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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine factors (e.g., age, length of marriage, number of
marriages, income, age at first sexual intercourse, and number of sexual partners) that can predict
intimate partner violence (IPV) among women with gynecological problems.

Design: Predictive correlational design.

Methods: Participants were 532 women with gynecological problems admitted at a university
hospital in Bangkok. All participants completed a set of questionnaires, including demographic
characteristics, sexual factors, and the Index of Spouse Abuse (ISA) which were then analyzed with
descriptive statistics, Pearsons correlation, and Hierarchical linear regression.

Main findings: IPV was positively correlated with number of marriages and number of sexual
partners, whereas it was negatively correlated with income and age at first sexual intercourse. For factors
predicting IPV, the result revealed that number of marriages, income, age at first sexual intercourse, and
number of sexual partners could jointly explain 12% of the variance in IPV (R* =.121, p <.01). Number
of sexual partners was the most influence predictors of IPV (B = .414, p < .05). Subsequent predictors
were age at first sexual intercourse (§ = - .126, p <.05) and income (p = - .107, p <.05), respectively.

Conclusion and recommendations: Gynecological nurses should provide appropriate sexual
education about avoiding of early sexual intercourse and having multiple partners among all women
with gynecological problems, particularly women with multiple sexual partners, early sexual intercourse,
and low income. Additionally, screening of IPV should be integrated with the gold standard of
gynecological nursing care. Future research should explore the extent to which IPV and these predicting

factors are correlated with short-term and long-term womens sexual health outcomes.
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