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Literature review

Sarcopenic Obesity in Older Adults

Pornkamol Tiranaprakij M.D.", Sirasa Ruangritchankul M.D."

'Division of Geriatric Medicine, Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital,
Mahidol University

Abstract

Sarcopenic obesity is a combination of obesity and loss of skeletal muscle mass. Sarcopenic
obesity is a common problem in the aging population. The prevalence of sarcopenic obesity in
older adults is 11% to 14%. This condition contributes to metabolic and geriatric syndromes,
morbidity, and mortality, resulting in increased hospitalization rates and healthcare expenditures.
The pathophysiology of sarcopenic obesity includes changes in muscle composition and quality,
and hormonal shifts. Sarcopenic obesity is diagnosed by the criteria proposed by the European
Society for Clinical Nutrition and Metabolism (ESPEN) and the European Association for the Study of
Obesity (EASO). The treatment guideline for sarcopenic obesity is non-pharmacological treatment,
such as appropriate diet and exercise to increase muscle mass and strength, and to decrease fat
mass. However, pharmacological treatment has never been approved for older adults. Therefore,
we aimed to update the diverse points of sarcopenic obesity in older persons, including definition,

prevalence, consequences, diagnosis, and management.
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1. unid1 (introduction)

ArduTiuInandaiietion (sarcopenic obesity) unmziinusanfuseninsnsdunas
msgudemandnie 9tinsalnntululssnsgiangitilanuandutiymilddgmeduasisua
AMugnUeIn s mTvInanduiletosluggiengiosay 11-14 uasnuauynfivinTuidieany
1Nty nzdandmdimansznudegunin wu lsamasmiuedn lsavilauasvasaidion amgnmwanm
AMsUTIEU auAmTinugas Simmadetinfidiugetu dagtudvlifuumensitaduamedui
fundnileresiidanu edslsinuluunanuidduumamsitadeandennassiufuresaunay
The European Society for Clinical Nutrition and Metabolism (ESPEN) it&¢ European Association for
the Study of Obesity (EASO) T,mstéTstzusﬁi"mﬁ’uimdwmsamawaqmw‘hmuné’mﬁal,t,auﬂ’muﬁmﬂﬂﬁ
29403AUTZNOUTINIY LmemisﬂmmavmusammmuLuauaammummma dulugJunssnun
wuulalgen ﬂﬁvﬂa‘ulﬂmaﬂﬁiwivmummﬁamumsaaﬂmaamsmmm zay Fanssnwilaglden
galyilasunissusedlunguigeens ‘ﬂafguul,t,mwmﬁﬂmmazmui'gmunamLuauaaummwmﬂwma
wazdilaifamluszdvanna unanudidumsnursdeyanesanmussnmgdusuiumandudetios
gUAnsal wuamnanmsAansesuaznsitade waznsinw Weluussleniluguasnuinngdiusuiy
wanduiletesdniugzenglve
2. A131NAA1Y (definition)

MsinAuYesnzIandLietes (Sarcopenla) MY the European Working Group on
Sarcopema in Older People (EWGSOP)' ERERE miwumiamaamaﬂamLuaiamwmiammﬁuaa
mudausindaniie WaY/130 dussanmuasndnsiile (physical performance)

amzdluggeeny (obesity in older adults) mnefs MsATmesinsazauvedlusiufitaund

NIOUNLAUAIUNG G‘ﬁqﬁﬁmajma%’wﬁawm%ﬁﬂ lagUszifiuannawsiiinaniense body mass index
(BMIY*® wavUSunanesifunveslusiu (body fat percentage)
AzdusiUIandLietes (sarcopenic obesity) #1eds N3 ufUIeINIZEI (obesity) 7ifl
U‘%mmﬂa%ﬁuﬁmaﬂmﬁuﬁqq (high body fat percentage) wazamazananduileties (sarcopenia) i
msqayﬁamamﬁ”mLﬁaéauﬁUﬂ13amaaﬂawmLLs‘ﬁQLméumﬂa”mﬁa WaY/130 AN1TANAIVDIANTIONINNA
dedmansznumanain®

