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Region 4-5 Medical Journal
Pulp Vitality of Teeth Referred for Endodontic Treatment

Vol. 37 No. 4 October-December 2018

ABSTRACT

Objective: To evaluate the diagnostic ability of electrical pulp test in determining pulp
vitality of teeth referred for endodontic treatment.

Materials and methods: Cross-sectional diagnostic research was done. A total of 67 patients
138 teeth were included in this study, 69 were the teeth referred for endodontic treatment and
69 were control teeth. Electrical pulp test was performed on each tooth. The gold standard was
established by direct inspection of the pulp after an access cavity had been made. The result of
electrical pulp test were calculated by comparing with gold standard. To evaluate the pulp vitality
of teeth, diagnosis indices such as sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value, negative predictive
value, likelihood ratio of positive were calculated.

Results: For electrical pulp test, sensitivity was 66%, specificity was 95% and likelihood

ratio of positive was 13.58 and electrical pulp test was useful for determining the pulp vitality.

Keywords : electrical pulp test, pulp vitality, likelihood ratio of positive

Reg 4-5 Med J 2018 ; 37(4) : 318-327.
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NaruShw WutupeudAneunsanaulalinig
Snwimaass AU (endodontic treatment) wanann
ANSEAUTEIR M1599519018 UsIRNISSNwveany
N1IATIAN AR TNUDIHUTUUY A7 N1TNAdDU
Y aa a Aaa A o
Ae3r199 Tunisusziiunuiitinvesilu el
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wnludeyalunisdnaulalinissnuntudsddny
A15UsEumuiidinvesileioly
nseflu (pulp vitality) Wunsguaunsdrdglu
MsIdadedunfaalasunNIsSnwInaaIsInily Lay
wisnziiettalulnssilu (pulp tissue) ldawnsa
wWlunsalalaenss (direct inspect) yiunuwnme
99 e9ln15nsI9leedey (indirect methods)
A o e o ~ & E
Watuinanulhivendulsramiuisailaie
Tulwssilu (sensitivity of pulp nerves) 35n151anil
Ton nsnaasulneldanusousdu (thermal test)
v A E a ' a a
MseIaanaaauLiotdalni1isenin damnsn

Aawanvas (electrical pulp test : EPT) n1sne
Wadlulusilu (cavity test) nsaagvianig
fufionsniluuuniefiuais (local anesthetic
test) F3ilouniigadonismaasulngldniy
Zoufu (thermal test) wazmsliiedesiionnaay
Wodeluih (EPT) ednslsAnu nnsarenmsed
(radiograph) n1sinaulenuesilu (mobility)
mspefidaiiy (percussion) N13AE" (palpation)
nsansuaIgIesLendifaily (transillumination)
shtansUssdiudvesituiiudeuly (discoloration
of tooth crown) Sanslilunisdasnenituiiusni
waziluilafiFiniidedlaunssnwinasssiniiy
Pl unu®’

msnaaauitulagldninuseudu (thermal
test) Tunanenisdnsarldnismeaouinsnany
Sounazifu wlasilefildnaasuninudou Toun
wistaandesufivasulidou (heated gutta
percha stick) dauadesiofilinaasuaiuiy
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1#un EndoFrost (Fannen13fn) 1uaiusedd
T¥3anuluiidaiu uenanidsd CO, snow,
dichlorodifluoromethane, ethyl chloride Waz
foutude Husu’
N1sNAFEUNIIABUALDITENLeLH Dl
Tnsaftusensnszduiglndin (EPT) 1ndosdleld
nszualiinaglunszduduszam 1o wad 3
HuusramiueuiFnvesity danfunsnevaues
szvonfsannzveudulszamn Jalaevluudn
wduiusfuannzeuifinveuieidelulngsity
ognslsfinmiadesile EPT lillalvidoyalaonsafen
fuszuudeniiumaadondodelulnseiiu Seay
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flufazlinovaussseindosiio EPT waflalle
yngauiiiudduduiiune Gonindunismou
AUBILUUNAAUAN (false negative) Fao1aiinann
viangang Wy fuidaliindydad Yaenniluds
s (mmature tooth) ftufiiislésugiRveg mata
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wuvainduily Warsdenszualnilaiifsane
Tnseitudiumnn videfUaeifinnumusieaindy
tangs uenanidsidesiinluiiuiivinasou vie
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gameiandulansinssualninld Feazdoq

