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Abstract

Purpose: The study aims to investigate the effect of a teaching method using case
study on critical thinking of nursing students and to study the opinion of nursing students
in teaching method using case study on critical thinking.

Design: Mixed methods research design.

Methods: Population of the study consists of 67 third year nursing students who
attended the course of nursing care of child and adolescent. Before attending the class,
all students were requested to do the critical thinking assessment questionnaire. During
attending the class for approximately six times, the teaching method based on both the
lecture and case studies was utilized. At the end of the course, they were requested to do
the post-test and the focus group discussion consisting of 12 nursing students
concerning the opinion of critical thinking and the method of teaching. The descriptive
statistic, t-test and content analysis were employed in the quantitative and qualitative
analysis.

Main findings: Findings from this study revealed that at the end of the course,
students got the critical thinking score at a moderate level and, in particular, there is no
significant difference between the critical thinking ability before and after learning via
the case-study teaching method (p = 1.86™). It was found from the content analysis that
nursing students generally defines the critical thinking as “thinking and reflecting in a
systematic manner”. The Teaching method using case studies allows nursing students to
practice their thought process in a step-by-step and repeating fashion and this skill can
further be exercised during the ward training.

Conclusion and recommendations: Nursing curriculum should integrate the
teaching methods that can both stimulate and enhance the critical thinking ability of
students in all nursing subjects for the continuous skill development.
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