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Abstract

The descriptive research study aimed to 1) identify the level of nurses’ competency towards the
prevention of Incontinence-Associated Dermatitis (IAD) in critically ill patients and 2) to examine the
relationship between work experiences factors, received training on prevention and care of IAD, healthy
work environment, supporting system, and nurse competency towards the prevention of IAD in critically
ill patients. The sample composed of 30 professional nurses with at least 1 year of work experience in the
critical care unit. Data were collected by Nurse Competency for Prevention IAD Questionnaire, Healthy
Work Environment Questionnaire, and Supporting System Questionnaire. The questionnaires were validated
by three experts and yielded Cronbach’s alpha coefficient reliability of .95, .93, and .85, respectively. Data
were analyzed using percentage, mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient,
and Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient.

The result revealed that the nurses’ competency towards the prevention of IAD in critically ill patients
was at a moderate level. For healthy work environment, and supporting system had a positive correlation
with nurses’ competency towards the prevention of IAD (r = .46, p < .05, r = .64, p < .001, respectively).
However, work experiences, and received training on prevention and care of IAD were not significantly
correlated to nurses’ competency towards the prevention of IAD.

The finding of this study could be used as information to promote nurse’ competency towards the

prevention of IAD specifically in critically ill patients and should report this study in a larger sample size.

Keywords: critically ill patients; incontinence-associated dermatitis; incontinence-associated dermatitis

prevention; nurse competency
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