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Editor's Note

Can high school students conduct medical research with the doctor and then get named in a publication?

Recently, Ramathibodi Medical Journal has published an article with a high school student as one of the authors.
I received quite a bit of such questions after someone saw that article published online in advance. My answer is
“it is based on the degree of contribution”. As Chair of Research Ethics Committee, I recalled quite a few research
projects where co-investigators were high school students from The Mahidol Wittayanusorn School (MWIT), which
is renowned for promoting students to engage in scientific research. Most such research projects are laboratory-based
research with minimal to no risk to research participants. Of course, it would be unreasonable for high school students
to involve in clinical research, which poses a higher-than-minimal risk to participants. So this article is not the first
article that high school students were naming as an author.

The article titled “Comparison of Machine Learning With Logistic Regression for Prediction of Chronic Kidney
Disease in the Thai Adult Population” in our current issue has one high school student as a co-author. This high school
student has spent his summer vacation learning in Machine Learning and then applied it to secondary research data.
Nowadays, several open-sourced tools in Machine Learning do not require programming skills. With a bit of learning,
tutoring, talent, and the most crucial factor, practiced dataset, that are the reasons why a high school student can
contribute to medical research with Machine Learning. We aware that he has some privileges in assessing tutoring
and practice datasets, but this is not why he should be denied his contribution to the research.

However, our readers should know that there was a scandal regarding high-school student named in research
article in South Korea.' In 2008, a high school student was listed as the lead author in a paper published in the Korean
Journal of Pathology after a two-week internship at Dankook University School of Medicine. The paper was later
included in her application for Pusan National University, where she enrolled in 2010. The event came to light in
2018 when her father, Cho Kuk, was nominated to be Minister of Justice. This scandal received enormous outrage
from the public and medical society of South Korea. Cho Kuk and a few medical school staffs had faced trial in 2019.”
The former high school student who is now a medical doctor, receives unimaginable pressure from South Korean
medical society. The problematic article in Korean Journal of Pathology was retracted in September 2019 due to
failure to get Ethics approval.

To emphasize the point, authorship is justified by contrubution as stated by ACMIE.’ However, there should be
some cautions in listing of authorship. Because unjustified authorship may lead to unpleasant outcome as happened

to Cho Kuk and his family.

Asst. Prof. Dr. Chusak Okascharoen
Editor in Chief

Rama Med J Vol.44 No.4 October - December 2021

\%



Ramathibodi

Medical Journal

References

1. Scandal over ‘privileged’ daughter of President Moon’s justice minister nominee angers young South Koreans.
The Straits Times. September 6, 2019. Accessed January 31, 2022. https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/
scandal-over-privileged-daughter-of-president-moons-appointee-angers-young-south

2. Arin K. Cho Kuk’s daughter questioned, wife faces trial in college admission scandal. The Korea Herald.
Updated September 17, 2019. Accessed January 31, 2022. http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20190917000720

3. International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE). Defining the Role of Authors and Contributors.
Accessed January 31, 2022. http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-

the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html

vi  Rama Med J Vol.44 No.4 October - December 2021





