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Cytologic Diagnosis of Infection in Pap Smear

Sasithorn Singkam*, Suchittra Anacha*

*Cytology Division, Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University,
Bangkok 10700, Thailand.

Siriraj Medical Bulletin 2024;17(1):63-71

ABSTRACT

Various organisms such as bacterial infections, fungal infections, protozoan, and viral infections can be detect-
ed in vaginal and cervical specimens collected for cervical cancer screening or Pap smear. Some organisms are sexually
transmitted and cause infectious diseases in female genital tract and need to be treated but some are not. Organisms and
cellular changes in Pap smear need carefully interpreted according to the Bethesda system for reporting cervical cytology
2014 because they mimic to other cellular changes from other causes and have some difficulty for interpretation. The
current Bethesda reporting system divided infection into 4 major types as mention above. From 4 major types, we can
classify and report the infection into 6 subtypes including trichomonas vaginalis (T'V'), fungal organisms morphological-
ly consistent with Candida spp., shift in flora suggestive of bacterial vaginosis (BV), bacteria morphologically consistent
with Actinomyces spp., cellular change consistent with herpes simplex virus (HSV), and the last one is cellular changes
consistent with cytomegalovirus(CMV). The detection of organisms and cellular changes may help the clinicians to pro-

vide early treatment for infected woman before they have severe symptoms and can reduce transmission to their partners.
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(Negative for Intraepithelial Lesion or Malignancy : NILM)
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Fun38n19959uuTIn Pap smear dauvsgeslfidu 238 e 1 Trichomonas vaginalis

M3ATITMEESINE UL AN (Conventional Pap smear)
LAYNIIATIVNLAEIMELUUBIAN (Liquid-based cytol-
ogy) B 2 33T annsaifadensindemamadine i
miam%aLLﬂqaamﬂ‘fJumLmﬁLﬁﬂmﬂiiﬂaﬂsiammwiﬁmﬁuﬁ‘
wazldlalsadnsiavnanaduius lneonanueinisiauninia
Addn Wy mMannum Auiivinvesaaen Saudne™ uenan
Wet smear &IN50 539N 188 e lnensdaudwadeeds
Papanicolaou stain' mmmuaﬂﬁaﬁaﬁm‘Jummamaﬂmmi
fianduiiaeldiduty uasginuuzvssdousazainnield
n&esqansaa Faudegadn (Organisms) nuldluzosnaen
waznungn Sadeuuaiide Wem Welida uazne1s nis
iﬁﬁliﬂmsamL%afvmLsaaé%wmmﬁﬂ%gaﬁmmé’ﬁzﬁuﬁﬂwmn
LLazﬁﬂUgjms%’ﬂmﬁﬁ']waﬁ’mﬁam%aﬂsxmmm 9
Tuunaruiagndniaenznsindefisisauna
f1U38UYU The Bethesda System for Reporting Cervical
Cytology 2014 (TBS 2014) Wity AsTIEUNAYeINIIAN
Wagadn (Organisms) dmaglungunismenunamwadund

2. Fungal organisms morphologically consistent with
Candida spp.

3. Shift in flora suggestive of bacterial vaginosis

4. Bacteria morphologically consistent with Actinomyces spp.
5. Cellular change consistent with herpes simplex virus

6. Cellular changes consistent with cytomegalovirus
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Lﬂjaqaﬂlwﬁwﬂuuﬂﬂmﬁa% (Organisms in Pap smear)
\Wouuniite (Bacteria infection)
1. Bacterial vaginosis (BV)
amzdenaendeunlasmindeuuniice (Racterial
vaginosis : BV) LflumLmﬁwuﬂaaﬁqmmmmaﬁmﬂmﬁham?
fowsaiug dndornisanamdunnvum anamedietu
(milky vaginal discharge) findunduanvan (fishy odor)
UNTIYBITNUDINITAULAZLAUYBIARDATINAY AIUYNWAN
sfulusywinedosas 5-50 Ineifioupdamiislaiuansennis &

