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Abstract

Purpose: To compare quality of life and related factors between women receiving hemodialysis
(HD) and continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis (CAPD).

Design: A secondary data analysis.

Method: A sample of 100 HD women and 100 CAPD women aged 18 years and above who
received dialysis for at least three months were included in the study. Primary data were collected
by using demographic questionnaire, Female Sexual Function Index (FSFI), Center for
Epidemiologic Study-Depression Scale (CES-D), Dyadic Adjustment Scale (DAS), and Thai version
of WHO’s Quality of Life Brief questionnaire (WHOQOL-BREF-THAI). Data were analyzed by
using descriptive statistics and multiple regression analysis.

Main findings: The results indicated significantly higher sexual function and marital
relationship in HD women compared to CAPD women, but no difference in depression was found.
When explored the associations between the quality of life scores and dialysis modality by multiple
regression analysis, the results showed that different dialysis modality affected quality of life. The
scores of overall quality of life and all component scales were significantly higher in HD women
(p < .001).

Conclusion and recommendations: Women with dialysis, especially CAPD women are at risk
for poor quality of life. They should receive care to promote their quality of life. In doing so, they
will be able to live better with their chronic illness and prolong treatment.
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