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Abstract: The comparative study of positive thinking of the pre-clinical year medical students
Ratchadaporn Namase, M.Ed.
Division of Education, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, Bangkok 10700, Thailand.

Siriraj Medical Bulletin 2012;56(1).......
Objective: The purposes of this research were to compare positive thinking and to study interaction
effects according to gender, learning achievement and life experiences.
Methods: Three hundred and thirty-four pre-clinical year medical students of the Faculty of Medicine

Siriraj Hospital were recruited by Stratified Random Sampling. Two instruments; positive thinking inventory
and life experiences questionnaire were used for data collection, and the data were analyzed by basic
statistics and two-way, three-way analysis of variance.

Results: The results of the research were as follows:

1. The pre-clinical year medical students both male and female had positive thinking in
high level. Also, their positive thinking levels were similar. The pre-clinical year medical students who had
learning achievement in 2.50 — 2.99, 3.00 — 3.49 and 3.50 — 4.00 levels had positive thinking in high level.
The group of students who had learning achievement in 3.50 — 4.00 level had the highest positive thinking.
Additionally, the pre-clinical year medical students who had both negative and positive life experiences had
positive thinking in high level. Besides, the positive thinking of the pre-clinical year medical students who
had positive life experiences were higher than the pre-clinical year medical students who had negative life
experiences.

2. The pre-clinical year medical students who had differences of gender, learning
achievements and dissimilar life experiences had similar levels of positive thinking.

3. Gender-learning achievement, gender-life experiences and learning achievement-life
-experiences did not effect the positive thinking of the pre-clinical year medical students.

4. In general gender, learning achievement and life experiences had no effect on positive
thinking of the pre-clinical year medical students.

Conclusion: The positive thinking of the pre-clinical year medical students were not different when
were classified by gender, learning achievement and life experiences. Also the interaction of these three
variables did not effect the positive thinking of the pre-clinical year medical students

Keywords: Positive thinking, learning achievements, life experiences, the pre-clinical year medical students
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