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Abstract

Purpose: This study aimed to compare reproductive health and contraceptive knowledge
between pregnant and non-pregnant adolescents.

Design: Comparative study design.

Methods: This study was carried out at a tertiary hospital and a secondary school in Bangkok
Metropolitan, Thailand. A convenience sample of 85 pregnant and 85 non-pregnant adolescents
between 13-19 years were invited to participate. Data collection utilized the personal data
questionnaire and the reproductive health knowledge questionnaire that contained questions
regarding reproductive health and contraceptive methods. Data were analyzed using t-test to
identify the differences of knowledge between pregnant and non-pregnant adolescents.

Main findings: The pregnant adolescents had significantly lower scores of reproductive health
and contraceptive knowledge than the non-pregnant adolescents (M = 7.4, SD = 1.93 vs M = 12.6,
SD =1.22;t=3.90, p <.05).

Conclusion and recommendations: This study found that the pregnant adolescents had
misconception about conception, appropriate age for conception, and correct use contraceptive
methods. The reproductive health knowledge about how to prevent pregnancy and correct use
contraceptive methods that provide for female adolescents may have great impacts on reductions
of adolescent pregnancy.
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