.84 2.72-5.04 3.08-4.98 4.08-6.23 5.08-6.28
Mean 1.85 1.98 3.92 418 5.06 5.32
sp' 0.69 0.63 0.65 0.59 0.56 0.38
%CV’ 37.32 31.72 16.54 14.16 10.96 7.18
t-test p<0.05, P=0.04 P<0.05, P=7.3x10" <0.05, P=0.03
vhiw 60 §e61 n 26 33 1
range 1-600 2-980 390-42,000 1,200-83,000 190,000 210,000
ulasnaniiu Log,, CFU/MmI
range 0-2.78 0.30-2.99 2.59-4.62 3.08-4.92
Mean 1.78 1.97 3.70 3.99
SD 0.84 0.78 0.55 0.51
%CV 4721 39.72 14.84 12.83
t-test P<0.05, P=0.004 P<0.05, P=8.8x10"
W lumsnaa n 24 25 11
oAz range 1-600 1-1,000 250-130,000 1,220-95,000 12,000-1,800,000 120,000-2,100,000
60 A708619 ulasnaniiu Log,, CFU/MmI
range 0-2.78 0-3 2.40-5.11 3.09-4.98 4.08-6.26 5.08-6.32
Mean 1.38 1.57 3.82 4.08 5.26 5.70
SD 0.81 0.78 0.77 0.61 0.75 0.42
%CV 59.06 49.68 20.22 14.98 14.34 7.42
t-test P<0.05, P=0.007 P<0.05, P=0.002 p<0.05, P=0.01
Vhsndeansed n 117 3
120 #1061 range 1-800 1-1,000 230-2,400 1,080-3,200
uasnaniiu Log,, CFU/mI
range 0-2.90 0-3 2.36-3.38 3.03-3.51
Mean 1.26 141 2.98 332
sp' 0.75 0.73 0.54 025
%CV* 59.68 51.87 1825 755
t-test P<0.05, P=3.1x10" P>0.05, P=0.25

'SD #1974 ANeuDUNIATIIN (standard deviation)

' o a @
*%,CV WiaNune sl evazdunlsza@ntueansutlsiu (%coefficient of variation)
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a 4
AU

Tagmluwasfuamsldonmsideadie PCA fiflsomsinniiaasamadunsdluihuazinuii

Y wa 5 & o ' o Y a oo a R < . .
MzauENTGrasIMsaBEaaIna I Iigaunsgnasylaadesiad (fast-growth microorganism)

a o a ol a v . . o A < .. o P

L%muﬂmwmgaumﬂmmm:lﬂm (slow-growth microorganism) #3NUIOLAU (injure) ¥3aLP380 (stressed)
s Limansandyudauiugdunidneiylasinned weenadensiienalinu wsaasa
wulunwizennenuiuase® wWernadw i lUaaFuRanuNHafIna UM IINLA 1IuaE
%’ < U 3 o 4 | a v o "V v a I 1 < dy LY
udamanuazgnin lWldnuniauiloanuii uadamwwedaumanzangdunidainannazainnsonlud

v < A o ' < a A a A ' & a Y ¥ a
lapganad wasiinnulussaznmaain madugdunidaiianannsonalsaamaluivld guilaa
a < 1 = a = ' a (% ol v ¥ H < a o & [ % = a:‘ly -:%’
M sUThe Ko aNUEENEABHAN AN LHNULaTINLIIUNMSHEN AIHUNMTARLEDNDIMISIAENLED

a < ¢ g = & a & a wa o a - v a ool v
QLa'ﬁ\lLLaZV\lu‘I{\JL‘Zfaa“lJ'lﬂL"i]‘lJﬁNL‘LI‘L!ENVI‘Waﬂﬂ{]ﬂ@lﬂﬁ‘iﬂjﬁu'ﬁﬂwg\nim’]LwaiﬁﬂﬂwaﬂjimijﬂjLﬂ'ﬁ']x‘l/i'ﬂgﬂ(ﬂEN

ReA agar Wuamsidsaidafignwanniulag Reasoner uas Geldreich ldm3uiiuinnuuunaiiGe
Tuhl#7shunszunums (treated potable water) R2A agar ifiuawnsidsadaiifiansensiios uazilath
iinfigamgiicasasnmnu Mansnssdumaniauasuuaiiefinian 1adu uasnuasadu (chorine
tolerant) twiwlu R2A agar i soluble starch fludutsznavlumshefiuymasinadu was sodium
pyruvate tesfuyizasiiedan ' Tusasfiamsidsndaiicsamann Wy PCA asatuayumsiaiay
yasuuaiiGeiwsaivlaldi® funadunanunuaiideiieiee wiawsyladfismsonulaluthiisy
nssums dsaaansadinanliuemmaseuludiegnhlosld ReA agar fduadsinnnidnny
Qauﬁz‘fﬁﬁwmmlﬁmﬂ PCA agnNiitladaynNada (P<0.05; t-test) daaaassnunadneuad Salvatore
Massa wazamz™” Muisuiisy PCA waz R2A agar °1umﬁmﬁzﬁﬁhmuﬁgauw%ﬂ’lufwu,i'ﬁﬁmnﬁ
flgaunail 37 ssnaides Wunm 3 Tu feds pour plate Fawuhamdsuesnugdunisianald
2 R2A agar imgandan PCA woznadnumues Klaas van der Linde uazaniz™ fi3auidion
Tryptic soy agar (TSA) war R2A agar ’lum'ﬁLﬂ'51svfaﬁmuqéuw’%ﬂuﬁwﬁiﬁumswafﬂ,m #lgnan
52U RO Tigoumgil 25 + 2 aseniwaided unm 10 Yu de3s spread plate Fwuheindsrasinny

