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Risk Assessment of the Effects of Climate Change

in Muang District, Chiang Rai Province

ABSTRACT

This qualitative study aimed to assess
the risks due to climate change and its
effects in Muang district, Chiang Rai province.
Data were collected via in-depth interviews
and group discussions from August to
November 2010. The samples were 32
individuals living in Chiang Rai province,
selected via purposive sampling. Data were
analyzed through content analysis. The results
showed that climate change caused 1) drought
2) unpredictable rainfalls 3) smog 4) hotter
summers and colder winters, all of which
affect the studied population, in particular
agriculturist, the elderly, children and the
disabled. The population’s coping ability was
assessed and found to consist of three main
methods ie. 1) self reliance: this is the
method of the agriculturists who sought
information on how to increase yields, often

overlooking the drawbacks of technology

J Public Health 2012; 42(1): 18-29
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such as genetic alteration of plants, and
2) turning to governmental authorities and
organizations, a method relied on by people
living in high risk areas, some of the elderly
and the disabled. This was seen in the
incidence of utilizing petitions and demands
for compensation. 3) The last group took no
action. They were the elderly and the disabled;
even when some did attempt to organize
some kind of networking, no effective action
ever took place. The hazards of climate change
affect both individuals and the community,
therefore actions for problem-solving and
preparedness must come from all sectors of
society with an emphasis on being inclusive
of all people who are affected and not
merely centered on individuals, the manage-
ment of which should be in the terms of
networking and co-operation.
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