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Abstract

Purpose: To study information needs, information received, self-care behaviors, and quality of life
as well as the relationships among these study variables in hematologic cancer patients receiving
chemotherapy.

Design: Descriptive correlational study.

Methods: The sample included 86 patients with hematologic cancer who attended and received
chemotherapy for their cancer at the outpatient clinic of a tertiary hospital in Bangkok. Data were
collected using 1) personal demographic questionnaire, 2) information needs and information received
questionnaire, 3) self-care behavior questionnaire, and 4) Functional Assessment of Cancer Therapy-
General Form (FACT-G Thai version). Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Spearman
rank correlation coefficient.

Main findings: The subjects reported a high level of information needs with a moderate level of
information received. Most participants reported a good level of self-care behavior and had a highly
moderate level of quality of life. There was no statistically significant relationship of information needs,
information received with self-care behavior, and quality of life. However, a significant relationship
between self-care behavior and quality of life was found in hematologic cancer patients receiving
chemotherapy (p <.05)

Conclusion and recommendations: This study indicated that cancer patients during treatment
still received inadequate information based on their needs. These findings can be used as important data
for nurses in developing educational intervention programs to serve patients’ needs that would promote
their self-care behavior and quality of life in patients with hematologic malignancy while receiving

chemotherapy.
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