T uiiansnsiedey® Usniinisnsiadauay
fiinveaiedolulnseitufiavlinaiioanse aas
AgTnsruunshranyuiouredisnuinniinig
nszdufonszualiin TnismageuiiFendi laser
doppler flowmeter (LDF) #4l¥nn1slnavesden
TuilodeiluressnsmeniUsediunnuiidsn
youdeidolulnsiiiu ndnnisAeuasdunsse
(infrared) 21NLAT0AILETHI fiber optic probe
Tudaitu Wensenudindesunsiifinnsiedeulm
faznszansuazidoauuainuivazvasioundu
wndunnurugivsinguuaenn Feazdiay

v v ¢

URUS AU ulukazAINiseudindenLa i
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a 1

Jeeglutiaigolulnsaily deluiinisiaseile

sipidanifiiteUssidiunuiiinveiodolne
Sansinaveadon (pulpal blood flow) Fareudna
aidefoldAninisnsedusenszualiin wud
wasilaunsaussfiunnuiiinveadedelulnss
fugivlieggnsiesdisiosas 90 Mendanisaeu
wazileflundudtnitudy widesnniisnreu
Pregedadintdlumaziununnemansiudilvg)®
o199¢ldmnzandiazldlulsameuiayuvy gy
veTeenafinmevauessewriasile EPT iy
FhuduitumeiBeniinsmeuauestUURaUING
(false positive) o1auintuldaNdUaedAAnn
frage dubhaglaiidlmhaetinssudlniily
guiten tuiianysaudulavzilnihlgituing
ewdeiiuiiiodelulnsailumeuuudiuwesvas
(liquefactive necrosis) @13NTEMalNHLUE
93zUsviud nnsAnBIveY Seltzer wazanz’
¥ 1963 wuin¥esay 28 vesituiifitfordelulnssity
mefinsmovaussdeideile EPT wazuinnin
aoniwesiluiifiifodolulnseiluneurcday
faflnsmevaussioinieile EPT oy
mslfieesdlo EPT exfsiuthaneudnait
faznnaeuliuiaheinfes uarlifigaianeliaue
elasfunauinai Minannistnszualud
Tguinadindss mndfludaduiianysae
Julane asliuiumagassd @nu (celluloid
strip) ieusuesiuhmelafuusnasulsyin
veeily iununmdasnssugUiglagniseiuny
fanszuaunisuazarmidniasfindunaransie
nszualiihfivanedianlng (electrode) naiiies

dulngazldendiluduasdonsrualuiinnneung
Ansnansiaedsuiiumuniy Aoe Usunseudlui
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Tuvsunvedlsaneruiagusu N334
TnensnaaeuauiiTinvesilulaeldninuseuduy
(thermal test) §iifesAney 1osannsmuny
ANUSEUINUTARAUBST MaBMmaNEwINlAgIA
st tharlifmeaeuilénmsgu wu
EndoFrost® aiiAldsneiiiiua daunsvadey
frewasesile EPT felddnes Wae wasldidu
Usnieguad lunseuiunismaaaunaunisinw
aaess Nty funsAnuisadenldiniasiie EPT
Tun1snadey dalsaneruravisauiiiuawnng
LANIENNAIUNITSNEIIINTAU (endodontist) 34
fiftheignasieaniumsinuaaessnitudulsed
nstimssnwazyimeisunsgu lunisesiauas
Tin9ifiade nsmaukunssnwneaulinissne
AaossInily HunndagldFunamaaouruiidin
yositugrondosile EPT 1Wuusnd nnsdnenil
Feansinwiiniluiigndssouniunisinuinasy
sinflutusiduszdoslafunssnumiolsl Aenis
AUl (sensitivity) AW (specificity)
vosilufignassionniunsine