BV flanwsunnnanuliaugavesiuaiiseludesnaen lny
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wupiiSeriiauanlnun@ala (Lactobacilli) Susunaanas vinlv
M pH vesveavmlutesraesiundiiunsn linn1ndvauna
uaz Vaginal pH iiauann <4.5 1Ty 4.5-6.0°

ANWAULNIUYARINGT

23180 ME BV 2anmanu Clue cells vunszan
dlas oghationdenay 20 voe Squamous cells savun Tag
Clue cells Ao Squamous epithelial cells ﬁgﬂﬂﬂﬂquﬁ’w
Coccobacilli (short bacilli, curved bacilli, #5® mixed bac-
teria) (nw 1n) wagazlinunupiiiSevia Lactobacilli uay
Squamous cells fignuuaiiGefananunaguassiivunmmad
sueindeaidunit®®
2. Actinomyces species

Wonszna Actinomyces udounsuuan Aidudu
a8 (filamentous bacteria) IngUnfonduaglugesuin uagms
Wuewnsdwas nuldliveslulinuegnuazdesnasn ol
MsaiueInN1AnTe Actinomyces LiuIINTUNG RN
WAuAlA (Intrauterine Contraceptive Device: 1UD) sy
Sasnsnuidetufurlauagsseznatuenisly IUD

ANWUINIUYAAINGN

Actinomyces luaiflosasnudnvazido 1Judu
anenzidung maﬂmwaaﬂejua@ﬁﬁwﬁuvﬁu WHUNDS
LiuseaziBenveade (Cotton ball) wazu3naseuuen
vosnguuasiliannsndiudeifudume (ilamentous

1,34

bacteria) (AW 1%)
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Wosn (Fungal infection)

dwlug)iinainide Candida albicans gaiisfosay
80-89 fwmdeifnanaeiudililsdaduay’ fUoeinasd
91115AUUTNUDTBIZINALAY LT IAADA WUSNWZVDY
anvAa1elesisn (Curd like) uasAniuuiunisrenasn’

ANYAUTNUYARINEN

Candida albicans luaile$agdl 2 3U19 Fagusne
gad (yeast form) uazgusraluduens Pseudohyphae
gad flvua 3-7 lupseu T3usienaun wiegUly vwadn dw
Pseudohyphae tHuduangm vaduvieu 9 @wisauan
Aafuanald v 2 3 ndvuyuazenanudnunses a
uALiawadasuTeay Pseudohyphae viliindnwely Shish

kebabs (il 2)"*¢

\Wengn3luvasnaan (Trichomoniasis)

Trichomoniasis %38 Trichomonas vaginalis: TV Hu
TsARnsemaneduius fiinannnsindeluslags wione 3
dosnaen wulugudjannnitde fuednlngliuanioinis
Tn 9 fiessosay 30 maa@'ﬂwwﬁﬁ’u fuansornisveslse’
annsinuiinnerndudinges Ao Yesraanindu
willu $dnAu Wutinvaslinaduius wasszamaifosuay
Haeny’ anvunsndewvedsa Wodulseillusewinesnsis
534 enafimudsssenisaaennouimue waznIsnenadl
vhwidnshtiosninunic®

AT 1 SnuaienIaadinie1ved Bacterial vaginosis JkunATiise Coccobacilli 9nuaunnunagu Squamous

epithelial cells (Clue cells) (MW 1n) aNWUENIIYANINGVBITD Actinomyces spp. (A 1) (Aela

