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in Central District of Ubon Ratchathani

Phongsathon Rojsatapong* Korrakot Khosinglang* Natthanapon Thitichettrakul*

Sataporn Sareerattanakorn* Sasikorn Siriwiwatthanakornkul*

Abstract

Nowadays, there were the number of traffic accidents of emergency medical service
(EMS) vehicles and tend to increase, resulting in injuries and damages to patients, health
personal and vehicles. Knowledge and attitude of EMS drivers were basically the main fac-
tors that caused traffic accidents. The aim of this study was to estimate the prevalénce of
good knowledge and attitude towaréis safety driving among EMS drivers in central district
of Ubon Ratchathani. The cross-sectional study was performed among 64 EMS drivers in
central district of Ubon Ratchathani in February 2016. The self-administered questionnaires
were used, which were four parts of 1) demographic data, 2) knowledge about safety driving
on emergency medical vehicles, 3) attitude towards emergency medical vehicles driving,
and 4) recommendations. It was found that the prevalence of EMS drivers who had good
knowledge about safety driving were 9.4% (95% Cl 3.5, 19.3) and good attitude were 29.7%
(95% Cl 18.9, 42.4). The most incorrect answers were about the operating codes and cate-
gory of patients, emergency light signals and sirens, and the speed of EMS vehicles. The
attitudes that affected safety were the_high speed driving on duty and the confidence in
driving skills. Moreover, only 35.9% of the drivers had passed the course of EMS drivers. The
responsible agencies should give importance to specific qualification of EMS drivers and

promoted training course to improve their knowledge and attitude.

Keywords : emergency medical service vehicles, emergency medical service drivers,

safety driving
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