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The Prevalence of Adult ADHD among Parents
of Patients with ADHD at Siriraj Hospital

Parawee Chalotorn” Suporn Apinuntawed* Sirinadda Punyapas*

ABSTRACT

The aim of this research was to study
the prevalence and related factors of attention
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) among
parents of children with ADHD at Siriraj
Hospital. This study employed a descriptive
research design with simple random sampling
among biological parents of children with
ADHD who attended the OPD the day of
collection research data using accidental
selection methods. The instrument comprised
the Adult ADHD Self-Report Scale (ASRS)
Screener, V1.1 questionnaire. When the score
met the criteria for risks, the parents were
interviewed to confirm the diagnosis by
psychiatrist and data were analyzed using

descriptive statistics, the Chi-square test.
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In all, 281 participants comprised 85 males
(30.2%) and 196 females (69.8%). The mean
age was 41.47 years. The prevalence of adult
ADHD totaled 8, (2.8%) i.e., 4 males (50%)
and 4 females (50%). The factor significantly
related to ADHD was psychiatric disorder
(p = 0.004). This study showed a lower
prevalence than other studies possibly from
the large number of females participating and
using self-rating questionnaires that may have
led to underestimation. Other psychiatric
disorders which were concomitants should

be further studied.
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Table 1 Demographic characteristics in normal and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder

subjects

Demographic characteristics Number %

Gender (n=281)

- Male 85 30.2
- Female 196 69.8
Age: Mean (S.D.) (Yrs.)
- Mean age 41.7 (7.46)
- Age at children birth 30.39 (6.72)
Marital status (n=268)
- Married 232 86.6
- Divorced 23 8.6
- Widow 13 4.8

Hometown (n=275)

- Bangkok 140 50.9
- Samut Prakan 6 22
- Pratum Thani 4 1.5
- Nonthaburi 14 5.1

- Others 111 40.3

Education levels (n=279)

- Not educated 1 04
- Primary school 24 8.6
- High school 77 27.6
- Vocational Certificate 50 17.9
- Bachelor Degrees or higher 127 455

Occupational status (n=278)

- Government officer 35 12.6
- Self employed 79 284
- Employee 102 36.7
- Unemployed 13 4.7

Others 49 17.6
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Table 1 Demographic characteristics in normal and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder

subjects (con’t)

Demographic characteristics Number %
Salary (baht) (n=266)

- < 5,000 17 6.4
- 5,000-15,000 86 325
- 15,001-25,000 65 244
- 25,001-35,000 36 135
- 35,001-45,000 22 8.3
- > 45,000 40 15

Physical illness (n=279)

- None 205 73.5
- Allergy 20 7.2
- Hypertension 13 4.7
- DM 9 32
- Others 32 114
Psychiatric disorders (n=276)
- None 263 95.3
- Depression 4 14
- Claustrophobia 1 04
- Panic 1 04
- Others 7 25
History of ADHD in family members (n=277)
- No 257 928
- Yes 20 7.2

Table 2 prevalence of adult ADHD in parents of ADHD patients at Siriraj Hospital

Number %

Positive Screening 11 3.9

Confirm diagnosis by psychiatrist 8 2.8
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Table 3 Analysis of variance of the study factors

Factors ADHD Non ADHD p-value
Number % Number %
Gender
- Male 4 50 81 29.7 0.249
- Female 4 50 192 70.3
Marital status
- Married 7 875 225 86.5 1.000
- Divorced/Widow 1 125 35 135
Physical illness
- No 6 75 200 738 1.000
- Yes 2 25 71 26.2

Psychiatric disorders

- No 5 62.5 258 96.3 0.004
- Yes 3 375 10 3.7

History of ADHD in family members
- No 6 75 251 93.3 0.107
- Yes 2 25 18 6.7

Education levels

- Not educated, Primary school, 1 125 101 37.3 0.265
High school
- Vocational Certificate, Bachelor 7 87.5 170 62.7

Degrees or higher
Hometown
- Bangkok Metropolitan 3 37.5 161 59 0.284
(Samut Prakan, Pratum Thani,
Nonthaburi)
- Others 5 62.5 112 41
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