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(Abstract of the preceding article)
PHYSIOLOGICAL STUDIES

3. GLUCOSE TOLERANCE TESTS
Ouay Ketusinh, M. D.

Ath Ketusinh and Mongkol Mogkhasamit

( Dept. of Physiology )

Using finger-blood and a'micro modi-
fication of the Folin-Wu technique, the
“two-hour one.dose test”, with 1.75 gm.
of glucose per Kg., in 21 subjects, and the
“ one - hour two - dose test ”, with 100 gr-
of glucose in divided doses, in 28 subjects,
all normal male and female medical stud-
ents, suggest that carbohydrate tolerance
is slightly “higher in .Siamese than in
Amei'icans or English. In the former test,
which is deemed the more useful, the

hlood sugar reaches the summit within 30"
minutes after ingestion, and declines
slowly to reach the normal level withih_
about L3 hours, The average ’maximﬁn;;
sugar level is 160 mg. per cent, which
would correspond to about 135 mg. per

_cent in venous blood. No cage of glycosuria

was detected. In the * one-hour.two-dose
method ”’ the blocd sugar is still rising at
the end of the test in most cases.

( Eight references. Two Tables. One

figure )
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(Abstract of the fore-going article)

THORACOPLASTY IN CHRONIC EMPYEMA

Report of Four Cases

Tu Jayawatna
M. B.

Nathee Ragsbolmuang
and

M. B.

( Dept., of Surgery)

The authors report four cases of
chronic empyema treated successfully by
thoracoplasty, in two cases with extrapleu-
ral pneumolysis, and in the remaining
cases with pleurectomy. Three patients
were men, aged 32, 37 and 35 respectively,
The fourth was a woman 27 years old. All
were nontuberculous, all in very poor
general condition, with the disease having
been running for one to four months.
Rib resection alone failed to bring about

cure, though thoracoplasty quickly ended
the trouble. In the first two cases the opera -
tion was performed in two stages, and
extrapleural pneumolysis was highly suc-
cessful. In the third and the fourth cases
the pleura was one to 2 centimetres thick,
and pleurectomy — visceral as well as
parietal - was necessary. All cases required
repeated blood transfusion, while infec-
tion was treated with penicillin or strep-
tomycin, or both.
(Three references)
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SIRIRAJ LAMENTS
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE RANGSIT OF CHAINAD

In the early morning of Wednesday,
the sewenth of March, 1951, death oc-
curred unexpectedly to His Royal High-
ness Prince Rangsit of Chainad, Regent,
ushered in by an acute cardiac failure
following a series of asthmatic attacks.
With his demise His Majesty loses a
beloved uncle and a trusted counsellor,
the country loses ,one of her ablest sons,
and the Medical School, its first Director
General and one of its greatest reformers.

His Royal Highness was the fifty-
second son of King Chulalongkorn, born
of Chao Chom Marda Mom Rajawongse
Nuang Sanidwongse on the twelfth, of
November 1886. Following the untimely
death of his mother he passed under the
gracious care of Her Majesty Queen
Sawang Watana, Mother of Hig Royal
Highness Prince Mahidol of Songkla,
Father of the reigning King. His cloge
cchildhood association with the latter prince
was destined to turn out highly profitable
to the country, for it was Prince Rangsit
who persuaded Prince Mahidol to give up
his naval career for a medical one, thereby

starting the series of achievements which ,

led to Prince Mahidol’s being acclaimed
Father of Modern Medicine in Siam.
When of'suitable age Prince Rangsit
was sent to England for his education,
but soon went over to Germany. He had
wanted to become a doctor, but at that
time the profession was thought to be in-

compatible with his royal birth; thereupon
he decided to devote himself to education
and took the normal course of pedagogics.
at the University of Heidelberg. However,
at heart he had not quite given up the
thought of studying medicine and took
every opportunity to attend various courses
in hygeine and the medical gciences-
Also in Heidelberg, it might be noted, His
Royal Highness found a lovely friend who
later became his most faithful life compa-
nion, Mom Elizabeth Rangsit.

On returning to the country, in 1913,
His Royal Highness was at once nominated
Deputy Secretary of State for Education,
with special assignment ag Inspector of
the Royal Medical College at the Siriraj
Hospital. Thus he became associated with
the School right at the beginning of his
career, and although this later proved
highly diversified, just as his luck in life,
there was every indication that the Medical
School and the Sirij'aj Hospital remainead
in the deepest corner of his heart all
through the lapse of years.

