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(Abstract of the article in the preceding 
columns� 
PREPARATIO� OF PURE URIC 
ACiiD>FROM URINARY OALCU� 
iby :Snong U:oakul, M.B., Department 
c0J Physiology.) 

During the early part of 1946, 
in t.he course of a chemical study of 
uruiary calculi removed by operation 
in the Siriraj Hospital, in which it 
was revealed tbat practically all of 
·1the stones were of the compound 
;type {mainly triple phosphate, ealcimn 

oxalate, calcium carl)(Jnate, ammonium 

urate), the author wanted to put the 
,calculi to sorne practical use and 
decided to try the isolation of pure 
uric a.cid. The following method waa 

67 

found to be satisfactory and relatively 
cheap, giving a yield or 2 to 5 pe:r 
cent. (unselected stones): Urate- rich 
stones - usually brick red or yel­
lowish red in colour - were pow­
dered, sifted (No 40) and dissolved in 
boiling hot sodium hydroxide (8%). 
After shaking and standing over 
night, the clear solution was siphoned 
off and thA residue repeatedly sub­
mitted to extraction. The uric acid in 
the united. solutions was precipitated 
with a slight excess of hydrochloric 
acid, filtMed and washed with water. 
Dissolution in alkali and precipita. 
tion with acid were repeated several 
times. Yellowish colour wae 
completely removed by a single 
treatment with char<,oa,l. 
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PRINCE MAHIDOL, THE 

ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 

AND THE MEDICAL SCHOOL 

(Abstract). 

The article reviews the contri­
llntions of His late Royal Highness 
Prine,:, Mahidol of Songkla (M. D., 
O. P. H., Harvard), Father of the 
reigning King, and of the Rocke­
feller Foundation towards the 
modernisation of the Medical School. 
It is based chiefly upon materials 
collected from two sources: a book 
by Professor A. G. Ellis, one-time 
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine 
(''The Gracious Deeds of H. R.H. 

Prince Mahidol of Songkla in the 
Advancement of Medicine in Siam", 
published (in Siamese translation) 
for distribution by the Gh-ulalong­
korn U nive'rsity, 1936) and an article 
by the late Phya Aree Tarunabark, 
formerly Deputy Dean {"A Record 
of the Cooperation between the 
Siamese Government and the Rocke­
feller Foundation for the Promotion 
and Development of Medical Educa­
,ion'', printed in the Vejjanisit issued 
in commemoration of the Medical 
School Jubilee, 1940). 

His · Royal Highness devoted 
the la.at ten years of his short but 
illustrious life to promoting the 
atafldard of medioal eduoa,tion and 

public health of the country. It was 
mainly through his benevolent acts, 
directly as well aR otherwise, that 
the evolution of the present School 
out. of the old "Royal College of 
Medicine'' was initiated He gave 
most generously from his coffers 
in helping to lay foundation stones 
for the path of progress providing 
fellow!i!hips for teachers, donating 
land and buildings for the hospital, 
and giving funds for teaching and 
research. He even went so far as 
to study medicine himself, disregar­
ding his own delicate health and 
putting aside his princely dignity, 
merely in order to be able to render 
assistance more efficiently. His 
various scholarships have benefitted 
no less than forty-four persons-doc­
tors, nurses and pharmacists - most 
of whom are now engaged in teaching. 
Several are occupying key positions 
in the health services. His gifts 
include a piece of land now used 
for the School of Nursing and 
Midwifery and the Nurses' Home, 
the old nursing school building and 
the attached matron's _home, a buil­
ding (or the surgical wards, and one 
half of the hospital's administration 
building. He instituted the "Medical 

Sciences , Funds", which provide 
foreign post graduate study for 
teacha.rs. and the "Sirira.j Hospital 
Research and Teaching Fellowship" 
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( now generally known as "Prince 
Mahidol'S' Research and Teaching 
Fellowship"), the first of its kind 
in the country. It has been estimated 

that in the ten years during which 
he assisted the Medical School, he 
gave away something between seven 
and eight hundred thousand Babts, 

i:md all that without even once 
:;i,Rserting himself or allowing others 
to openly allude to his acts. He 

flatly refused to be prefi!ent at a 
reception planned by the university 
authorities to officially acknowledge 
his donations, and mutely refralned 
from giving a name to the ward he 
presented. Such attitudes of reser-

vedness simply bring out his magna­
nimity all the more poignantly. He 

crowned off his lofty deeds by 
bequeathing, upon his death bed, a 
sum of five hundred thousand Bahts 
to the university, in aid of medical 
education, nursing and public health. 

