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Case Report

Curcin Intoxication among Royal Thai Army Privates: Case Series

Thunyaporn Tangtrongchitr, Nat Krairojananan and Kitisak Sanprasert

Department of Trauma and Emergency Medicine, Phramongkutklao Hospital

Abstract:

Jatropha curcas commonly known as “Saboo Dum” is the most common plant poisoning in Thailand.
Saboo Dum seeds used as raw material for biodiesel fuel manufacture especially in Royal Thai Military units.
The seed contains a toxin called curcin which can caused hepatotoxicity in humans. We reported twenty-eight
private soldiers who were brought to the emergency department with gastrointestinal symptoms after ingested
Saboo Dum. All patients discharged from hospital without any complications. In this case series revealed from
Phramongkutklao Hospital Mass Casualties Incident (MCI) and MCI plan declaration for poisonous victims. As
the lack of awareness is the major cause, knowledge of this seed may play important role to reduced incidence
of curcin poisoning.
Keywords: @ Jatropha curcas @ Saboo Dum @ Military private @ Mass casualties

RTA Med J 2017;70:41-5.
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2142% (n = 28)
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MMTUEN
aAnlduazaien 96.4%
MW 78.6%
1heviag 50%
NAATIAVNARIUTRMS Adougu

(GHGERIG0)

Aol AST 25.5 (16-70)
Fiawlasl ALT 20 (9-102)
ehai5ululasian (BUN) 11 (8-17.3)
FeaLafdin (Cr) 09 (0.7-1.3)

mlzfes (Na) 143 (140-146)
3.7 (3.37-4.55)
103.1 (97-110.1)
22.3 (19-26.8)
ALT: Alanine Amino-

mlnunsdan (K)
maaalan (1)
flumsuame (HCO)

AST: Aspatate Aminotransferase;
transferase; BUN: Blood Urea Nitrogen; Cr: Creatinine;
Na: serum sodium; K: serum potassium; Cl: serum chlo-

ride; HCOS: serum bicarbonate
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