3. 4ayan193zuIAINe" (epidemiology)

Wosnndagiunasianadmiunmsitedunneduhutuinandiotios (sarcopenic obesity)
Tudszmnsgasogliuida é’qﬁ?uﬁﬁamaé’msvmoﬁwmsuaam’gvﬁﬁqLLmﬂﬁhqﬁuiuLLGiavﬂivL‘vm W‘U’jﬁﬂ’l’lllsljﬂ
maam%musamumaﬂamLuauaaiumauﬂwmmwmmwm&Ju'mm’] 60 U Sovaz 11 9 14 waziile
mameummmﬂmaamuuummawumuﬂu PNNTANINUIIFEIRY 75 T NUANUYNAIEa WY
wandniletendeuay 235°

4. wsn%anﬂW%aenﬂazé’auiauﬁumané”mLﬁaﬁaﬂiuﬁjgamq (pathogenesis of sarcopenic obesity
in older adults)

weSanmueInIsinnnzsusmfumanduiletes (sarcopenic obesity) ARINVIAEEYR
wu mMaBsuulasesdusznauesimenindundeuasluifufiduiusfuogfiunniu nsdsuntas
50T TITANTZUILNTRIHAI NS 1970
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4.1 mswﬁ'ﬂuuﬂm@mmwu,a::mﬁﬂsznausuaana"wﬁa (changes in muscle composition
and quality)

31NN1ANYINUIMNGI1Y 50 U uanauiieazanacdesay 1-2 el waziinisiiiuduves
lsuuumLmsﬂmﬂuﬂmmuama INNTLUIUNTT myosteatosis dInaliAIuaINIsalun1sNIIUves
n&uiiieanas uamrmumq‘mmﬂﬂuaamaslwmiaﬂawmﬂammmﬁuwmmﬂm %30 Fast-twitch
(type 1) muscle fiber ?3@Lﬁummaﬁﬁcﬁdﬂwﬂﬁﬂé’mLﬁaﬁﬂ’mmﬁmﬁﬂaﬂmg

4.2 nswWisuuwlasvasiudiv (changes in adipose tissue)

LlIE]EﬂEJlI']ﬂGUUWUﬂ’]ﬁLWiJsUuleENU'iiﬂmbLsUiJusmaﬂNﬁi‘ﬂm@ﬂ'ﬁ@ﬂLﬂ‘U“UENi’Nﬂ’]ﬂ“UH’]@GﬂLLU‘UL'iE]N
LA LNISNAIBEITNITENIEY (inflammatory cytokines) wu IL-6, C-reactive protein ag tumor
necrosis factors’ mmaqums@amaawgauuﬂﬂqmiamasuaamaﬂm:uLuaLLazmazmaﬂmmuauaa

4.3 mswasuulasgasluy (hormonal shift)

p1gfifiuunntuiinisanasessesTuudanisiiivle 3o anabolic hormones wu growth
hormone, insulin-like growth factors 1 W@y testosterone v‘iﬂﬁlﬁmmiqm?{amaﬂﬁmﬁal,l,aﬁmaw
nszvaumsaalsiu. Swdulimadisuressesluulunguifiunisaans wie catabolic hormones iy
cortisol Asmalsiiinsamedmedusiilundanie

4.4 nizmun'mmwmzywéﬁmu (energy metabolism)

miamawaamaﬂﬁmLﬁ@iuﬁaamadamﬂﬁﬁmiamawaaé’m"mmmmmmwé’wuﬁu%m (basal
metabolic rate) LLavmﬂwaﬂmus'gmaai'mﬂ'miul,mau'ma@aﬂ (total energy expendlture) mﬂﬁuaua
wumwaqawammiamawaaamqmﬂmmmmwawuwumuiaaau 1-29n 10U 9 mmmwmu Gumuwiuﬂam
mmaumummsamawmamwmsmemmwaamuwumu mﬂﬂiymumimmanaawa”Lmnmwawu
mumuLLUaagULUulsuuuauamwmu