Of no less moment than these 
donations was His Royal Highness' 

work in gaining the assistance of 
the Rockefeller Foundation for the 
Medical School. Upon the instiga­
tion of Dr. H. E. Barnes, Dr. Victor 
G. Heiser of the Rockefeller Fou:o.­
dation started discussions with the 
then mir1istn for Education, Chao 
Phya Dhannasakdi Montri, which 
resulted in Dr. Richard M Pearce's 

taking a .trip to Bangkok to draft a 
preliminary agreement. Thereupon 
His Royal Highness waP entl'usted 
with further negotiations, acting as 

plenipotentiary representative of the 
government. He spared no energy in 
the task and won confidencP as well 
as admiration from leaders of the 
Foundation, especial1y Prci,ident Vin­
cent. Professor Ellis writes:" It is true, 
that it cannot, be asserted that the goal 
might not have been attained had 
he not assisted; but it is certain 
that his grAat interest in medicine~ 
the fact that he himself was stndymg 
the subject, his straightforward ,iature, 
his thoroughness and his generous 

donations in aid· of the 8chool anti. 
the Hospit11l already mentioned; 

were instrumental in gaining a highly 
favourablA decision. . . This act of 

his is to be highly commended, al­
though it is to be understood that 
in thus extolling him, the vrnrtby 

deeds of othen who aided in achieving 
the success are not to be overlooked.'' 

A contract was signed for five 
y@ars, starting from October 10th 

. . 
1924, during which the Rockfeller 
Foundation renden•d most Yaluable 

assistance. With Professor Ellis, 
repre8enting the Foundation, in the 
chair of Pathology a!'l well a.s Dean, 
various other profeRsors, nine in all, 
were sent over to take charge of 
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the different departments, while a 
number of Siamese. teachers were 
given followships for post grilduate 
study abroad. preparing to take over 
the work when the t,erm expired. 

Eighteen doctors and twelve_ ~urs~s 
t'hus obtained advanced training lil 

America and elsewherfl. Building 
funds were contributed, amounting in 
all to 589,869.95 Bahts, with which 

the laboratories for anatomy, ph:pio­
logy, pathology and hygeine as ,vell 

as the main operating theatre were 
~o'bai. The School of Nursing and 
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
..,_ students receive pre-medical 
•• ation, also received aid in the 

.., of teaiching personnel and 
llffiierials. The five -year term ended 

a,lmost simultaneously with the much 
lamented demise of His Royal 
Highness, who right up to the end 

was profoundly concerned with the 
fate of the School. As a gesture 
of respect and in recognition of his 
greatness, the Rockefeller Foundation 
agreed to extend the contract for 
two years, during which additional 

assistance and building fund• were 
g·ranted. The material aid rendered 
by this munificent institution cannot 
be adequately assessed; the spiritual 
benefit gained by the School is 
inestimable. Hia Royal Highness 
himself fully realised the value of 

the cooperation and revealed his 
appreciation in a letter written to 
Professor Ellis in the following words: 
'l When the Foundation withdraws 
after completing its work, how things 
will be there.after will depend upon 
what kind of a school it has helped 
to develop, and upon the ability and 
conduct of the men who will take 
over the direction of the school from 
the representatives of the Foundation. 
I firmly believe, however, that within 
the five years or more of the 
cooperation the Foundation ano its 
representatives will be able to place 
the school upon a i::iound footing for 
ever, in which work I shall be able 
to feel myself honoured in having 
played a part. And that I have 
chosen to contribute large sums of 
money and to devote my timt, as 
well as myself to this institution 
has been good and proper." 

The gifts granted by His Royal 
Highness and the aid rendered by 
the Rockefeller Foundation have one 
point in common - their being given 
freely and without obligation. Not 
a sign nor a tablet is there to remind 
of those great deeds- It behoves the 
beneficiary-the Medic-al School-to 
find a fittfog means of expressing its 
gratitude. Thus to commemmorat-e 

the benevolence of the Foundation 
a "Rockefeller Library" might be 

instituted, where records pertaining 
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to the precious assistance m1ght 
be kept on view; and to perpetuate 
the gracious deeds of His Royal 
B.ighnesa a;" Prince Mahidol Day " 
might be fixed for religious and 
memorial services. Such expres. 
&ions ofthankfuli:Jess not only wou]d 
be most proper, but also would serve 
to inspil'e teachers and students with 

I 

a strong sense of duty so important, 
in the future development of thlil 
School. 

The article concludes with an 
apt quotation from Professor Ellis' 
book: 

"That he was born unto this 
world has ,made it indeed a better 
place." 
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