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Figure 1 Flow of Thailand Vaccine program management.
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Difficulties and Obstacles of Influenza Vaccine Management

Mathuros T1payamong1<h01gu1* Prabda Pfaphasiri**

Darunee Ditsoongnoen  Charung Muangchana

ABSTRACT

Due to complication-related deaths in high
risk populations, influenza has been a major
problem worldwide. To reduce influenza mortality,
Thailand has implemented influenza vaccination
programs among high risk populations for a decade;
however, coverage has not yet reached the
national goal. Understanding patterns, difficulties
and obstacles of vaccination management may
provide significant information to improve manage-
ment effectiveness and increase vaccine coverage
afterward. This qualitative research aimed to
describe patterns, and evaluate management of
seasonal influenza vaccination programs. Data
was collection in 12 provinces and in-depth
interviews were conducted among representatives
of public health organizations and health service
units at regional, provincial and district levels using
guidelines. From 82 key informants, this study
revealed several issues for consideration including

inconsistency of definitions and specifications for

J Public Health 2016; 46(1): 31-41

in Thailand

population at risk and delayed vaccine delivery
to health service units related to refused
vaccinations in high risk populations. In addition,
lack of information on vaccine allocation and
delivery for administrators and coordinators at
regional, provincial and district levels caused
ineffective vaccine management in some areas.
Health service units at district and subdistrict
level could not follow the guidelines of vaccination
practices because of human resource constraints.
The Thai National Vaccine Committee should
define target populations for influenza vaccina-
tion to direct operations at local level to increase
consistency. To achieve vaccine coverage goals,
the National Health Security Office and Ministry
of Public Health should improve proper guidelines

to manage influenza vaccination.

Keywords: influenza, vaccine, management,

difficulty, obstacle, Thailand

Correspondence: Mathuros Tipayamongkholgul, Department of Epidemiology, Faculty of Public Health,

Mahidol University, Bangkok 10400, Thailand. E-mail: mathuros.tip@mahidol.ac.th

’ Department of Epidemiology, Faculty of Public Health, Mahidol University
" Thai Ministry of Public Health - U.S. CDC collaboration

" Thailand National Vaccine Institute

“a



