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( Abstract of the fore-going R eportl) . 
ACUTE MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION . 111 

from Thrombotic Coronary O cclusion 
' 1 ·  I 

A Case Report 

Praja Bhisessui·ariddhi 

M.B.

(Dept. of Internal Medicin_e) 

. .  � Myocardial . �nfarction, appears rarely 
in medical . reports in this · country. · On
9ctober 28th 1952 a forty year old man
was admitted in a state of collapse. While 

. 
. " 

sitting quietly in a car . he suddenly ex-

. pe rienced an acute · pain, shooting along
both arms, accompanied by oppression 
and slight · aching in the left chest. The 
condition quickly got worse . .  He develop­
e d  sweating and blue colour in the face 
and all over the body, and fin ally lost 
consciousness. When hospitalized, two 
hours after the 'onset, the patient was 
con scious but . prostrate, orthopneic, cy­
anotic, restless and in imminent collapse. 
'Ihe pulse was feeble, soft, small, though 
regular;  rate 80 per minute. The arterial 
blood pressure was 94/ 72. Area of cardiac 
dullness  was not enl arged. Heart sounds 

were very weak. Fi!!e, moist ·rales were .

detected posteriorly in the base - of · .. the' 
right lung. Laboratory findings were . ·  not 
significant save for a slight . leucocyto�is 
(21 ,000 _ per cu. mm.). Six h_ours ·  later pul­
monary edema became definite in the left . 

. . 
lung. The body temperat:ure ros� to 37.8 0 .  
The pulse was rapid and small, but · rhy­

. thmic throughout until expiration 20 
. ,-

hours after admission. Post mortem e;x:-
amination revealed a wide area, of red 
infarction in the wall  of the left ventricle 
The cause was seen in two small polypoid 
structures, identifie d mforoacopic�lly as 
organising thrombi, arising from ,1,t.hero- · 
matous ul cers just above the _aort ''.c ring 
occludin g the coronary orifices. Th : lun gs 
were congested and edematous. 

(Seven references . Two figur( s . )  
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( Absti·act of the preceding Article ) 

INTESTINAL PERFORATION :E'ROM BAMBOO SPLINTER 

A Case Report 

Prasert Nilpra�hassorn 

M.B.
(Dept. of Surgery) 

A. Thai boy of 14 was admitted on
the bth January 1953 for abdominal pain, 

· which began four days previously, gene­
ralized, with focus around the umbilicus,
iull, colicky in nature. There ·was no

. 
-_ � 

nausea, no tenderness. The abdominal
wall was not tense. The pain was not se­
vere, but was persistent. The . bowels were
-0onstipated. It became accentuated 9 hours
before admission, with localisation in the
right lower abdomen, and developed pierc­
ing character. Physical examination re­
vealed slight rigid ity of the abdominal
wall, with marked tenderness over Mc­
Burney's point;  rebound tenderness was
positive ; no mass was palpable. Rectal ex-

. �mination disclosed a tender spot on the
right of the Douglas pouch. Total leucocyte 
count was 10,950, with 86 percent neu­
trophiles. Provisional diagnosis was acute 
appendicitis. On opening the abdomen 
about 50 cc. of yellowish pus was aspirat­
ed. The appendix was only slightly con­
gested, not enough to account for the pus 
formation . On examining the terminal 

ileum after appendectomy a splinter of 
bamboo was seen projecting about 2.G cm • 
. through the· intel;!tinal wall ·4 cm . .  above · 
the ileocecal junction, enclosed in a weak 

. ,; .  . 
' 

mesh of fibrin. On extraction the splinter 
was found to be a bambo� "pin' ' such as 
generally used for pinning together ba­
nana leaves to form wrapping for sal.e ar­
ticles on the food markets. It was 4 cm. 
long, pqinted at both ends . . The hole, 
through which it had pierced, · nearly 2 
mm. in diameter, ·was "Sutured with 3 stit•
ches. The abd.omen was ·closed with drai­
nage. Penicillin and streptomycin, and!.
later tel'ramycin, were given beside rou­
tine treatments. The recovery was un­
eventful.

Incidentally this is the · second case; 
· of ii1testinal perforation by bamboo splin-·
ter met with ' in this hospital. The first,
case was reported five years ago ( Okae
Balangura, M.B. : J. Med. ,Ass. Siam, 1:15,
1948) and pl'esented essentially the same
clinical and operative finding�.

( Two references. ) 
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