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Abstract

Background: According to the flooding
disaster in Thailand in the past, the operation
of public health professionals in a local govern-
ment was found ineffective due to the unclear
role in coping with flooding.

Objective: The aims of study to examine the
competency of the public health professionals
of local government in coping with flooding.
Materials and Method: The study applied a
qualitative approach, together with concept,
theory and relevant review literature. The
research was to apply the concept of disaster
management and identify the key elements of
competencies in management a flooding
disaster. For so doing, the semi-structure
in-depth interview and recording were used to
collect the data in the field study. The selected
key informants were experts, where were
knowledgeable and experienced in the related
fields; there were 18 persons which were
divided into three groups (six persons per

group). Triangulation was employed to inspect

the data from three sources: administrators of
public health institutes, administrators of
public health ministry and public health
professionals of local government. Three
approaches and the content analysis were
applied in the study.

Study Results: Regarding coping with a flood,
there were six factors related to the
competency of public health professionals in
a local government: 1) prevention, 2)
mitigation, 3) preparation, 4) response, 5)
relief, and 6) recovery.

Conclusion: The study yields essential
competencies for public health professionals,
in which can be developed as a planning used
to competencies development and applied in
the preparation of public health professional
competency in coping with a flooding disaster.
Keywords: competencies; public health profes-
sionals; preparation; disaster; local Govern-

ment
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