His Royal Highness found the School
and the Hospital to be in a highly unsa-
tisfactory étate, in spite of the industry
of the then Director. The School was
wanting in traiqed teachers, especially in
premedical ‘subjects, and the curriculum
was overcrowded with unnecessary items.
The Hospital lacked specialised staff and
had not sufficient accommodation in the
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face of rising popularity. To enable His
Royal Highness to bring about all the
necegsary changes, he was named Director
General of the Royal Medical College,
with supreme command over the School
and the Hospital. He at once attacked the
problem of the curriculum. The course in
Medicine wag lengthened from four to five
years, then to sgix. Several unimportant
subjects were deleted and in their places
the sciences were introduced. His Royal
Highness’ chief concern was certainly the
gearch for teachers. Practically the whole
country was sifted for suitable men of
knowledge. Doctors and scientists of all
nationalities were recruited.\ There were
English, German, American, Spanish,
French, Italian, Canadian, Danish and
Indian lecturers, beside a number of
Siamese edncated in various countries,
including Japan. The faculty was definitaly
international in character, as one of the
students at that time remarked. The
Prince himself gave lessons in Latin and
attended qutopsies and operations, fulfil-
ling his duties without reserves.

One of the most consequential steps
of His Royal Highness was his request to
the Ministry of Education, asking it to
ask help from the Rockefeller Foundation
for the supply of teachers. This wah really
the start of a relationship which later,
with the valuable intervention of His
waa.l Highness Prince Mahidol ofSongkla,
ended in an agreement which enabled
Siam, with the generous assistance of the
Rockefeller
medical education on a Sound, modern
footing. At that time, however, Prince

Foundation, to place her

A9
GRERERRE |

Rangsit’s request met with unsurmounta-
ble obstacles, though it was in other ways
highly fruitful. Due to the outbreak of
the first World War and the increased
demands for teachers, only one professor
could be acquired for Siam, the historical
Dr. A. G. Ellis who for many years, in the
capacity of Dean and Professor of Patho-
logy, directed the pace of the Medical
School towards modernisation.

His Royal Highness Prince Rangsit
will be remembered also as the initiator

_ of pharmaceutical education in Siam, as it

was he who, in 1913, suggested that a
class in pharmacy. be opened at the Royal

" Medical College. Also it was he who started

the employment of female nurses for men
as well as for women patients. He designed
the first nurse’s uniform. He made nur-
ging a popular career by inducing high
ranking people to send their children to
his School for Nurses, and definitely
changed people’s opinion that doctors
were a grimy, dismal group by showing
off his smart and energetic students in
the renowned Wild Tiger Scout’s Royal
Medical Corps,
favour from His Majesty King Rama VI
that he took it under royal patronage and

which found so much

himself produced plays to raise funds for
the Medieal School.

There is not enough space to disclose
all that His Royal Highness did for the
School and the Hospital. Let it suffice to
state that he did all in hijs power, without
hesitation ‘at exploiting his personal in-
fluences of a royal prince, for the benefit
of the School and its pupils. Perhaps the
most poignant evidence of his success was
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the fact that when the Rockefeller Founda-
tion, in 1921, sent its representative to
probe the possibility of rendering assis-
tance, he found the School in a suitable
and highly promising state. Personally
His Royal Highness was well loved by
his pupils. His genial nature and kindly
disposition, his friendliness towards every-
body, will be long remembered by all
who came into contact with him.

With the institution by His Majesty
King Rama VI, of the Chulalongkorn

University in 1917, Prince Rangsit was

appointed General Directer of the De-

partment of tne University in the Minis-
try of Education. The nex year, with the
founding of the Public Health Department,

he was deemed the only right man avai-

lable and was consequently transferred

to direct the new enterprise. For geveral

years he occupied this important vposition

until he retired in favour of one of his

former pupils. In 194§, with the accessa-

tion of King Bhumiphol, he became Prince

Regent, and it was in this capacity that

Death claimed him and put an end to his

long and active life. He was gixty-five
and ig survived by his ‘CODSOPt and three

children. Their hard lot at this time is.
shared by all the people of the nation, and

in particular by His Royal Highness’s.
pupils and friemds in the medical and
the nursing schools at Siriraj.

May his soul enjoy eternal - peace
in heaven!
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