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LUPUS ERYTHEMATOSUS DISSEMINATUS 

Report of a Case 

Sorn Mettiyawongse 
M.B.

and Su-ed Kochaseni 
M.B.

(Dept. of Internal Medicine) 

Lupus erythematosus disseminatns 
is a. systemic. disease of unknown etiology. 
It is currently believed to belong to the 

11 " 11 a· '' (l) I so-ca ed co agen 1seases group. ts 
relationship to chronic discoid type is a 
subjt·ct of controversy. In occasional cases 
it is found that the chronic discoid type 
can trnnsform into an acute syBtemic one. 

Clinical features of lupus erythcnrn­
tosus disseminatus are variable but at 
some time in the course of the disease 
most of the following manifestations rnny 
be obser,cd: (1) fever, prolonged and ir­
regnlar with a tendency to remissions of 
varialile duration; (2) malaise and loss of 
weight; (3) serous and synovial membran, 
Ni iHvo1vemcnt, such as al'tl1riiis, pcric:1.1·­
ditis :md pleuritis; (4) lyrnpharhmopatby: 
(5) s11pprC's:,;ion oJ' hfood forrnirig org:im:
with J.,. ukopcnia, anemia and thromhoey-

topenia; (6) cardiac and renal .. involve· 
ment; (7) rashes, particularly over the· 
butterfly area of the face, usually not 
constant; (8) enlargement of· liver and 
:,;plcen. Neurologic and psychiatric mani­
fcs

. 
ta�io\.

1s are infreq�ent. The disease is.
c•spec1aJ :.,- common 111 females of the

s•�('uud, · third and fourth decades. (2, 3 ,5)
D ,.. to its protean manifestations, 

ea1-l.,· · ,agnoBis of this disease is usually 
diffic lt unless confirmed by the demon­
strat i.:,n of the so-called " L.E. '' (lupus 
cryt,ltematosus) phenomenon· as first des-

. . 
(4) criLc' (l 1,:,- Hargraves and co-workers. 

The " L.E. '' phenomenon has been 
C, ,rn�, • rn a high percent.age of patients 
,, i; :; lnpns crythematosus disseminatus 
:11!'.! 1:-.· :t small number of: false posi-

(� Q) :,:t'> lit·r·n reported. ::>-u 'l'he present 





Sorn Mettiyawongse, M.B. and Su-ed Koohaseni, M.B. 40r 

before admission when she noticed occa­

sional appearances of ecchymoses here and 

there over both extremities. Later, some 

purpuric spots developed and there was 

bleeding from gums three days before 

admission. Past and family histories were 

noncontributory. 

On admission the temperature was 

38.8
°

0; pulse 140/min.; respiration 24/ 

min.; B.P. 102/40. Physical examination 

revealed a well-nourished girl, pale but 

not icteric. Numerous purpuric spots and 

ecchymoses were . founcl over both extre­

mities and a few of them on the trunk. 

'!here was slight enlargement of superfi­

cial lymph glands on both sides of neck. 

Examination of the lungs, heart and ab­

domen was negative. Fluoroscopy of the 

chest showed no e-vidence of pulmonary 

infiltrations. 

Laboratory studies: Hemoglobin42%; 

R.B.C. 2.3 million; W.B.C. 13,400 with 

76% of polymorphonuclear cells, 23% of 

lymphocytes and 1 % of eosinophiles. Blood 

platetets were 12,900. Coagulation time 

was 4 min. Bleeding time was 1 ½ hour. 

Tourniquet test was positive. Kahn reac­

tion was negative. Urine and feces were 
normal. 

A diagnosis of Idiopathic Thrombo­

cytopenic Purpura was made. The treat­

ment was symptomatic with repeated 

blood transfusions. She unfortunately had 

an attack of P. vivax infection from one 

of the transfusions and was treatud with 
quinine dihydrochloricle. Painful feeling 

in the left hip occurred about 2½ months 

later. Roentgenogram of the hip, lumbo­

sacral region and sacro-iliac joints show­

ed no evidence of bone or joint invulY\'q 

ment. The pain was only relieved by an­
algesics. The patient was discharged on.
July 13, 1949 with no bleeding symptoms.
but still with slight pain of the left hip,

The patie11t was again admitted on. 

May 16, 1952 because of bleeding nose 

for 1 month. In the interval of 3 years bet­

ween the two admissions, her health was 

only affected by the constantly painful 

left hip and occasional fever. Later roent­

genograu1 of sacro-iliac joints showed 

sacro-iliac arthritis 011· the left side. 

About two months prior to the second 

admission, few erythematous spots were 

noticed over both malar eminences, gra­

dually increasing in number. Ecchymoses. 

here and there soon appeared, again ac­

companied by freqnen,t bleeding from 

nose and gums. She became easily fatigued 
and had lost some weight. Left cervical 

lymph glands became enlarged. Fever· 

was present, especially in the afternoon. 

On admission the temperature was 

37 .8
° 

C; pulse 124/min,; respiration 20/ 

min.; B.P. 110/80 .. The patient was thin 

and pale. Erythematous spots were sym­

metrically distributed over both malar 

eminences. Few ecchymoses were found 

over the nape of neck and left arm. Snb­

mandibrtlar and superficial cervical lymph 

glands were palpable, from a bean to 

thumb size, discrete, movable and slightly 

tender. Examination of other systems was 

negative. 