5. NANTENUVBINNIEEILIILTUNIANAaiatiee (consequences of sarcopenic obesity)
amgduuivmanduiodeslungulssansdaiengdmansenuliifnnisdudulsama
wmuedn' uazngueInsigeey” laun massisuns A amgduain amganugRaunmes
Amzaveaden LLauﬂﬁJLﬁﬁJﬂﬂJiiﬂﬂWWGLUHW'{L“USU?G]U%‘\]’I’JU
uaﬂmﬂumaumuiamumaﬂamLuauaamwammumam’auammw " unsiRLTuYeIEnTT
nsupulsameIuIa AeylaTIng warAaAMTIRTLY wazdwmariiunisifinaisywnaninuazsne
M3deTin® ilewnanlsalanazrasnidon lsannudulafinguaslsavasndenaues

6. MsAANTBILAZNNTITTENIZEIusAULIanA ety (screening and diagnostic approach
for sarcopenic obesity)

PNVORNAITIUAUYBIANAN The European Society for Clinical Nutrition and Metabolism
(ESPEN)’ wag European Association for the Study of Obesity (EASO)" kagwlINIINITAANTDINIA
n&ie91n The Asian Working Group for Sarcopenia (AWGS)" wetunaunsfinnsesaznsIdede
amzdusuiuandaiiotes (sarcopenic obesity) FaununIwg 1+
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A1SANNTDY

®  angdiu: arliurans BMI: body mass index) W3 atduseutel (WC :
9y
waist circumference) Tagutanamiauyesa
® amwmaniuileey: ToyannUseIRUALWUUARNTDY LYW SARC-F

v
o Tasdoslinaaosdosiuny

nN53TsY

-

@

P an o ' < y 2
NMFUITELUUNDNITIUIRY LU9aNL U 2 YUADU A

1. msnuresndunijoats (skeletal muscle function) Taefimsvszifiu
mmu%mawmﬂﬁﬁmﬁa (strength : handgrip) 1BL/13 0ANTTONINUDY
ﬂﬁ}m!ﬁ’a (physical performance) 134 chair stand test

2.  o0sAUsEnauYeesnene (body composition) Tasilsziiiviiumiesay
voelugiu (body fat percentage) $yufumsanasveandwiie

(muscle mass) Tage1feIAI 09191521311 191 BIA W38 DXA scan

v
N o

Tnefesilvantodesiuiy sagldsunsitadendu sarcopenic obesity

ILYTUVBIDINTG

(staging)

N

SEAUYINMIEDAUSINAVNRaNA1UL e YR USTLUAINNANTENUADDINIS

aa 1 <)
VNG BRIRIRINGRLL[R]

a

seeedl 1 (stage 1) : Lilinansznumendiin

szeefl 2 (stage 2) : THANTEMUMIAATN 15U MiAa TsAMIVean
(metabolic  diseases) Tsanalanaznaoaiaoauaz Tsan1aau
o9 (cardiovascular and respiratory diseases) #3oHANTENY

aeanuangnlums1933nlses13u (functional disability)

BHUAINN 1 LEASTUNDUNITANNTBILALNNSINIRYNILDIUSINAULIANAUL LD LD

6.1 N1SANNTBINTIZDIUTIUNUNIANAULLETRY (screening for sarcopenic obesity)
wugilidnsdansesmsluguvuiaslsameiuia lewuzididn1sannsean1IedusIuiuLla
nanuLileties (sarcopenic obesity) A9l

6.1.1 AnNIIN1zdUlULg9918 (screening for obesity in older adults)
Annsoenraulugasengledlifviluianieviodusouninimisenl® nsdnwideyalulne

55

WUINIAANIeIN IS INdMIULa e Ine N gaulawinsUTEEIuEUTEULEIEY I > 80 URWAS

1

WIS > 78 [gualuns'

7
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A9 1 LAALNSINISANNTDIN1ILDIULAEAUTNIANULAZLAUSDULDD

Uszwe/gine Auilaaniy iUTaULD?
Alansu/ms’ IHURLIAT
dmsuitiansnnizdiu dnsvidadunnizaiu
LnaUTIAING > 30 fone > 110, fudla > 105

(international

definition)

