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( Abstract of the preceding Report) 

LYMPHO-EPITHELIOMA OF NASOPHARYNX 

Samran Wangsbhah 
1\L B. 

( Dept. of Ophthalmology and Oto�rhino-laryngology) 

Lympho-epithelioma is comparatively 
rare. It attacks men much more frequent­
ly than women; of the 23 cases encountered 
in the Siriraj Hospital between the years 
1951 and 1952, and proven by biopsy, only 
one was a woman. She was Chinese, 51 
years old, a goldsmith. The first symptom 
was progressive deafness in the right ear, 
beginning about one year before admission. 
There was no discharge. Then followed 
severe toothache, also on the right, unre­
lieved even after total extraction of the 
teeth. Six months later there was bleeding 
from the nose, self-limiting and recurrent. 
Toothache also recurred frequently. One 
month later a mass appeared on the right 
side of the neck, growing rapidly; it was 
hard but not tender. Two months later a 
similar mass a[)peared on the left side. 
The patient sought relief for nasal 
obstruction. Blood in the nostrilH led to 

the discovery of a mass in the nasopharynx. 
There was an area of numbness on the 
right cheek and around the right eyebrow. 
Two lymph nodes were ·palpable along the 
right sterno-cleidomastoid, about the size of 
a hen's egg and a duck's egg respectively, 
fixed but not tender. A single mass, about 
the size of a duck's egg was found on 
the left side. The growth in Rosenmueller 
fossa was as. large as the tip of the little 
finger, lobulated, not ulcerated but bled 
easily on contact. Biopsy revealed the 
lympho-epitheliomatous nature of the 
growth. Roentgen examination failed to 
reveal any evidence of metastasis. After 
two courses of de

\
ep x-ray therapy the 

glands receded remarkably in size, be­
coming nearly imp\lpable. Thereafter the 
patient disappeare( . 

( Fiftee:. references) 
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( Abstract of the fore-going a�ticle) 

IDIOPATHIC THROMBOCYTOPENIC PURPURA 

TREATED BY SPLENECTOMY 

Report of Five . Cases 

Soodsakorn Chongcharoensook 

M.B.

( Dept. of Pediatrics ) 

Notwithstanding the controversy about 
the etiology, splenectomy seems to be the 
only one mode of treatment of idiopathic 
thrombocytopenic purpura which seems 
to be hopeful, especially in chronic cases, 
Experience with five recent cases in this 
department appears to support this con­
viction. All cases were admitted between 
1.farch 1950 and July 1952. Three were
acute; two, chronic with acute exac�r­
bation. Three were girls; two, boys. The
ages ranged from two to eleven years. The
chief symptoms were anemia and purpuric

spots in all cases. Four patients had bleed­
ing from mucous membranes; three, from
internal organs, The spleen was palpable
only in one case. There was no genera­
lised lymphadenopathy, no history of
bleeders in the family. The symptoms
were preceded by pharyngo-tonsillitis in
one p&tient; in none other was a history
of vrevions infection established. Typical
blood findings were seen in all cases:
anemia, marked thrombocytopenia ( from 

0 to 19000), prolonged bleeding time, nor­
mal clotting time, poor 'clot retraction,. 
positive tourniquet test. The sternal mar­
row showed increased proportion of mega­
karyocytes, chiefly immature, while other 
elements were normal. In all cases splen­
ectomy was resorted to after repeated blood 
transfusions had proved useless. After 
operation the number of platelets rose 
immediately in three cases. Usually the 
peak of the rise was reached on the thir­
teenth or fourteenth day; the count then 
declined gradually to normal ilii about 
the fourth week. In · one case the count 
fluctuated greatly after the operation� 
falling very low just before death; in 
this case an accessory spleen was found 
at autopsy. In the other four cases the 
splenectomy was remarkably successful: 
all were discharged relieved of symptoms, 
and the one case which could be contacted 
during sixteen months showed no signs 
of relapse. 

( Nine references ) 
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OBITUARY 

DR. ALLER G. ELLIS 

We deeply regret to announce the
demise of Dr. Aller G. Ellis, M.Sc., M.D.
(Jefferson), M.D. hon. (Chu1alongkorn),
Professor emeritus of Pathology, formerly
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, and
some1ime Rector of Chulalongkorn UniYel'-' 

sity, Bangkok. He passed away peacefully
• on February the ninth, 1953, at his home
in New Jersey, U.S.A., at the ripe old age
of eighty-five, after , :i:epeated seizures of
cerebral hemorrhage. Thus ended the life

/of another foreigner whose name will be
inscribed forever on the honour list in the
annals of medical education in Siam. For
nearly twenty years Dr. Ellis held tho
helm and directed the Medical School,
the School of Nursing and the attached
Siriraj Hopital through difficult passages
and countless obstacles to a stage of per­
fection far beyond the expectation of
even the greatest optimist. His period of
office may not have been as long as that
of some others, but it was C(�rtainly the
most fruitful and the most significant. For
it was during those years that Siam's
only 1\Iedical School metamorphosed from

a backward and unknown place into an
institution llp-to-date in every way and
respectable to everybody. In his eulogy
delivered before a mass meeting of the
faculty members and· students of the Fa­
culty of Medicine and Siriraj Hospital on
Jnly the fourth, 1953, Dr. Lnang Pyn­
pakya Bidyabhed, the ruling Dean, pro­
nounced with conviction that there was
no exaggeration in stating that what Dr.
Ellis had done for Siriraj ranked second
in importance only to t11e deeds of our
great benefactor, His Royal Highness the
late Prince l\fahidol of Songkla. The as­
sembly could only corroborate the Dean's
statement.

For lack of space and hck of ac_
curate data, we are not in a position right
now to enumerate all the doings of the

late D
\
'· Ellis; but we hope in the near

fntnrc to give a full account of his lifo
and ,y, rk in these pages. For the present,

let us Jon elude, in repeating that old wise

sayi11 ;: "He came well, he lived well, he
weD well.''
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