a

qaunsgnanalaan R2A agar fieganiianann TSA
d' % ] S < A dl o a = (d‘d J & ] 1

luazinamsnagaudaeniuia R2A agar ldawdsunugdunsdnanimsaliuanednan
PCA {auni 35 svenwalded 48 27lae innzfiguugiiududadlusmaimnldizesdunidons wisunadu
wsalsiawn ianadesldsteznanlumsunge liannau®® uaethalsimuasnseld R2A agar Uud
35 aNFLHaLTad 48 22lue MuN United States Food and Drug Administration Myual3lumsasa
Watthse) wisaaduluszeznaMunnduamaun American Public Health Association Wiz #9a0n
doyaluaiaeg Ndnwlu R2A agar #lanndn PCA Fsiiadn R2A agar (Jusmsideaenaianse

anlduny PCA lumsasadwnziannugduniglnnuasinuiele
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a5

9

nmMsmudau (Verification) 21m51aedi@a R2A agar laawSauifiaunuanmsideadia PCA

dusumAeNzdFnunugdunidludaginhuazinui 61835 pour plate Untwizde 35 svrnuaded

v
P

a8 1l Teafihdnlumpuzussyntaaiin ihan inldlunmsudaenmsuazin huLAIBINTa LaZINUEN
I [ v v H I A v LA v v o a o
Wudununguaipgnanuazinuie namsnagauainsoiiudulai R2A agar Mikanmstiuiunugdunis
NNNNDIMSLEBNED PCA ouiseyluenanssnds aamuiasljifmsarnnsor ReA agar Wldlu

mIaneNzFnUdunsdiiaEhsriaammwihuasiui

Anenssndszna

PDYBUANUNANINITN UANAIIY KIAIDIYRNITAIUNIATTIUYBIDINTNNJaNFUUAY UL
TeandSnmeaniimmsuasada wasaerauqaudmvinneheiiuaseIasdn Htingumniazannlasans
amsnnvhuiladiawmaslumsasadensd aueazidsainsaaiiulasimsaugauazdizamnd
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Verification of Plate Count Agar (PCA)
and Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) Agar
for Enumeration of Heterotrophic

Bacteria in Water and Ice

Piyamas Jamsri and Khwunmit Roojug
Bureau of Quality and Safety of Food, Department of medical Sciences, Tiwanond Road, Nonthaburi
11000, Thailand

ABSTRACT Pour plate technique is well-recognized as a standard method for enumerating
heterotrophic bacteria in water and ice. Either high-nutrient medium such as plate count
agar (PCA) or low-nutrient medium such as Reasoner’s 2A (R2A) agar can be used for this
standard method. It has been recommended that the low-nutrient medium containing
essential substances for recovering injured cells will increase bacterial counts as compared to
the high-nutrient medium without any essential substances. This study was aimed to verify
the culture medium by comparing the number of heterotrophic bacteria in water and ice grown
on PCA and R2A agar. A total of 360 samples of water and ice received at Bureau of Quality
and Safety of Food during 2012 - 2014 were divided into 4 types of waters including 60 samples
of bottled drinking water, 60 samples of drinking water, 60 samples of potable water, 120 filtrated
water samples and 60 samples of ice. All samples were tested by pour plate method using PCA
and R2A agar. After incubation at 35°Celsius (°C) for 48 hours, growing colonies on culture
plates were counted and categorized into 3 levels: 1-1,000 CFU/ml, 1,001-100,000 CFU/ml and
more than 100,000 CFU/ml. The results showed that the mean values of bacterial counts of
all types of water samples calculating from the R2A agar were significantly higher than those
from the PCA agar (P<0.05) at all 3 levels. Comparing the distribution of test results from
both media by coefficient of variation (CV), it was found that the R2A agar showed lower CV
results than the PCA agar. For ice samples, the mean values and CV results of bacterial counts
at the levels greater than 1,000 CFU/ml on the R2A agar were significantly higher and lower
than those of the PCA agar (P<0.05), respectively. On the contrary, the mean value and CV
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result of bacterial counts, at the level of 1 - 1,000 CFU/ml, obtained from the R2A agar were not
significantly different from the PCA agar. Taken together, it can be concluded that, for higher
productivity, the R2A agar could be used for determining heterotrophic bacteria in water and ice

by pour plate technique at 35°C for 48 hours.

Keywords: Verification, PCA and R2A agar, heterotrophic plate count, water and ice
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