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Abstract

~

The purpose of this research was to study drug use behavior of village health
volunteer at Bo Kwangthong sub-district, Bo thong District, Chonburi province. The
key informant was 42 subjects selected by theoretical sampling. In-depth interview,
observation, voice recording and note taking were used to collect data. Content
analysis was employed to analyze the data.

The results of this study showed that diabetes and hypertension were mostly
found in subjects. Both conventional medicine and traditional medicine were taken.
Some chose conventional medicine first before taking other ways due to curiosity,
suggestions, information from articles, newspapers, journals, magazines, advertise-
ments, and village health volunteer’s monthly meeting. After the treatment if their
symptoms did not improve, they changed and took other medicine or herb. They did
not understand about side-effect, drug allergy and adverse drug reactions. Most of
the village health volunteers did not realize how dangerous the drugs was due to
lack of knowledge, lack of understanding about the fourth-coming threats caused
by drug using and also had false beliefs.

The results of this study can be used to develop proactive home visit programs
to check drug used and drug storage. This could help decrease medical error such as
drug redundant using and drug interaction. Further study is needed in regards to
herbal and conventional co-treatment. Public health personals can use the results

to improve drug use behavior in their communities.

Keywords : Drug Use Behavior, Village Health Volunteer, Bo Kwangthong
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