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Abstract

Purpose: This study examined the effectiveness of teaching clinical practice program using the
portfolio and knowledge market as a learning tool on self-directed learning of nursing student in
Nursing Management Specialty program.

Design: Quasi experimental research with one group pretest-posttest design.

Methods: The participants were 58 nursing students who enrolled in 4 months-Nursing
Management specialty Program in 2010. A structured questionnaire on self-directed learning based on
Guglielmino’s framework, was utilized before and after the program. Descriptive statistics and paired
t-test were used for data analysis.

Main findings: The results showed that self-directed learning skill was significantly increased after
using the program (p < .05). Out of eight aspects of self-directed learning including 1) openness to
learning opportunities 2) self concept as an effective learner 3) initiative and independence in learning
4) informed acceptance of responsibility for one’s own learning 5) love of learning 6) creativity
7) positive orientation to the future and 8) ability to use basic study skills and problem solving skills,
only two aspects of initiative and independence in learning and positive orientation to the future did not
show significantly different between before and after the program while the rest did.

Conclusion and recommendations: The results from this study indicate the benefit and
appropriateness of the program in developing self-directed learning skill among nursing student in 4
months-Nursing Management specialty Program. Therefore, it is recommended that the portfolio and

knowledge market were be able to used as a learning tool in other clinical nursing practicum courses.
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