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Abstract

Purpose: Pediatric nurses are important personnel who integrate family-centered care into
practice. The study aimed at exploring predictive power of factors as the nurses’ age, experience in
pediatric nursing, types of wards working, and the perceptions of necessary elements of
family-centered care on pediatric nurses’ practices of family-centered care.

Design: Correlational predictive design.

Methods: The study sample involved 159 professional pediatric nurses from a hospital, with
the following inclusion criteria: having at least two-year experience in pediatric nursing, and not
holding a position of head nurse or higher. Data collection was performed using a general
information questionnaire and the Family-centered Care Questionnaire. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient, point bi-serial correlation
coefficient, and multiple regression analysis.

Main findings: The results revealed that all independent variables could account for 17% of
the variance explained in the family-centered care practices of pediatric nurses (R*= .17, F(3, 155)
=10.58, p < .001). However, the perceptions of necessary elements of family-centered care was the
only significant predictor ( = .38, p <.001).

Conclusion and recommendations: A nursing division should develop strategies for raising
nurses’ awareness about the necessity of family-centered care and also provide instrumental support
to enhance the nursing practice. The concept of family-centered care should also be embedded as
an essence of pediatric nursing among students so that these graduates will be equipped with a
positive attitude and skills for family-centered care practice.
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