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(Abstract of the preceding article,
INVESTIGATION OF ANDROGE-
NIC QUALITIES OF BUTEA SU-
PERBA, by Dhara Sukhavachana,
M.B., Dr.med., Department of

Obstetrics and Gynecology.)
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The. tuber or storage root of
Butea superba (?), a climbing plant
growing wild in the north of Siam,
is reputed to be a potent rejuvenating
agent for both sexes in indigenous
pharmaceutics. Earlier investigations
(Sukhavachana, J.Med. Ass. Siam
1941), have proved that the root is
estrogenically active in animals and
in women. An attempt is now made
to determine whether Butea superba
is also possessed of androgenic pro-
perty. Cytologic rat-test employing
the prostate, seminal vesicles and
ductus deferens of castrated rats is
used(Moore et al.).Alcoholie extracts
cquivalent to as much as3 gm. of
the powdered drug injected subcu-
taneously during 20 to 25 days fail
to give positive result. Calculated
upon the basis of bedy weight, it may
be assumed that 8 kg. of Butea pow-
der would not yield androgenic
etfects in humans

Incidentally this investigation
also discloses thatan alcoholic extract
of Butea superba causes hyperplasia
and hypertrophy of muscular and
connective tissue elements of the
prostate and seminal vesicle. Such
findings may be explained as being
due to a paradoxical property of the
estrogenic substance earlier proved
to be present in the extract.

(Ree. 10. Jan, 49)
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The author gives a short summary
of the disease, as collected from the
literature, covering the principal ana-
tomical and elinical features as well as
therapy. Four cases encountered in
the outpatient department are cited
as illustrations. The first case was
misdiagnosed as carpal ganglion, the
error being discovered on uperation
which, however, brought relief to
the patient The second case wax

also treated hy operation with ex-
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third

patient, a woman of seventy, was

cellent results, while the

relieved by conservative treatment.

The fourth case is interesting becausc

The

patient was a medical student who

of the precipitating cause,

developed typical symptoms after
giving an intravenous injection of
50 % glucose solution to a patient
under her care, the injection causing
considerable straining of the fingers,

She was treated by splinting.

(Rec. 1. F'eb 49)
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1. Boas and Goldschmidt: The P ’ P

Heart Rate, 1932 (Philadelphia).

2. Fulton: Howell's Text Book of
Physiology, 1947 (Philadelphia).

3. Graybiel et al: Amer. Heart
J., 1944, v. 27, p. 524 -529.

4. Lovatt Evans: Principles of
Human Physiology, 1947 (London).

(90 MUY L)

(Abstract of the fore -going article,
PHYSIOLOGICAL STUDIES IN
THE SIAMESE: 1. THE BASAL
PULSE RATE, RESPIRATION
RATE AND BODY TEMPERA-
TURE, by Bunruesng Niyomporn,
Pensri Kanchanasthiti, Mukda
Bhokasathit and Sawat Sundorkiti
(Introduced by O, Ketusinh, M.D.),
Department of Physiology.)

and the buccal temperature in 108
clinically normal medical students,
59 male and 49 female. To diminish
psychic influences the determination
was performed in a secluded room,
and the pulse and respiration were
mechanically recorded, the subject
being kept screened at a distance
from the instruments and unawsare
of the actual time of recording.
Determinations were made between
8 and 10 a.m., the room temperature
being between 25°C. and 81°C. Mwean
values obtained are as follows: pulse
rate, women 68.8 + 7.0, men 65.8 + 7.0;
respiration rate, women 18.643.0,
men 17.8+3.5; body temperature,
women 36.9640.18°C,, men 36.83 +
0.17°C. All values appear to ba
slightly higher than those. usnally
given for Kuropeans and Americans,
(Rec. 10. Sept. 48.)
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GRADUATION DAY AT THE
MEDICAL SCHOOL