Tunsyuaumsidadeiiludniag s1udu
fodlasunissnenaeesInily n1sifdadunnuil
Fovositududrndunnlunsindulanianain
wszsn3dadeinilulifdinteriluanauduess

2

' [

JaflFinog Aagiliviunuwnglinisnuiiun
sy (over treatment) wagnininlu
auluaseiluliiPinusgnitedeilidndudes
nyIraBesINilu miqﬂamﬁummﬁm%amﬂﬁuqi
nszanIInflukazunsnszaredgnssuaionand
ihlugmadedinveadingld dadulunslsiuins
fnwnasssnituimersuiiazldiedeile EPT
WieteBusunmsidadumsiTisvesitufiuiuan
mMsUszifiunsaddnuaznsliniwanesed ewy

I

IdsfideRanandiidady egslsinunaautd

a a

\W931ady (diagnostic properties) Wy Al

AL A1 likelihood ratio of positive tay
A findludansideduandnvaznisaddn
(added diagnostic value from existing clinical
characteristics) lugfthernilne dilsidinsfnui
52y diagnostic indices tiail Faududeyaday
Arunuwngdndudoslddaaulainnsusegndld
wdosilo EPT Hazimngtumisliidadeluuion
Usnsvedlssneruagusululsemelnevseld

QUszasA
Wleszymnuaninsadifaduveuniasie
electrical pulp test Tumiisummﬁ%mmﬁuﬁ
gndssiaiile3nuisnilu

B3N

n93fedldsunuunisineiBaiiieds
15ALUUAIARATIN (cross-sectional diagnostic
research) Fithefignasesnsunssneaasssnilu
MUNUUTEITDEUTUANTTU ISameunaunaLay
53N 1 AA1AN W.A. 2559 - 30 AN W.A. 2561
ﬁ?’lmu;:iﬂwﬁwm 67 Au Bitusiaun 138 @ oy
sewihe 10 -73 U (9197 1) m93deilaifinsdy
freg1e Losnndnulufinefenuaiidniuns
$nwn JeegliAdeiidesliiunisited Tinssnm
LLa:mmiaLﬁusﬁaaﬂaiéﬁ??wmmmu’%um’%msﬂiﬂﬁ
Tnefnwitheynaefignmitededesiuiassosld
FumMsinwAaees N (provision diagnosis as tooth
requiring endodontic treatment) LLa%Qﬂédﬁiam%JU
ns¥nwinasssniivlunaiusnaneusiuanssy
Tsamgunaunsiay dminuasusy Seaglduns
Snwisudsuiasgulunisinwaassniiulae
laidonUioR nqushegnadaideniteny 10 Tauly
iesaniimsaigidulavesitulnganysaliivae
iUt (mature teeth)
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M13199 1 Snvagveseuaritulunisdny

Anway 7Y Soway
LW
B8 30 44.8
AN 37 55.2
21g (U)
Aade + d’;mﬁmmumm@m 41.4 +17.2
FAdam - gaan 10-73
nay: 10-19 (J831) 9 13.4
20-35 ({lngjnausii) 16 239
36-59 ({lvigjnoulane) 31 46.3
> 60 (Ffg9018) 11 16.4
IR
Humn 38 27.5
fHuden 5 3.6
Hunsution 38 275
AunIW 57 41.3

