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(Summary of the article in the
preceding columns,
ANATOMICAL STUDIES, 1. THE
ORIGIN OF THE PROFUNDA
FEMORIS AND CIRCUMFLEX
FEMORAL GROUP OF ARTERIES
IN THE STAMESE AND CHINESE,
by Lim Chullabkandh and Sood
Saengvichien, M.DB., M. D,, Depart-
ment of Anatomy.)

Survey of the origin of the pro-
funda femoris and circumflex femoral
group of arteries in 105 thighs of
Siamese and Chinese shows an in-
cidence of only 64.8% feor type 4 or
common trunk for profanda femoris
and circumflex femoral arteries, as
described in text-books. Tho ine
cidence is higher than in other
though very close to that in
panese. This might be du-

..ces,
1 e Ja-
to high
percentage of this type ( l'ype 4)
found among females, + ...0 have an
occurrence of 74.4 %, vhich is 18.8
+ 9.6 7 higher than that of males,
and 31 + 1247 % «1d 12.7T £+ 9.58%
higher than that ,of white and of
negro females respectively. (3 Tables )
(Ree. 1. April 1949.)
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(Abstract of the article in the fore-
going columns,
PHARMACOLOGICAL STUDY OF
THE LEAVESOF CASSTIASIAMEA,
by Ourai Arunlakshana, M, D., De-
partment of Physiology, being ex-
tracts from a dissertation prepared
i accordance with the requirements
for examination for the degree of
M.D. and accepted by the Faculty
of Medicine and Siriraj Hospital,
April 1947.)

The leaves of Cassia Siamea yield
a crystalline alkaloid (m.p. 95°C.),
soluble in ethyl alcohol and in
chloroform, insoluble in ether, benzol
or acetone, and easily decomposed
when heated above 80°C. The hydro-
chloride is also ecrystalline (mp
120°C.) and easily dissolves in water
or ethyl alecohol. Pharmacologically
the alkaloid is possessed of a definite
depressant action upon the central
nervous “system, particularly the.
cerebrum and the spinal cord, as
evidenced by neutralising effectsa

upon convulsive actions of metrazol
and of strychnine respectively. Rats



receiving the alkaloid during 17 days
show diminished voluntary activity.
Neither antipyretic nor analgesic
effect is detected. Other systemic
actions are of minor importance.
Smooth muscle, in the blood vessels as
well agin the gastro—intestinal tract,
shows slight increase in tonicity,
Phe heart, isolated or in situ, is
Kttle affected beyond a slight primary
fall in tonus followed by a little
Lise.
may increase by 10 to 12 per cent,

The arterial blood pressure

AR

Urinary secretion is definitely aes
celerated, but the mechanism is
obscure. The respiration is apparently
unaffected even by very lage doses,
Toxicity in general is low; rats
recover after receiving the e juivalent
of 76 gm. of the dried 'leaves per
Kg.,
per Kg. Sedative effects are demon.

and guinea —pigs after 70 gm.

strable in man and although headaches
of diverse origins are little altered,
definite benefit is obtained in pain
due to dysmenorrhea,

(8. F@bo 4.‘9)
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(Abstract of the preceding article :
CLONORCHIS SINENSIS IN THE
COMMON BILE DUCT, REPORT
OF A CASE, by Udaya Sri—arun,
M.B., Dept. of Surgery.)

This is the first case of its kind
reported in this country, where liver
flukes are rare. The patient was
a Chinese, resident in Siam for ten
years, admitted for severe pain in
the right hypochondriun, Pain stavted
suddenly three daya before, was cons
tinuous, mostly dull, sometimes pier-
cing, aggravated by movemen s
Bowels were constipated, bhut there
was neither nausea nor vomiting, nor
jaundice,
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Temperature on admission 89.4°C,;
pulse 95; respiration 22, The whole

~right half of the abdominal wall

was rigid and tender; Murphy's sign
strongly positive; liver enlargement
not detected. Hemoglobin 80 %; total
lequcy’tes 15,000; neutrophiles 94%;
lymphecytes 6 %; urine and feces
yielded negative findings. Provisional
diagnosis :  Acute cholecystitis with
or without cholelithiasis. Conservative
treatment with sulfonamides and
penicillin for fourteen days produced
some improvement, but pain and leu-
cocytosts persistcd.  Slight janndice
developed. Thereupon the patient
was operated upon under inhalation
anesthesia, Throngharight upper trans.
rectus incision the gall - bladder was
found to be chronically inflaced but
Upon inciging the
common bile dust a number of liver

free from calenli.

nd more were removed
Altogether

Hukes Lﬂ off,
m WMann ‘L?*f{"?(‘ﬂi
25 flukes were obsained, later iden-

The

patient made an uneventful recovery.

(2. July 1949.)

titted as Clororchis sinenais,
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