ndvganssAUiGaIveny 40 win)
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Andl 2 Shwasmamadineweade Candida spp. WU Pseudohyphae 91uuinnUsUuiu Budding yeasts #in
duuy (09 2n) awmdawaddeuseu Pseudohyphae viliiinanwaug Shish kebabs (21w 29) (Meldndesgansse
ANaaee 40 1)
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Awd 3 dnwuzmaadineivesnisinde Trichomonas vaginalis JUs1awadndegnuns duadeatvuindn U
FEAoulUMSuwaduazIunInegi U (anterior flagella) (n1w 3n) nmuansEnwuzluaded wuin (flagella)
wazsiewalundnas (undulating membrane) (Nw 3%) dhwasmawadinewesdie Trichomonas vaginalis ﬁagLLUU
P wazmzagidungy Tnsinzegseu 4 wadauala (11w 3a, A 39) dnwvagmsidsuulanmesradaunsia
finusaufunisinie Trichomonas vaginalis wuiltesinsszwindlalananadufuiiaedea (Perinuclear halo) wasdl 2
fuadea (Binucleated) (11 37) Nsidevvestasuniu nuiladeaiUa 9 vee Trichomonas vaginalis (N9 38) (118
Tindesganssaimaseny 40 i)

fiun: mRss Avien mhogadine NIRRT UTIYINGT AZWINVEANERSATININEIUE UNTINETSELTing
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gﬂiﬂﬂL%aémaﬂ Trichomonas ﬂaywqml,wi‘ (Pear
shaped) vun 15-30 lupseu lelananadufndini wsodilen
3974 (cyanophilic) Tuadeaiivwinan JUs1wienseaisey
Aeulumssumad (eccentric) (a1 3n) UneASio19azLdiy
wuInegd1unin (anterior flagella) wioenaagliiiunuan
(flagella) ¥®4 Trichomonas vaginalis Lﬁ@d‘\]’]ﬂ%@ﬂiﬂ‘izwd’m
nsnsanardouwad dvuaneqfudadenn filefalun
4198 (undulating membrane) Faelun1sipdoud (nm 3v)
wazile Trichormonas vaginalis mf\]%agﬁm 9 N3N
Jungulnaianizsou o wadawald (0 3m, 210 39)
drunnwadawaatasziinsudsunlas iesnnnissniay
Fanufivesinesgninalelanatadufuiedea (Perinuclear
halo) Tnndealatudntes unsnsedl 2 Tandea Binucleat-
ed) vivenaneiadua (Multinucleated) (AW 39) wagdin1s
deuveslasuniiu e1anudundeadn 1 ve9 Trichomonas
vaginalis luifundsdae (nm 32)
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Wala%a (Viral infection)
1. Herpes Simplex Virus (HSV)

7o Herpes Simplex Virus Julsainidenane
dius sl lauazunanaonii 4 vuieymadu
ofezduiugans dwlngdu serotype 2 (HSV-2)"

ANWALINIYARINGT

aflesininuagninagnuiiumnds (background)
fifi proteinaceous discharge fflwadfindonvunivin
polymorphonuclear leukocytes (PMNs) UstUuaguin
Snuaieiidfy Aowadauaiaazivareduadea (Multi-
mucleation) usiazfundoaazldeiuiuiundoaiioging
1AEe (Molding) Youvesiamduanuniu (Magination of
nuclear chromatin) AMglutladsasznulasuiAuindai
a9ra18n329nR (Ground glass chromatin) Laze1any
Intranuclear inclusion duasegnsinarsiiiadeals (a1
an, 7w 49) warunAssonanuiidnvasduwadifien 9 Lot

(M 4, A 49)t>4

AN 4 SNBALYNIAAINYITDINTAATE Herpes simplex virus wadauaiiadvaisdindd uiasiinded

lassuiviluedvanegiafes vevvesduadganudu meluilindeanulasinfuindaasnaienszandy (nm

4n) WU Intranuclear inclusion ﬁLLﬂﬂaiuJ'mﬁﬂmdﬁ?Lﬂﬁaﬁ (NN 49) FNBULN A INYIVDINTAATD Herpes

Simplex Virus wadaumiawuuiel daedsaianvazmiounszaniy (011w 4a) wazdl Intranuclear inclusion

dunsegnsanansiuadea (0w 49) (Meldndesganssmiindaveny 40 wi)
M1u7: AfSS i MOLwaR e MAYAMANS-UIYINET AMEUNVEAERSASTITNENUIR IINeTREL g
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2. Cytomegalovirus (CMV)
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) 18u DNA virus ﬂjﬁmwﬁﬁﬂagﬂu
family LAw27U herpes virus Feanusadniolueiuiziu 9
Ishsanie wazanunsaceneagmsnluassdld? fhmuly
Auifinmzafiduiuunnses

