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Editor's Note

	 Nowadays, journal editors need to work harder. Not only journal editorial relating jobs, but also adapting to 
digital world that people read less, view and listen more. Recently, Deputy Editor Edward H. Livingston, MD,  
and Editor in Chief Howard Bauchner of the Journal of American Medical Association (JAMA) have resigned from  
the position. The cause is the uproar of people over the podcast called “Structural Racism for Doctors: What Is It?” 1, 2   
I will not go into the detail of racism issues that have been comprehensively covered elsewhere. This editorial note 
will discuss editorial jobs like creating a podcast.

	 “Why journal editors who are supposed to be good at editorial jobs need to create a podcast?”

	 I think this is the question that should be asked, not just the issue of racism. It has long been realized that 
medical journals need to be evolved.3 At the 16th Annual Meeting of the International Society for Medical  
Publication Professionals (ISMPP)4 in 2020, there are recommendations for publishing professionals from  
the meeting as follows:

	 •	 understand audiences’ unique content and channel preferences
	 •	 develop new systems to enable efficient tailoring of content across these audiences
	 •	 increased retention and understanding of information with visual communication
	 •	 expanding array of multichannel opportunities with emerging digital platforms to reach our audiences

	 As we can see from the list of recommendations, a journal editor’s conventional skillset is unlikely to be 
enough for the future anymore. Traditional journal editors without appropriate skillsets who try to adapt to  

the digital world may fail, as the example of Dr. Livingston and Dr. Bauchner.

	 Asst. Prof. Dr. Chusak  Okascharoen

	 Editor in Chief
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