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The Knowledge and Attitude about Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder of Elementary
and Secondary School Teachers under Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration.

Chitapong P, MD., Sukanich P, MD.

Department of psychiatry, Faculty of medicine Ramathibodi hospital, Mahidol university, Bangkok 10400, Thailand

Abstract

Background: Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) is a common child psychiatric disorder
that has a negative impact not only to the children per se but also to their families and schools. Teachers
play an important role in detecting, refering the children to the medical services and also taking care of

the success of the students in schools.

Objectives: To develop an instrument to measure teacher’s knowledge and attitude in ADHD and To

identify factors that influence those two mentioned teacher’s aspects.

Method: This cross sectional study included 400 Bangkok teachers which were randomly sampling. The
instrument used consists of the 25-items knowledge part (both biological and psychosocial) and the

20-items attitude part.

Results: The instrument was validated and then reedited by the specialists. It’s reliability on knowledge
and attitude were 0.389 and 0.750 respectively. For the knowledge part, the female teachers had a higher
score than the male ones, not depending on the grades they were teaching. The younger the teachers
are, the higher score they had. The correlation was found between the number of hours they teach the
ADHD and the better knowledge about the disorder. The prior training course on ADHD also relates to
the teacher’s higher score on both parts. However, most of the teachers did better on the psychosocial
knowledge. For the attitude part, sex, grade they were teaching, number of teaching hours were not
different in their scores among groups. The older and the never teach groups yield higher attitude

scores. The knowledge inversely correlated with the attitude.
Conclusion: Measurement was quite good to use and knowledge inversely correlated with attitude.
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