ANWUINIUYARINEN

Tumawadine) wadiinnde CMV szflvunelna/tu
w¥aufuiuadealuaiifl inclusion Auas inclusion Hazgnde
soumeUshala 9 (halo) %ﬂgﬂﬁamauﬁﬂ%wﬁaé’wimmau
yoawaali U (host cell) Fawsgadneiiumlsiadoanun
u Snunrveswadiinndorsdsnuazadonungn (Owls
eye appearance) dnwairnsindie CMV aznuluwad En-
docervical snnimuluigadauasia (nnd 5)%

astasnunazuuamensudlvanuianainlunisudana
ﬂ’liLL“LJar}\lamﬁamL%aﬁga%W (Organisms) nMasgaa
e meluesfUiRinsmibiewadinet anelvigheians-
wsnIne Tnaeinisitads (Criteria) mMusEUUNITINBU
Wa The Bethesda System for Reporting Cervical Cytology
2014 (TBS 2014)! Fsilinausin1si9ads (Criteria) Ay o
mstesiuanuianaialunsuana ﬁaﬂ%&jﬁﬁmmﬁm%w
LWIENNY danuazlden seURDU Wazseinsyislunisulana
Tunsdlinuinasinsidasonsindonasading fidaou
ausauanawazsgunalalag Cytoscreener (Haudlan
et uilunsdifinasinsidedonsindemasadinenls)
Fawau aziinsusnusiniunelumisnu Inedunisusnm
AT Cytoscreener nauw mndsldauisaudanals
Cytoscreener azdsdlanusnwn Senior cytotechnologist (i
wiAlAwasME18171a) wag Consultant (WnneRFuysne) Tu
avudaly Tnsuningluesufufinismbewadingl aa

v

AgReans-usninen § Senior cytotechnologist tUuf
IMIAIUANAMNINANTIIENURANETUNTEUIUNMTIATIER
(Internal Quality Control) Inavinn1s Rescreen Sowaz 100
wazeualadinynated Cytoscreener daviny saviaden
rualadalumefifivsy Tivauasdsy wu Suseiineaddeld
Und anunvieiidenseninund fisesTsatiuinungn

dlanannssenunawaauni (Negative for In-
traepithelial Lesion or Malignancy: NILM) ﬁLmﬁaﬁy’mm lai
sdlasiainnisvih Rescreen axfimsthumwinmsguiiiosy
41 (Random) Bnagstion $ouay 10 lenTITABUAMNINNIS
eUNaMad e EesdU (Primary screening) e dn
nyosalast (Cytoscreenen) liwuwadRaund wislinisseau
maﬁmmgmé’m waug LaziNaNaauall (False negative
result) ﬂaa‘ﬁqm

mMawAsuassagadrinmsnidedinundenis
fumsidsunlasmesgadainavndy o wagiinrmeinly
nsudana Tnslewzdeiifvundn fulanamslidmens
yoandpsganssAiifintu msusndnuairmnasadine1vesie
98 (Organisms) fiflanundneadsiudnuagmagadine
fne 9 ereluil

1. wuAfify Lactobacilli Ansyududunguiou
wildnuaadneiude Actinomyces species UBNALWAN
sslalaedang Snunsdinunsenguieutiuagd bacili ie) 9
50U 1 gy uidnumEaEadineIveInIsiaile Actino-

a a

myces species HUATINANVDINFUILAAFUTUTY wiluwes

a

lsiviusesazBeavoade (Cotton ball) wagu3hnsauuen
yosnguusawilianmsaiiudeidudume (flamentous
bacteria) (0w 6n)*

