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ABSTRACT :

Wiwanitkit V. Media for Blood Donation Promotion Setting in Bangsaparn Hospital,
Prachuab Kiri Khan Province. (Region 4 Medical Journal 2000 ; 19(1) : 25-31).

Department of Laboratory Medicine, Faculty of Medicine Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok, Thailand.

New media were produced to promote blood donation in Bangsaparn Hospital, Prachaub
Kiri Khan Province. It has been recognized that the set must be suitable for community-based using.
A set of intervention composed of brochure and cassette were produced. According to the
communication science and educational science, these media are low-priced, easy to copy,
transportable, easily used anywhere and easy to understand. Discussion about media using in
basic health promotion is also discussed. This intervention project can be adapted to use in other
settings and in other objectives.
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Blood and blood component are still impor-
tant in treatment of many diseases.’? Amount of
blood required is so much per year.? Blood bank is
the unit has responsibility in finding and supplying
blood and blood component for medical usage.*
In the present day, there are many blood banks
set in many hospitals in Thailand®® including the
Bangsaparn Hospital, Prachuab Kiri Khan Province.

From the previous study in Bangsaparn
Hospital, the knowledge of people about blood
donation had a significant relation to their education.”
Therefore, health education for the community is
important. A set of media for broadcasting health

education about blood donation is produced.

Objective

The objective of this intervention is finding
the proper media for health education of blood
donation. This set must be suitable to the commu-
nity-based on Bangsaparn District where the study
was set. The media must be cheap and else of

use.

Principle

Following the communication and education
science, the good media for education must be
inexpensive and effective.®® And media used for
communication education must be easy to use,
understand and control. Four main media used in
broadcasting knowledge :— brochure, poster, cassette,

video were considered. The former medium used in

Bangsaparn Hospital was poster from Red Cross
Society. Advantage and limitation of the four media
were determined. The video was rule out due to
the high cost and limitation in presentation. The
poster presentation-although it is more attractive
but it was the old method used and it is difficult
to multiply. Therefore, the others two media were
selected. Due to the limitation of the document
media as brochure which one who have no
education cannot read, the cassette was used
altogether. Although the cassette seem to be a new
and interesting method but the limitation of itself
is that so high content will bore the listener. Hence,
cassette and brochure were selected to be the
new media for health education of blood bank in
Bangsaparn Hospital.

This set of media is not expensive. And it is
easy to use-only a radio is required. It is easy to
transport to the community whom the aim of the
project pointed. Furthermore, these media is easy

to multiply and can be adapted to other objectives.

Intervention

The necessary things for intervention were
only paper and cassette. Scripts for brochure and
cassette presentation were written then printed and
recorded. The scripts were shown in Chart 1 and 2.
The total cost of this project (500 copies of bro-
chure and 1 cassette tape) is about two hundreds
bahts.
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Chart 1. Script for brochure presentation in blood donation promotion.
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Chart 2. Script for cassette presentation in blood ‘donation promotion.
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Discussion

Blood donation promotion is a very important
activity. Supplying sufficient amount of blood for
using is not easy. The demand amount of blood
is still higher than the supply.'® Determining the
knowledge of the community to the blood donation
process is very useful in planning the program of
blood bank. But only studying cannot help impro-
ving the situation'"'2 of the lack of blood. How to
promote blood donation is as important to be
considered. To cope with the problems unsuccessful
or not getting the upper limit of correspondence
of the community, the effective method should be
used. Technique in communication science should
be reviewed and applied to.use. The media in
broadcasting the knowledge should be diversity.
The common used method in promoting blood
donation nowadays is poster presentation. But it is
limited to use only in the hospital, so the new idea
should give best health education to community
level. In the United State of America, the media of
blood donation is very variety-even in cartoon
book.'® So improvement in media must be done.

Good media in health education for each
community should be considered.'*'® In Bangsa-
parn District like other rural area in Thailand, there

still limitation of using document media such as

poster and brochure. We cannot refuse the fact
that there are some people in the rural area who
cannot read or have no chance to read due to the
far distance. The cassette is a new interesting way in
teaching basic knowledge to the community in the
distance area. It can be copied and applied to use
in the broadcasting center of the village. Further-
more, it is easy to carry, so it can be use in the site
blood donation team. To broadcast with the real
image is the best way of teaching to change the
attitude of the community.'®

Anyway, this intervention was just only used
in Bangsaparn District, so conclusion of how effec-
tive it is cannot be decided at this time. Long term
follow-up must be examined-the good result is the
increasing rate of blood donation. From this study,
we suggesed the use of simple method but interes-
ting to broadcast health education. This project
can be run by community hospital team. And it
means the successful in the health idea that com-
munity help community. The media like this can
be used. in other objective of teaching -any health
knowledge. And it can be adapted to other hospital.
Effectiveness of the media should be evaluated
for each program in each hospital.

This study is only a pilot study. The effecti-

veness of the project must be long-term evaluated.
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Successful in the blood donation promotion is the
aim. The set of media like this should be concerned
to use in other community. Not only this way, other
ways of health promotion should be supported.
Health education based on community believ-
essuch as health education by the monks are

interesting.”

CONCLUSION

A new media for blood donation promotion
for blood bank of Bangsaparn Hospital, Prachuab
Kiri Khan was produced. The advantage of this
intervention is inexpensive and easily used any-
where. But long-tern evaluation for the limitation
and effectiveness must be done. This way can be
alternative way in basic health education for the

community.
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