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A Study of the Present Situation, System and Standard Operationing
Procedure (SOP) of Food Sanitation in Thailand

Suree Wongpiyachon* Thanacheep Perathornich™ Naiyana Chaitiemwongw

ABSTRACT

A study of the present situation, system
and standard operationing procedure (SOP)
of food sanitation in Thailand was conducted
in 10 municipalities around the country. The
study aimed to determine the present situation,
key success factors, composition of the SOP,
and prominent features for successful operation
of food sanitation activities in local government
areas. Cross-sectional research methods and
evaluation of working performance were used
in this study. The data were collected by
in-depth interviews of executive administrators,
focus groups of local authorities and networks,
and questionnaires and food sanitation surveys
completed by proprietors, food service
associations, and consumers. The results from
10 municipalities showed that important key
factors were national food safety policy
and strategies, the management system,

operational and budget plans, acceptable

J Public Health 2013; 43(2): 201-213

implementation, and management of partner-
ship networks (for example, food service
associations, proprietors and consumers).
Additionally, strength of officers’ and networks’
cooperation, capacity building of the local
officers and networks, and improvement by
local authorities to enforce existing public
health law and regulation also played an
important role in successful and sustainable
food sanitation management. Finally, public
relations, the food sanitation surveillance
system, food safety quality control system,
and development of associated networks are
required to effectively achieve the goal of
food sanitation in Thailand. The evaluation
of SOP performance revealed that all
municipalities have effectively achieved the
standard at medium to advance levels.
Regarding food sanitation surveys, it was found
that most food services met the food sanitation

standard required by the Department of Health.
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