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Abstract

Purpose: This research aims to investigate the relationship between knowledge of melioid, perceived
susceptibility, perceived severity, perceived benefits, perceived barriers, and accessibility to melioid prevention
resources, social support and re-infection preventive behaviors among people infected with melioid.

Design: A descriptive correlational study.

Methods: The sample was 109 melioid infected patients receiving treatment or follow up for the treatment
at a melioid clinic. Data were collected using interview form and analyzed using descriptive statistics, Pearson’s
product moment correlation coefficient, and Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient.

Main findings: Melioid re-infection preventive behaviors of the sample (91.8%) were at moderate level.
Perceived susceptibility and perceived benefits were positively associated with melioid re-infection preventive
behaviors (r = .25, p < .01; r = .24, p < .05 respectively). Perceived barriers was negatively associated with
melioid re-infection preventive behaviors (r = - .40, p < .01). Others factors were associated with melioid
re-infection preventive behaviors without any statistical significance.

Conclusion and recommendations: Melioid infected patients should be helped to enhance their perceived
susceptibility and perceived benefits of preventive behaviors. Nurses and other healthcare personnels should
work collaboratively with patients and their family in exploring how to decrease perceived barriers.
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