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(Abstract of the preceding article)
PULMONARY EOSINOPHILIA*

Review of Literature with Case Report

Tranakchit Harinasut
M. B.
(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

The reporter presented a concise re-
view of the principal literature concerning
the syndrome of pulmonary eosinophilia,
then went on to reporton a case encoun-
tered by herself in the medical service of
the Siriraj Hospital, the first case to be
recorded so far. The patient wasa wo-
man of twenty, single, admitted on the
26 th of September 1950, for abdominal
pain with fever. She denied having known
of parasitic infestation, including gnatho-
stomiasis, as well as allergic tendencies,
The symptoms began in the beginning
about one month
after atrip to the sea-side. Pain 'in the

of the rainy scason,

belly was the main complaint, followed by
fever. The finding of persistent eosinophi-
lia, absolute as well as relative, pointed to
the nature of the disease; maximum count
of the eosimophils was 2,5695 per cu.mm.
(differential 81 per cent). The fever ran
out after six weeks. During its course the
patient developed moderate chest pain
with some cough; roentgenological exa-
mination revealed a localised area of infil-
tration in the right base, which disappeared
within a few days. There was no asthma-
like attack, and the development of lung
Symptoms did not correspond tothe highest

eosinophil count. At the end of six weeks
of hospitalisation the eosinophilic count
fell to 2,000 per cu.mm. (differential 20 per
cent).

Skin test for gnathostomiasis was
positive in high dilution (1:600,000 and
1:500,000), though there was no symptom.
Whether the patient rcally had gnathosto-
miasis, and if 80, what part this played in
the etiology of the eosinophilia, could not
be settled.

(In the discussion that followed, Dr.
Chitt Tuchinda (Dept. Internal Medicine)
brought forward the details of aprivate
caseunder his care, also a woman, in whom
gnathostoma infestation was established
clinically as well as by skin reaction (posi-
tive in 1:500,000). In the course of treat-
ment for gnathostomiasis the patient
developed mild chest symptoms, with dry
cough. Roentgenological examination dis-
closed a limited area of infiltration in the
right upper lung lobe, suggesting minimal
tuberculosis, which disappeared within
ten days. Throughout the long course of
treatment the patient had eosinophil counts
ranging between 30 and 76 per cent. Dr.
Tuchinda expressed his opinion that gna-
thostomiasis, which was well establihed in

Read at the Siriraj Hospital Clinical Society’s Meeting, 29. Sept. 1951.
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‘his case, associated with pulmonary eosi-
nophilia may be of more frequent occur-
‘rence than suspected at present. Dr. Amn-
uay Samerasut(Dept.Roentgenology)cited &
recent case with eosinophilia, in which
mottling was detected in both upper lobes,
only to disappear after a fortmight. Dr.
Pradit Tansurat (Dept. Pathology) mention-
ed that -while pulmonary eosinophilia
usually follows the lung journey of certain
intestinal parasites, the gnathostoma
spinigerum, common in Siam, might bring
about like symptoms and signs by,lodging
in the lung. He told of five established
cases of gnathostomiasis, in two of which
typical migratory swellings appeared while
the patients, with ‘pulmonary infiltration,
were being treated for tuberculosis; in
the other three cases gnathostomata were

coughed up some time after blood-spit-
ting.

(Dr. Subha na Nagara guoted reports
in the literature -about development of
Loeffler’s syndrome after injection of
penicillin in o0il and beeswax; autopsy
findings; and familial tendency to eosin-
Dr Prasert Kangsdal (Dept.
Internal Medicine ) doubted whether the
alleged “‘lung lesion” in gnathostemiasis

ophilia.

was really due to lodgement of the para-
gite in the lung tissue; he thonght that

the actual paragite would be readily exp-
ellel by coughing, etec. He suspected
that the ‘‘lung lesion” seen in roentge-
nograms might be really in the pleura.

(Seven references. Two figures and one
chart.)
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