ﬁuﬁgﬂfﬁ'q@iam%’umi%’ﬂwmaaamﬂﬁu
AUnUIUUsEdn Aglasun1snsaauseliunig
Aadinuazn1snsiasiewniedle EPT iielinis
T99un158%3nveaiy nsnedeunserinlag
Tununng auierdaduiuaunngianiznienis
Shwimaes iy neuntsnaaeulUieazlasy
n31uteyaresnInagsukazasuInlugug ey
M319amn153deYne 1nTesile EPT Y
NAEDU gﬁﬁ) DIGITEST Model no.D626D U84
USun PARKELL, Inc., EDGEWOOD, New York ;?:I!ﬂ
ﬂﬁsmumﬁﬁ'«aﬁaﬁ%Lﬂuiﬂmmgmwwiﬂaﬁﬁ
Tunsshemasssinily ﬁm%’uﬁuusiaz%ﬁgﬂdqm

winwiraessniludananazgnivaiuiluiiien
wndudseuiisuniedniunu (control) Loy

2

seyAuauURveInsItaduvedniodile EPT 1oy

Tunsideniiugmuguazidenainiluludesdan
auldaudentu Tnefmusaliduiiudifestuly
Hanssduuuinssinsientududiiuusn wie
Wuitudumianendu wu Wuilunsumiousu
ﬁaeﬂjEﬁqmasﬁww‘%aéﬁuLﬁmﬁﬂumﬂﬁlﬂmﬁmﬁ’u
Juduses Hudildsunisdedouniunissnu
ﬂaaﬁﬁﬂﬁurﬂuﬂuﬁgﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁaLﬁaﬂﬁuué’a’iwﬂu%
Fodlgsunssnumanssinituiiviovan 69 & uay
ﬁﬁuﬁﬂu%mwmﬁwm 69 @ samiluiiavun
138 & TusunnglEn1sasaUsyfiunieadn n19
AmSaduaznisaiasieniesdle EPT wislinns
A09dun13TFAnvesiiu Jeilunnaiigndasienn
a1azldldsunisshwimaessniludioiununng
R uaritadoaaaaine i duituiissddin
(vital pulp) ﬁuma'wfiﬁlﬂé’gﬂms%’ﬂmﬂaaq
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snilunazazgninauegsseiiios (follow up)
ilogo1nsueaily dauﬁuﬁgm%ﬁaﬁaa%&qmﬁw
F3ifiF3n (necrotic pulp) Wuituiildsunssnum
AapasInflunazlafun1sysaueiundinissne
ﬂaaqsﬂﬂﬁuaum%ﬁunﬂsw N3ILYANNATA
Bitaduveaniesile EPT lunsseyrudinves
Wu Tiawiiitiade (diagnostic indices) Usgnausay
sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value,
negative predictive value, likelihood ratio of
positive wagiansannueiiady Inednsen
area under ROC curve (AuROC) lpenavodnis
naaaulngiadeis EPT $1UIUT0IHAUINTTS
(true positive; TP) naunaid (false positive; FP)
NAAUAI (true negative; TN) Lasnaaua (false
negative; FN) maamwmaamsgﬂﬁwmmﬁa
WIguguiuansgIue19ds (gold standard) lng
"Luﬁuﬁgﬂﬁquw%’ﬂmmmmﬂﬁuffu UINTFIUB19B9
(gold standard) Aensnseilaidetiunarasan
anmlnseilufadufumeuntssnenusni e
UszLﬁummmmsﬁflmaLﬁaﬁummﬁu@'jfmzqiwm
Uszamiluviseld uasvnneglnsaussamiluugs
anmninsadsyanituduegndls Fensvuaunsi
Tunsadiintodnduidunisasiadnvuzves
InssuUszamilulaenssainnisnselailu (direct
inspection of pulp after cavity access) d@ulunsel
Wuﬁu“]uﬂejmmu@wfmﬂ%mam’;ﬁ]mmaﬁﬂﬁszq
Iuiluusnd lufinesanmdusnasgiusnsda
Sensitivity 889 A Aiw AuENnse
vaansnageuiiazszyiiuiiiulsn (diseased
tooth) flufidhilsadeiiusme (diseased tooth = tooth
with necrotic pulp) AwIndlanueans TP/ATP+FN)
Specificity #u18gis AMILTLNIE Ao AL
ansavesmvaaeuTiazszyituiliilse (tooth
without disease) Hufiliifulsafefufiidia

