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(Abstract of the preceding Report) »
PENTOTHAL SODIUM. ANESTHESIA FOR CAESAREAN SECTION

Sarochna Porapakskham
M.D.
(Dept. of Obstetrics and Gynecology)

( Director : Prof. Term Bunnag, Dr. med. (Berne))

An analysis of the results of the
nse of pentothal sodium intravenous
anesthesia in 56 cases of caesarean sec-
tion, from July 1950 to August 1951. In-
dications and mode of operation are
shown in Tables I and II respectively.
'i‘he operators were members of the staff.
The drug was administered as 2.5 per
cent solution, the rate of injection being
controlled by means of a micrometer im-
pelling device. The dose of 1.0 gm. was
never exceeded, ether being ®@sed as sup-
piement. fhis was necessary in 27 cages,
the amount of ether required varying
between 20 and 400 cc.; twelve cases
needed no more than 50 cc. Anesthesia
was brought on within % to 13 minutes
after starting the injection. The opera-
tions lasted 30 to 60 minutes in uncom-
plicated cases, ‘and 45 to 90 minutes in
cases with complication, mostly previous

uterine section or other concurrent opera-
tion. With pentothal alone there was no
instance of laryngospasm, mnor vomiting.
A few patients who received ether as
well, vomited. The new-born was deli-
vered between 12 and 30 minutes after
starting the injection of pentothal. In 2
cases the child was delivered only after
50 minutes; in both cases it lived. Resus-
citation was apparently longer than when
ether alone was used. There were 3
maternal deaths and 14 neonatal deaths
(including 1 stillbirth). None of these:
could be attributed to the anesthetic.
alone, although it is conceivable that,
since penthothal does pass over to the
fetus in utero, the respiratory depression
may contribute somewhat to the difficul-
ty in resuscitation.

(Two tables; fourteen references )
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