GUEOETElY > 30 fne = 110, s = 105
s uAzUWUETN > 25 fane = 90, fwds =80
Uszineilne > 25 f1e 2> 90, fnds = 80
Usinfinmi > 25 o1 > 83, fuda =76
Usznadtu > 25 dune > 85, fuds =90
Useiaiy > 28 funeg = 90, fuds =80

6.1.2 ﬁmnaaqmazmané’wLﬁaﬁaaiuﬁjgaa'\q (screening for sarcopenia in older adults)

n3InvUIRUeY (calf circumference)

AN AWGS 815118 < 30 WwuRilums uazlund < 33 wuilues uansdannandeddunsiin
amzananduiotes’ Yszmnslnefinnsuiuinasidansostasdiianudssienininnnzung
ndunilotion inasflufe < 35 wufes uaslufnds < 3¢ wufiuns®

WUUARNTDN (validated questionnaires)

wuudnnsasdmsumsUssdiunmzanandnilotios 1A SARCF inauwinmznandundetios
SARC-F score > 4 aguuu’’

6.2 M53daseuazdinisusziiiun1izdusauiuuanduiladios (diagnosis andmethod of
measurement for sarcopenic obesity)

Mé’w’mz}’ﬂaEJﬁmﬂiaamwé’auuazmwmaﬂé’mLﬁaﬁaaLLazLeﬁ’ﬁmmsﬁmwﬁ’a 6.1.1 uaz 6.1.2
fuavagldfunisUssiiudensifiadunmednsmtunanduniotes midadunnediudniuaa
nduiletosudady 2 du ldunnsussdiunsiauesndiuiioans (skeletal muscle function)
LaznsUsEiiuesdUsynousnanie (body composition) Inadesdivaasedusynouisauiu faueand
WAUANA 19 uazas1ed 2%

6.2.1 N15UsEEIUN1SINUYBINATULIBaNY (skeletal muscle function)
Ipgausndentelateunii serinenisUszluAmLUISNISwaINALteaNs wsonsUIERUALTIONN
99519018 UINNNUTIUDATNEY D oINTANURAUNRYDINITYINUNAULITLeaNe fen1sIen 2>
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A15199 2 N5INATENMITDIUTWAULNaNaUL et

e =l T
myin GEORAD) inousin1satade
Y18 VT

= o 2 J -
ATTUTELEIUNTTVNIUYRIna3Laa18 (skeletal muscle function)

ANnuLdaus 590uUfle (handgrip strength) (Alan3u) 28 18
W &

natle

aussonmomame | anudalumsiiuuszaznig 6 wes 1.0 1.0

(6-meter usual gait speed) (WAT/AUT)

nsantia 5 A1 (Guail) 12 12

{5-times sit to stand test)

N15Usz1EU short physical 9 9

performance battery (SPPB) (AzLLuu)

n1sUszifluasdusznauinanie (body composition)

i J
@naniie Dual energy X-ray absorptiometry: 7 54

(DXA scan) (Alanfu/iumns®

Bioelectrical impedance (BIA) 7 57
waluiiu USnnfasazvailysiy

inusleLEvigawim > 30 % > 40 %

inousfuszmadiyu > 20 % > 30 %

InausiauUszINANINE > 27 % > 38 %

6.2.1.1 MsUsziiuanuudussvasnanuiioans’
ussUudle (Hand-grip strength)
& aa aY vo a a a I3 1% & =
Juasnisilasuanuiouunniignlunisussidiunnuudausaveanduieaisiiosnin
MladregUagndussduiienaduiusiuanuaiunsalunisiedoulmiwaznsinfainsusedniuanas
N A a Y A a a ay vo a " Y A
ussfuilouszifiulneldipSasiio Handheld dynameter 4 2 yiaflasuanufeu laun wissvinusetuile
Wilnau3e (Smedley) Ml Tatuvingu Wndaauvugn Tuinsuwwanies Tneiiasedowaioanussdu
nile uazvilalanseda Jamar) ninluinlslaglvigiesedenean 90 aemudioanuselu lnensaedisiv
9 ~ v & v A Ql' ¢ v a v Y a a o a N A Ao
ANLINUUBYUBY 2 A LLaﬂsUmmnﬂij Imammwﬁma < 28 Alansu WAEYS < 18 Alansu dussuiionen
6.2.1.2 N135ULUAUNITANINYDITI9NTE (physical performance)™
Tnedonyidalatants
N13an1a 5 Ae (5-times sit to stand test)
AUrgisHINYIdenenentadlignaniind naunts udiandudiulval videiiiasiuau
AU 5 AT wazN13dunan lnswuzduinaniindnig lulide Tudnwinuy inasinisusediudi > 12 3wl
NUEDIANTIANINVDITNNTANAS
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WUITEE 6 LIAT (6-meter walk for gait speed)