2. dneaugn3dnresyn (Mucus) dzgaanefiudnyuy

984 Pseudohyphae 7inuluiosn wWegiiendesqanssamii

AT 5 LERIdnYAEIIAdINE TR LA TIRnLT
Cytomegalovirus (CMV) & inclusion Qﬂﬁ@m@uéﬁ&l
usnadla 9 (halo)
fiun: Afiss davan wulowadine a1pden
gRMans-usRYInen AnguemansAsIITNEIUIA
UANINY1RBURRG
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fidaweedn fedumslimsesvesndoanssmifutu
Wielmihudnuariidnmulng Pseudohyphae thiswuiduuss
81 Uansuusieiu anansauanisinuanuile WAL U
un (Mucus) z@ndf1geu (pale blue) (A 69)*

3. §nvaziadidnidonunsfiden (Degenerate red
blood cell) aziidnwaadeiu Budding yeast finulude
51 {09970 Budding yeast azfawinidn Tyunndadloldmgs
Ye18v0INFDIRaNTIA A liaunsansaiiuiazidunued
Fold drdumsly frdwenevoindesqanssmiiuiy el
Wudnuasiidaeu Tnednvuzniaradingives Budding
yeast figUsanauvisesUl vumdn Aadunsy SAanuwainm
Yaudn (N 6A)°

4. §nwauy Parabasal cells irmdszidonaans lu
Atrophic smear wudnuuzdeduaans q a&uiﬂmmjaa‘ o8
%@ﬂﬁwaﬁué“ﬂwmwzjaé%mmmau%a Trichomonas vaginalis
uRilpdeaues Trichomonas vaginalis ﬁ?uﬁ]mﬁuiﬁ‘?fmf\]u

Ty o ‘@
r il
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nidsuTeivsenseaeegAsulUnSuwad (eccentric)
wa Parabasal cells agflvunnfilvgjnin Ing Parabasal cells
flvwn 50 luasew d@de Trichomonas vaginalis fvwe
15-30 Tupsou (01w 69"

5. §nvariadineveswadinnde Herpes
simplex virus finuiiea azadrefuwadues High Grade
Squamous Intraepithelial lesion (HSIL) lag@1unsauen
auwansnsldae We Herpes simplex virus faundeaay
fanwuzinilaunszanidi (ground glass chromatin) wag
vouilaaduanuniu (Magination of nuclear chromatin)
UALLAA NIV HSIL aznudnsrduindvanslalanaia
g (High N/C ratio) Tsunfunenuinddudu (Hyper-
chromatic) asulliadsaiisesndn (rregular nuclear
membrane) WfleAudnlaunIInaEin1s3Tade (Criteria)
msldsnensvosndesganssmiiuiulunisgdnvue

ManIngn (A 63)H*

A 6 SnuaEmasadinevesnsindeiiny
ARNEARINUANYAUETINLARINEIRN 9 LazAI9E1
adesfmunmsinide 2 @o lufthenediertu (me
Tandesganssauiaee 40 i)

A1 60 SnwalzluASy Lactobacilli
flsaunduiu (§1e) Snwagmaeadinerveads
Actinomyces spp. (¥31)

AN 6% é“ﬂwmsmiﬁmaa;ﬂﬂ (Mucus) (g18)
SuaynawadIne weae Candida spp. (¥31)

A 6 dnvazwadidinidonunfiden
(Degenerate red blood cells) (%18) dnwaznI9was
INy1v83 Budding yeast (321)

AT 69 nwauy Parabasal cells fifndsas
dowaane (91e) Snwarnamadineweaie Tricho-
monas vaginalis (9737)
fiun: mdss Auien wulswadiver a1A3vn
gRMans-w3nNYINg) AuTUNNEMARIAIIINEIUIA
UINYRBURAR
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6. Multinucleated histiocytes giant cells Wuwad
fnuldluaniionuasey uazanindsnaon seldnuvazaine
U Multinucleated cells finulun1sinde Herpes simplex
virus faduagdesgdnuazvesiiuafoalsznoulunisuva
Na Fudle Herpes simplex virus fundeaasidnvaimiion
nszani (ground glass chromatin) wazveuiadeanuty
(Magination of nuclear chromatin) (nw 62)"*

