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The leaves of Krythrina fusca, Lour.
" B. ovalifolia, Roxb.)
. “Tong Lang”, = “Tong Lang nam’ or

named in Siam

stable as well as for a few minor medicinal
p’urposes, e.g. as a nauseant. The author

made a, thorough study of the leaves and
ound that they yield to alcohol an extract

which may be separated by the use of al-
l_?éloidal ‘precipitant  ( phosphomolybdic
here termed ‘‘neutral”) portion, each pos-
¥+ gegsed of distinéi pharmacological proper-
/ ties. Both are soluble in water, chloroform.
-acetone and in dilute acid and alkali. The
- ““ alkaloid ” is distinguished by a paralytic
_‘action on autonomic ganglia, both sympa-
b . thetic-and parasympathetic;w hile the “neu-
tral principle” is characterised by a strong
stimulating action on the brain and spinal
: coi‘d, resulting in sufficient dosage in
epileptiform convulsion apd death. Other

actions of the “ alkaloid ” include moderate
Tespiratory stimulation, probably central;

stimulation of smooth muscle activity in
“small concentrations, depression in high
“.concentrations; direct cardiac depression

in sufficient dosage, causing fall in the
"blood pressure; mild diuretic action,

“Tong Lohng”, are used as kitchen veg- -

icid) into an alkaloidal and a non-alkaloidal "

( Abstract of the preceding article )
» PHA.RMACOLOGICAL STUDIES A )
2.: STUDY OF THE TJEAVES OF ERYTHRINA FUSCA, Lour. ™
 Sanong Unakul ‘ -
M.D. E
( Department of Physiology) J

through various influences. The “neutral
principle” also stimulates the respiration
depresses the heart and- arterial blood
pressure, increases the wurine secretion,
causes emesis on intravenous injection in
pigeons, but possesses a purely inhibitory
action on smooth muscle. Attempts to
obtain the substances in crystalline form
have not met with success. and, although
only mild meagures have béen used in the
extraction, especially in the application of
heat, the pos_sibility of the two fraotions
being decomposition products of one and
the same principle cannot be ruled out.
‘The relationship of the * alkaloid’ to
nicotine, eytisine and to erythrinine deserv-
es interest. The paralysing action of the
Aalkalc_)id on autonomic ganglia may serve ag
a particularly useful toolin pharmacology,
gince the substance is free from central
action, which xpight cause complications.

. Calculated on the bagis of animal
experiments, a ““ convulsive dose” of the
fresh leaves for man would correspond to
about 5 K g. per Kg. body weight, so that
for an ordinary person the possibility of
serious  poisoning from ingestion of the
leaves would be very remote indeed.

£ *  (Condensed from the theoretical part of a thesis prepared in accordance with
‘the requirements for examination for th_e degree of M.D., introduced by O. Ketusigh,

- M.D., and accepted by the Faculty of Medicine and Siriraj Hospital, 3. March 1949.
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( Abstract of the fore-going article)

TINNITUS AURIUM AND THE LUMINOUS MILLEPED

Chud Yuswasdi
M. B.
( Dept. of Ophthalmology and Oto-rhino-laryngology )

The author comments on the common
- belief of the peoplegespecially the farmefs,
that a certain luminous myriapod, usually
found in old thatched roofs, and known
in Siamese as Maeng-Kah-Reaung ( “‘lumi-
nous insect in the roof ) has the habit of
climbing into the ear of sleeping indivi-
duals to bore its way into the brain, where
it prefers to dwell. Patients frequently com-

plain of such intrusion, though no one: .
seems to have actually seen the creature -
inside the ear. The chief complaint is an
intermittent or continuous rirfiing in the -
ear of long duration. Actually s'ome other
insects have been found, such as ants, small
cockroaches ét-c.; in other cases some agents
other than intruding insects have been |
the cause of the tinnitus.
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A ybung man of 19 received a pene-
ating gunshot wound in the upper part
of"'the' left thigh. Rétumir;g home after
two. months’ treatment in a hospital he-
ticed .a growing, pulsatile but painless
welling over the former wound, followed

e blood vessels in that area. When,; after
about one year, the mass reached the size
of a duck’s egg he had it removed at the
same hospital. After the operation the
:_:;'Apatient observed that the whole left leg
was obviously swollen and the blood ves-
sels ‘were tortuous down to the ankle. One
back of the left foot, healed after a

" month’s treatment at the former hospital,

reappeared after four or five months and

. was again treated at the hospital. Swelling

i Of the leg and tortuosity of the blood

after some time by tortussity of the visi-

‘, year later a small wound developed on the

i vessels increased. One year before admiss-

(Abstract of the preceding article)

A CASE FOR DIAGNOSIS
ARTERIO-VENOUS ANEURYSM ?

Sanoe Indrasukhsri
M.B.
( Dept. of Surgery)

jon into this hbspital the left foot became
more swollen; drop-foot followed, reésulting’
in an awkward gait. When awound develop-
ed at the old site for the third time the .
patient sought treatment in this hospital,

The woun'dAwas obviously a varicose
ulcer. The left foot was fixed in the positioﬁ
of talipes equinus. A grOWth, the size of a
thumb, Witfh' expansile pulsation, was
located at the lowerend of an old operation
scar on the medial aspect 6f the left
thigh. Dilated and tortuous veins ran
into the mass and pulsated synchronously
with itand with the heart beat. Roentgen-
ography revealed chronic arthritis of the
left ankle.

Tentative diagnosis was arteriovenous

~aneurysm, with connection between the

femoral artery and the great saphenous
vein (?).
Arteriography was suggested as a

means of settling the diagnosis.
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