(tooth without disease =tooth with vital pulp)
AwInllanugns TNATN+FP)

Positive predictive value 1183 Avinune
NAUINTIDAMNEINTUNAUIN AD §REIUY0ITIUI
nansnsrafdunavanudt (nidadugnde)
fesuauramsnTaiunauInTaun (fusam
HAUINAIIEIE) FINAVDINITNAAOULARIILIALT
flwdulse Aaddnnugns TP/TP+FP)

Negative predictive value N8
ANVIUNYHARUNIOATNYINTOINAAU ADERAIUTDY
SnuNanIRTIT I uNaaUW (M33Tadugneie)
fosuiunansasaafidunaaunanun (Jus
HABUAIRIE) B9naTeenIsnaaaURandliiiudd
uliilulsn Aualdnuans TNATN+FN)

Likelihood ratio of positive %1884
auunasiduveswanisnaaeulinauainluiud
WulsalSeuisuiusanisnaaeulsmauinludiy
liifulsa dualdnugns (TPATP+FN)/(FP/
(FP+TN))

n15An¥109 Petersson wazmne® 39
Wumsnegeu Al wagaudwng vesnis
VeaeUmeLASedile EPT waznsvadeunuiou
\fu (thermal test) adnefumsidetl Tnenadeu
1uﬁu17iaz§1’aagﬂ%’ﬂﬂﬂﬂaaaiﬂﬂﬁuiuﬁuuﬁ §MuT5%
wurnasesile EPT Tnanmsvaaeuiidlndifssiv
msvegeulnsmiudslinansnaaeuiifisamss
nnsnedeusisaLteu Msiseiadiniesle
EPT LﬁaqmﬂiﬁﬂumuﬂiﬂﬁagLLé’ﬂumﬁﬂwmaaa
5InHY Qﬂwﬁvﬁwi’mmiﬁﬂm (inclusion criteria)
L{‘Ju;’jﬂwﬁlﬁ%’umieiwiam%fums%’ﬂmmamﬂﬁu
Wannwsauneuen TEun 91nnuTuRngsy
Tsaneruady wazaielu laud a1ndiumunng
audug melunuiuanssy lsmeiuiauiay
imﬁg«iﬂaaﬁié’%fuﬂmﬁi’hﬁuﬁa%’ums%’ﬂwmam
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snfuresnuriuanssulsanguauIsay gUle
filufitlannzUsiudusnd uazanunsaldamls
li1aglduaisn (function) MWlunissesiuily
Uaou (abutment) w3oiilansaninnszgniiy
snitilailguasly fihefigndneenainnisine
(exclusion criteria) Lﬁugﬂ’mﬁlﬁﬁﬂu%m\ﬁu‘ﬁm
Alsiansaliiduiiudaiuauls Taiuaslanne
Usvusiguusslaiannsauiulily safainedll
aansasumsitadelneiedosile EPT 16 1flesan
ideviu wu fUaeildiniesionszdumsyay
29394714 (cardiac pacemaker) LLaw:iﬂwﬁhjﬁuaau
WNINMTIdY

fruusTiAnen WA huuseiu Ae Hiu sausts
FINUIOINU ALUTAIN AD NaTeIN1TIRAIY
\wesile EPT waznisinwiiifluniouinsgiu
91984 (gold standard) karsauUsnIu Ao LA o1
@ity

AIATUINNGUAIBY 1S AUNRFIUAY
naniveluedin® wisaile EPT f61 sensitivity
favaz 70 Tunsidadefuiidu ireversible
pulpitis ;ﬁé’]’a%qG‘?&auuﬁgm%’sdﬂuu%wms
Trusnsveslsanenuiauiaay 4@ sensitivity
TslwihuSesas 70 Inetagien sensitivity WuSosas
80 Tgmsdurnuindegailonisiuieuiie

