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the last on the line, should read “negative”.
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(Abstfact of the foregoing article)
REPORT
‘ON A CASE OF AMEBIC HEPATIC ABSCESS RUPTURING INTO THE RIGHT LUNG
WITH UNUSUAL PLEURAL PATHOLOGY

Prasert Kangsadal, M.B., Ch. B. (Edin.), M.D.

and

Sunthorn Tandhanand, M.B.

(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

The authors report a case of amebic
‘hepatic abscess in the upper part of the
right lobe which ruptured into the an-
-terior aspect of the lower lobe of right
Jlung ten days before admission. The liver
‘was not palpable; markedly increased
-dullness was elicited only anteriorly and
‘within MLC. Palpation of intercostal spaces
‘with the finger-tips is stressed as an
-egsential in eliciting physical signs. The
-expectoration, at first bloody or blood-
tinged (of varying shades), became some-
“what of anchovy sauce colour early in the
third week. E. hist. was not detected on

:several attempts; but the patient respond- .

-ed very quickly to intramuscular emetine.
"The authors mention lack of previous
statements either for or against pulmo-
nary amebiasis producing anchovy sauce-
-coloured pus. Also mentioning previous
~céses, they believe in the positive.

There was a moderate-sized discus-
‘8haped pocket of sterile fluid inferio-poste-
Tiorly (sp.gr. 1.025) which was re-absorb-

ed slowly (in contrast to the rapid recov-
ery from both hepatic and pulmonary
amebiasis) though the parietal pleura for-
ming the posterior wall of the pocket was
not apparently thickened to the feel of
the puncturing needle.

Besides this pocket of fluid, exten-
sive (or even generalized) pleural sym-
physis was suspected. This suspicion was
proven by four unsuccessful attempts to
push a pneumothorax needle into free
pleural space, in various places and in all
three sides of the chest including one in
the first space anteriorly.

From the history of pain 7 months
before admission and from subsequent
events with absence of evidence for other
causes, the authors believe that amebiasis
is the probable cause-of both the pleural
symphysis and the pocket of fluid. The
patient was in hospital for 80 days and
throughout the follow—up lasting 169 days
remained well all along.

(Four plates. Two tables. Five references)
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