fhoduseiosfuduszerna 6 wms Meonnuwesaiuunivesithelagliiiheausoarh
T¥gunsalvaeiiu (sait aids) lemauund Tnsinasidade < 1.0 m/s mnefanssnnInyedasnanien
uiiFoasziingz ansudanaluggeengiiinsdonidouriodoasinnidey deeramuuniulugzseny
fd1u flervsumumsulanamsedulddrasmindalse

N13UsELIU short physical performance battery (SPPB)

n15UszLIU short physical performance battery Lﬁuﬂwﬁmmagnuﬁ%’ﬁgﬁumuiﬁau,awmmj
URUR Insuvsmsineandu 3 @ fe 1.) nsiaanuaiunsalunmssds (balance test) A n1sEuin
Fafu Guvimdeniueimils (semi tandem) uagBuwingoru (tandem) 2) Msianaifu 4 wasuan
Fudnnsifu 3) myinnisan-ds 5 ads Tneinauridafe < 9 Azl et aussan eI INEs
fasengiidinaminsussifiuanuudusiondnuile uas/vienusiUssliuaussanmndnuile
oglaegmils JaagldunisuseiiuesAuszneuuesnanie

6.2.2 N5UszIliuaeAUIZNaUYB9319M1Y (body composition)*®

nsUszifiunsdusznevuetsane inisdseiuianandiuiediunaunn (appendicular
skeletal muscle mass: ASMI) wazUsinadlasilusnane fosUsaifiunasdinasivaosegrdaeiiisnis
Uszdfiuaniedesile Dual-energy X-ray Absorptiometry (DXA scan) %#3© Bioelectrical Impedance
Analysis (BIA) flannsnadl 2> usegnalsfmulagiudmiudgeenglnedshifinasidmiunsidadenns
Frufitaiay
7. ms¥nwaizdausufuinanguiiodes (treatment for sarcopenic obesity)

nsSnamusutuandaiiedesiiddyfonsnulaglilder (non-pharmacolosical
treatment) léuA oonfdsmeuazanglarunmsfimvingay i’mqﬂizmﬁtﬁaLﬁ'umaﬂé’ﬁmﬂf@ AL
wswasnduiile waniieliAanasundinusofuduay (nesative enersy balance) dswaliany3unas
lusiu tagtudslsifiouazmsrdaildfunisiusesuasideyansinurinmnzauiunsinwaie s
Safunanduieteslundugaony esmndesialunsfinyuasradnades

nssnenlnelilden (non-pharmacological treatment)

AMulavuIN1s (nutritional intervention)

nssuUsEMUOIMINGNUey (hypocaloric diet) fiusgansninlunisandsunalusiu wsena
WliAansanaweunandniesiusewuiy ImaLawwaﬂwqﬁqiuéﬂaﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁazmaaﬂﬁwuLﬁaﬂaa ety
wuzthlRanndseusmisaeuasliiiu 500-750 AlauaasdseTuainndsuemsneiuinislasu
Wioantnin 0.5-1 Alanuseduannt wseUssanadosas 8-10 vaswhnindalugag 6 Wou niefiansan
anndauemnsietuas nasuainanasiuas 200 AlauAas’ warUSuTUALAILILNEEL?

