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Nursing Care for Pediatric Patients Receiving Mechanical
Ventilations and Their Mothers as Perceived by Nurses and

Mothers*

Waraporn Kawthaisong*™ Pranee Rattanaudom™*

Abstract

The comparative study was aimed to describe and compare the perception of nurses
and the perception of mothers towards the cares given to pediatric patients receiving mechanical
ventilator and the cares given to the mothers themselves. The study samples were 50 nurses
who provided nursing cares to pediatric patients whose lives depending on mechanical ventilator
and 50 mothers of the pediatric patients. The study instruments were 1) nurses’ demographic
information and the nurses’ perception of their nursing intervention questionnaire, and 2) pediatric
patients’ and their mothers’ demographic information and the mothers’ perception of the nurses’
nursing intervention questionnaire. The two questionnaires’ content validity was approved
by three experts. The Cronbach’s alpha was applied to determine the reliability of the two
questionnaires (0.86, 0.87 respectively).

The study results showed that most of the nurses and the mothers perceived that the
nurses performed all nursing intervention required. However, the mothers pointed out that
nurses had not yet assisted to create a non-verbal method to communicate with their ill children.
The perception of the mothers and those of the nurses were significantly different (p<0.001) in all
aspects except psychosocial and spiritual cares provided to the patients and physical cares

provided to the mothers.

Keywords: practice of nurses, nurses' perceptions, perceptions of mothers, children receiving

mechanical ventilation.
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