1%
v

dndunuaninun (fixed value) fail

[zg\/pou = P) + 2Py (1= pi)]z

n=-—=

(7

— Py)?

fn P uvup sensitivity aueunRgiud1e (null hypothesis) Tufitvindu 0.70

FiN P unup sensitivity muauuRgIuie (research hypothesis) Tutiwindu 0.80

ANUAAT OL= 0.05 P9t AN z./? JuNAU 1.96

fuupal B= 0.20 A Zy/2 Jaiiiu 0.84

MvuansnadeullunISAd UADINIg (two-sided test)

BWANDIU 95% wag statistical power 80%

1%
v

AMuIlaRatl

(1.96 X V0.70 X 0.30 + 0.84 X y0.80 X 0.20)
n —

=153

(0.10)2

Yuaiaeg193eldE e 153 918 (@)

NNSAUINNGUTIaE Rl iuT I
153 & usfidvannsoriusmduungusegisld
138 §

nsfiusiusaudoya nideisus

ToyalAENIUNSALYEUIINAENTTUNTIILETTU

ns3delunyed AugndvAans unIneldy

Aauins Angnansesiyiaunuduns Jamina

unsUgs 1aulATINs 17/2559
Mslnsidoya afatld Jisgviany

nosologic indices of diagnostic accuracy #3e
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3 Yamnunuglun1sifede Jsvneunae
m sensitivity, specificity, ROC area, likelihood ratio
of positive, odds ratio, positive predictive value,
negative predictive value lun153tAs1EAIM
annsniifidadefiamuauiiaduniu (diagnostic
performance controlling for confounder) 4@
logictic regression ﬁmUﬂmﬁLLﬂimu Ao LA 978
fumadily WleUssanae diagnostic odds ratio
fimuANFLUsNIULE

NANTSANEI
msnaaaulngltiasesile EPT wuinilu
AelinoUAUDIRENITNAFBY 36 § warduiinis

A1519% 2 navesnsedaulneldiAsedile EPT

A%

=

AevauRs 19 @ andlutiuun 55 & Aldennis
Faduadigniinedindessunisinwaaessnity
druilufidaditin deldnsesilo EPT naaeunu
evAUBIRENIINAEeU 79 § wazlinouauesans
VeEeU 4 3 Mniluiavun 83 & fildannisitede
pdsanvheindaduituiidinlddedldsunmsdnm
AaDesINilY Fan1519di 2
nsnaasulaeldiadesiie EPT firn
sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value,
negative predictive value, ROC area, likelihood

ratio of positive, odds ratio AIMIS99 3

Pulp tissue

Sensitive result

Non-sensitive result

vital

necrotic

79 TN 4 Fp
19 FN

36 TP

A58 3 Aveq sensitivity, specificity, positive predictive value, negative predictive value,

ROC area, likelihood ratio, odds ratio Iﬂﬂi"ﬁmémﬁa EPT ﬁizﬁummﬁaﬁu 95%

Prevalence Pr(necrotic pulp)
Sensitivity Pr(+|necrotic pulp)
Specificity Pr(-Jvital pulp)
Positive predictive value,  Pr(necrotic pulp [+)
Negative predictive value Pr(vital pulp |-)

ROC area
Likelihood ratio(+)
Likelihood ratio(-)

Odds ratio LR(+)/LR(-)

(Sens. + Spec.)/2

Pr(+|necrotic pulp)/Pr(+|vital pulp)
Pr(-|necrotic pulp)/Pr(-|vital pulp) 0.36 Cl:0.25-0.52

39.9%  Cl:31.6-48.5
65.5%  Cl:51.4-77.8
95.2%  Cl:88.1-98.7
90.0%  Cl:76.3-97.2
80.6%  Cl:71.4-87.9
0.80 Cl:0.74-0.87
13.58 Cl:5.12-36.01

37.42 Cl:12.26-112.80
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