Umnalusuifisamedeiulunguigeeny fo 1-1.2 nfuseAlansuvesimingdeu ioas
anmanandanide anuannsalunsvihauresndnie selanmnsadinlusiuligedu 1.2-1.5 ndu
senlanduvosimtndase uld &liilsalnese

nselusius sy 828U (leucine) (2-2.5 nfusetu) anunsatienisasdusiundiie

uraBeunazInTuAnsaiuluggiengivininiui22 wudeaiuteyanin American Academy
of Geriatrics 57891UARSIHINTUR (vitamin D2 or D3) 1,000 IU SafuupaiBesludihegeoiefiiinng
WI0INAUR InasnensEAUInIdUANINAIT 30 ng/ml
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N1599NANAINY (exercise)

nseenfdineviauelsdn (aerobic exercise) Treliszuuilanas nasmdenineui iy
UsinallaTnmeusse msvinauweseulyl wazaussonmnnsinauwesndanile vasifioafudioanniy
?TaﬁusgéuuazﬂszmumiﬁmmLﬁmmsamwauﬁaﬁahﬂu Ingasrniseundielaniugiiniseeniidanig
siauelsdafiiauussssiuUunansegnetion 150 wniisedunnnt vsermuusesssuvtinegnstos 75 wndl
sodun9i Tnesogamssantdsnenuuuelslinfuusiluggeogie oontdsdailldndandetalmg
iy s e viemsdudnseiu ludgsengiilidderurielsnyszsdh

nseenidievinfiuanuudusndiuie (resistance exercise) unsoenidaittieiiui
AL ausILazanand e éfm%’uﬁmmaﬁﬁﬂnuéﬁui”mﬁ’umaﬂﬁmﬁaﬂaa LLuuﬁwmsaaﬂﬁwa‘”ﬂﬂw
smm progressive resistance training faviay 2 ﬂ'ﬁﬂ duauwlumﬂu) aaﬂma\‘imﬁ 8-12 ﬂﬁx‘i IWEJLimu
71 50% w84 repetition maximum (RM) wazndsaneanidneetssoiios Seroaiutudy 65-70%
989 RM aua1nu® lag 1 RM vimaaqumuﬂquwmmsasmléﬂwmmq

N1509NANNINEUUUNENNEU ﬁgqgﬂl,wumiaaﬂﬁwé’amajLLUULL@Iﬁﬁﬂ'ﬁ'wﬁUﬂ'ﬁaaﬂﬁwé’qLﬁaLﬁu
ﬂmuLL%QLL’NGUmﬂéJWLﬁEJ (combined both resistance and aerobic exercise) ﬁﬂizﬁw%ﬂ’lwﬁaﬁamﬂﬁm
wandunilenazanuansolunisinureindmiideans uenainivaglunisaaneanalytuuinninns
sonidanefissrdalayianie

8. una3u (conclusion)

Azdusufuandiletes (sarcopenic obesity) LﬂuﬁmmmmwﬁﬁﬁmLLawwummﬁu
iuﬂaumaﬂaﬁa WeBanMwRIn TSI AUInand ey laun mnﬂaauuﬂammmwLLauaﬂﬂ‘UiuﬂaU
sUENﬂa'TlILuaLLa”VLSUQJUGnlI@’]EJWlﬂﬂSUU m'ﬁl:daEJuLLiJaqsuaﬂaa%‘iuuua”msauuaaaiv ﬂ'ﬁL‘LJﬁEJULL‘UﬁQﬂﬁ”‘U'JU
N1IONLEU Lﬂmﬁmmiﬂ@ﬂiaflLLawmmu%aam’Jumummﬂumaﬂmmuauaﬂugqmﬂq Ten13Useiiiunig
A529M159UYeINdEe TundvesruudussweanduionarnsUseliuaussan meessneniey
sufumsUszdivesAdsznouvassamerananduileuazUsinalatiu nshuanedusuiuina
ndundletiosluffgeongiunmssmvuuulldoldnn mslilasunsedramnzausuiumsseaniidame
WUUNALNEIU ARN1TRRnnIdInteuliaLelilna (aerobic exercise) SAUAUNITODNAANRIN1BTTAFI 1
snandnunile (resistance exercise) vedilutlagtiunisnunmeususvinandundetioslaenislien
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