The graduation exercises, marking
the close of the academic year 1948-
49, were fixed for March 81st, when
the big lawn in front of the roentgeno-
logical building was temporarily
transformed into a village of gaily
covered tents which provided shade
in addition to the few trees already
standing there. Directly in front
of the building a big stand was erected
to accommodate the faculties, The
President of the Council of Regency,
His Royal Highness Prince Rangsit
of Chainad, graciously presided over
the ceremonies in the name of the
King. The address of welcome was
read by the Minister for Public Health,
President ex officio of the University
Council, who also presented a brief
annual report. This was followed
by the presentation of degree-diplomas
to the graduates of the various
faculties, performed amidst the
chanting of the J;myanto (the Psalm
of Victory) by seven Buddhist
priests. There were 54 graduates
in medicine, including one Doctor
of medicine and 15 gradueties; 12
in dental medicine; 26 in pharmacy;
3 in veterinary medicine and 8 in
public health (post graduate, with

master degree), making a total of
93.  Becauee of interruption of
studies during the war no nurses
graduated this year. After the
Swearing -in of the new Bachelors,
prizes were distributed by His Roval
Highness, who gave a short speech,
which concluded the ceremonies. Tea
was then served.

The names of the graduates in
medicine follow :

Doctor of Medicine :
Unakul (Instructor in the Depart-
ment of Physiology). Thesis: A
Pharmacological Study of the Leaves
of Tawng-lahng (Erythrina fusca,
Lour.).

Sanong

Bachelors of Medicine : Kul

Wongseve]j, Chira Sitasuwan, Charoen
Watnachinda, Chamnien Tongnil,
Chamroen Khechorbutr, M, L. Chuang-
chandr Sanitwongse, Juchitt Yud-
hakarbancha, Joti Buranakal, Davi
Hongskrai, Tongpond Wajrasiridharm,
Dabdim Prakatvadhisar, Nakorn
Nadhi Rakspolmueang,
Nadiratn Dimdong, Ninat Jinajoti,
Numanong Mahakhakanchana, Bun-
nam Sarojaman,Prayur Virochanapejr,
Prasongporn Chandravekin, Prasan

Srivanij,



LLHHAN)

Daranondh, Pedai
Yubha Desavibul, Lakshana Naga-
vajra, Lioes Viriyabhanij, Vichitr
Bhanij, Vijai Bamrungbhol, Suksha
Bamorsathit, Sanit Sobhochna,
Sanong Kanchanalaya, Sanong Sukh-
sangiam, Somsong Dhanabhumi,
Sombati Sukondbhandh, Sombongse
Burutratanabhandh, Sombhandhu
Halilamiar, Sombhothi Buggaves,
Suchint Charuchinda, Subhab Pra-
sasvinitehai, Suman Sinhalaka, Su-
ed Najaseni, Sobhin Kanchanaga-
bhandh, Anant Bunmonkol, M. R.
Amarabhinob Kitiyakor, M.C. Am-
norsawasdi Sawasdiwatna.
Honorary Degres. Honorary

Maensuwan,

degree of Doctor of Medicine was
conferred upon the following five

members of the Faculty : Sood
Sangvichien, M B., Head of the

Department of Anatomy; Prasert
Kangsdal, M.B., Ch.B (Edin.),
Head of the Department of Internal
Medicine; Deang K:xnchanamhya,
C.M., Head of the Department of
Ophthalmology and Oto-rhino-laryn.

205

gology; Khun Ketudasna Vidyabyva-
dhi, C.M., Associate Professor in
the Department of Pathology; and
Saman Samanvanij, C.M., Assistant
Professor in the Department of
Surgery.

Prize Winners: Gold medal, for

distinetion throughout the course
(with special money prize donated
by Dr. 0O, Ketusinh) Su-ed
Kajaseni.  Silver medal, for being
throughout the
Sowmbati  Sukondbbandh.
medal for distinction in
and Gynecology :

second course
Bronze
Obstetrics
Su-ed Najasoni,
Bronze medal for Anatony . Duang-
duean  Kongsukdi  (Sophomore),
Bronze medal [or Physiology (with
money prize given by. the Head of
Jotikasatiira (Sophomore). Money
prize donated by
Dr. Dhara Sukhavachana: Silipochana
Suan silpabongse (Junior). Money
prize for Parasitology, donated by
Dr. Pradit 1Tansurat : Puket
Vachanond (Sophomore).

for Obstefrics,
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