7. mytadeiinuluadlesiu vieSenanuinnnh 1
o Tuffthomedetu friumsssdnsyiduniauana Tagld
LneusinTIlaRy (Criteria) MNSEUU The Bethesda System for

Reporting Cervical Cytology 2014 (TBS 2014) (0w 6%, N 6%)

#8AN15WU Organisms lu Pap smear
1NTOYAVBIAATNLI1FUNI1TATIVAANTBINLLTS
Unuagnmaeadinegl (Pap smear) Tulsang1u1adsse

L s 2 a? w :

69 ®

- o
oy o%2. P
v L 4 »
8 ®
—®
—
L 4 &

U w..2565 99U 36,261 518 NUTOYAARANITATIANY
\o9adw (Organisms) 9nHasUfuRnsmasieadine
AAIYIGRAERNS-UIY Inen T1uau 3,629 Andusesay
10.01 Tngmsaanunisindiessl Candida spp. $eway 9.33
Actinomyces spp. 398az 0.47 Trichomonas vaginalis
§ovaz 0.13 Herpes simplex virus $088% 0.05 Bacterial
vaginosis $agay 0.03 warlinunisinide Cytomesalovi-
rus 1ag Organisms finunnflan@oitos Fsainn1snsan
NBARINEIUeaIUURNITUUIELEaE I8 N1ATY
gimans-uswinet nuigvlsiidifunisasadanses
uziSUINUAgNNIALAT VYT (Pap smear) fiauanioinis
wazliuanien1sveanisinde uarnunsinitomnnlutas
918 31-50 U wazanadayal w.a. 2563-2565 ATIANY
AsRnTeaIN Pap smear lisnin¥osas 10 Fududuan
finoudansi

ANi 6 SnvaEIawadINgIveIsAnLed
1ANAAIAGINUANYUENIIGAAINEIAN 9|
uazsogsaidiosiwunsinde 2 Wo Tufihe
eiieiu (neldndesansmiindeveny
40 1%11)

AN 63 BNWUENYARINY1VDULAY
fidnide Herpes simplex virus (418) dnwag
waarRaAUn@ HSIL (131)

AN 62 anwalg Multinucleated his-
tiocytes giant cells (418) Snwauzwad MV
L%EJ Herpes simplex virus finaneihedealas
Jumdealianwagiuiounsyani (W)

A 6% Fegrsalasinunisinie
2 e TudUreseiediu Besndrelden
Suazmagadinetweadie Candida spp. way
L%a Herpes simplex virus SNWUENILAINEN
GUENL%EJ Candida spp. LLazL‘?}JﬁJ Trichomonas
vaginalis

A 6% Fegnsadlasiinunisinie
2 e TugUreseiediu Besndrelden
é’ﬂwmwm‘ﬁaa‘%mmﬁuaﬁa Actinomyces spp.
wazide Trichomonas vaginalis 8nYaIENI
wadIMevead Bacterial vaginosis LavIA®
Candida spp.
fiun: afss Awif wswadIner Aadw
gRANENT-UINYINGT ANZUNNYANENTAIINY
NYIUIA URIINBIABUTRS
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NINTIAANTDNZISIUINUANVNLEaTIVeT (Pap
smear) @1U150INIRYWARINYIVDINISAATBDLA YINULTD

= . v & v ~ '

38 (Organisms) landhugUlefuaniainisuazlivansenis
Famsnsnuideludnlivansernsilasiigirelasulonia
Tums$nuneudziieN1TwanIfguLss INEINT0anLAY
Ueafiumsunsiweludsuauiumanaduiusline

a a
NARNTIUUIENA

YovauNTEAM WA, Unun wrilngves Wavi
mhswadive) Ansanlisuinwikareunsieiuiuuily
¥ a & a‘f
toyafiJuusvloviluunauil
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