JNURS SCI Vol 33 Nol January - March 2015

Factors related to Sexual Function in Patients with
Valvular Replacement Surgery”®

Nareeluk Thinpayup, RN, MNS', Usavadee Asdornwised, RN, PhD?,
Atittaya Pornchaikate Ou-Yeong, RN, PhD?, Pat Ongcharit, MD®

Abstract

Purpose: To investigate the correlation of the functional status, intimacy and knowledge of sexual function
and sexual function in patients receiving valvular replacement surgery.

Design: A descriptive correlational design.

Methods: The sample group comprised 88 patients after receiving valvular replacement surgery.
The samples were collected by using 5 instruments 1) personal data interview and record form 2) daily activity
performance interviewing form 3) intimacy questionnaire 4) sexual function questionnaire 5) knowledge of
sexual function evaluation form. Descriptive statistics and Spearman’s rank correlation were used for the data
analysis.

Main findings: Sexual function in the patients after receiving valvular replacement surgery was in the
good level 59.1%, no change 9.1% and the worse level 31.8% compared with their sexual function in the
preoperative period. Functional status was positively correlated with sexual function in term of perspectives of
the spouse/sexual partners with statistical significance (r =.23, p <.05) but not correlated with the overall scores
of sexual function. Intimacy was negatively correlated with sexual function in terms of sexual activity with
statistical significance (r = - .22, p <.05), but not correlated with the overall scores of sexual function. Knowledge
about sexual function was not correlated with the overall scores of sexual function and each item.

Conclusion and recommendations: According to the findings of the present study, physical function is
associated with sexual function in the terms of spouse’s/sexual partner’s perspectives and intimacy was found
to be correlated with sexual function in the area of sexual activity with statistical significance. Thus, guidelines
should be developed for the care and education of patients and their spouses/sexual partners to cover problems
with sexual performance and encourage patients and their spouses/partners to be involved in rehabilitation
following surgery.
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