Laboratory studies: Hemoglobin 60%: 

R.B.C. 3.56 million; W.B.C. 5,600 with 

73% <>f polymorphonuclear cells, 35% of 

lymphocytes and 4% of eosinophiles. Blood 

11latelets wen! 114,000. Reticulocytes were 
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(Abstract of the preceding Article) 

HEPATIC COMA (CHOLEMIA) 

Vikit Viranuvatti 

M.B., M.P.H.T.M. (Tulane)

(Dept. of Internal Medicine) 

Attention is drawn to the close simi­
larity in the clinical pictures.of hepatic 

coma (cholemia) and of uremia. The pos­

sible etiology of the. former is reviewed; 

· at the same time blood and urine find-
ings in eleven patients, all of whom died,
are brought into discussion. That hepatic
coma may be due to retention of bile acids
and bile salts is ruled out by the fact
that the degree of jaundice does not de-

. termine the onset of coma; Hyperglyce­

mia, hypoglycemia and glycosnria are oc­
casionally met with. In the author's series 
two patients had glycosuria, but blood 
sugar leYel v,,as normal. Azotemia and 
aminoacidemia are also mentioned. Blood 
nitrogen vrns normal in four cases, fairly 
high in one and very high in four cases. 
In the bst group, examination of nrinf' 

showed fine granular casts in one 'case •. 
bile in another and albumin in alt four. 
It has· been mentioned in the literature· 
that the kidney lesions might be due to· 

.. 

the blocking of renal tubules with bile 
pigments, resulting in tubular degenera-
tion. Other possible causes are high serum. 
calcium, lack of vitamin B, pre-renal de­
viation of fluid and disturbance of elec­
trolyte balance, acidosis, cerebral edema, 

intracranial hemorrhage, cerebral anox,e­

mia and hypoxia. In conclusion the author 
states that just as in the case of uremia, 

the cause of hepatic coma is still un­

kno,vn. More detailed investigations are 
needed. 

(13 references) 
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(Abstract of the preceding Report)

ACQUIRED OESOPHAGO-BRONCHIAL FISTULA

A Case Report

Banyat Prijyanonda
M.B.,F.C.C.P.

Vikit ... Viranuvatti
  

M.B.,1\1.P.H.T.M. (Tulane)

(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

A Thai (Siamese) farmer, 23 years
old, was admitted on November 10th
1952 for the treatment of progressive
difficulty in swallowing, which had been
noticed for about four months. Even fluid
foods were regurgitated. Associated sym­
ptoms were chest pain; coughing with
scanty sputum, sometimes blood-tinged;
growth of a nodular mass, beginning
about one month later, at the base of -
tpe front part of the neck, reaching the
size of a hen's egg in two months, and
progressive loss of weight. Four days be­
fore admission the patient developed high
fever, with severe cough and difficulty in
breathing. His past and familial histories
contained nothing of import. On admission
the body temperature was 37.9°0., pulse
1·ate 120 per minute, respiration 24 per
minute. The enlarg;ed lymph nodes in the
right supraclavicular space were movable

. and slightly tender. Heart and lungs were
normal. Blood findings were: hemoglobin
60 per cent, erythrocyte count 4.12 mil­
lions, leucocyte count 10150, polymorphs
59 per cent, lymphocytes 37 per cent,
eosinophil 3 per cent, basophil J. per cent.
Kahn reaction was negative. Biopsy re­
vealed tuberculous nature of the glands.
Roentgenological examination disclosed

the presence of an oesophago-bronchial
fistula in the middle third of the . oeso­
phagus, joining it to the rightA:riain bron­
chus and to the adjoining part of the me­
diastinum. The right paratracheal glands
were enlarged. There was no pulmonary
infiltration, and the heart was normal.
Malignancy of the oesophagus with oeso­
phago-bronchial fistula was suspected by
the roentgenologist. Bronchoscopy and
oesophagoscopy confirmed the presence
of the fistula; tissue removed from a fur­
tmcle-like mass in the oesophageal wall
,va;;; inflammatory. While in the EENT
ward the patient developed right plenri­
tis with consoli

\
d ation of the _ right upper

lung lobe. He "'as transferred to the Sur­
gical Departme1\t for gastrostdmy; treat­
ment with dih :drostrcptomycin was be­
gun. Three we :ks later broncho-oesopha­
goscopy found the orifice of the fistula
shrunken, c 1:2an and without discharge .
The patient was transferred back to the
medical ward; isoniazid was given in
addition. One' week later empyema deve­
loped; aspiration with injection of dihy­
drostreptomyi;in brought it to a close,
Thereafter the patient's condition emprov­
ed steadily. He was discharged after four
months' hospitalization, having received
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50 gm. of dihyclrostreptomycin, 11450 gm. 

of isoniazid, recovered the ability to swal­

low, and gained 11 Kg. in body weight. 

The fistula was completely healed. 'J'he 

gastrostomy was abolished before dis­

charge. 'l'he patient reported himself heal-

blood .clotting, coagulation 

hemolysis laking 

hemoglobin 

erythrocyte, red blood oell 

leucocyte, white blood oells 

polymorph 

thy at the last follow-up, six months later. 

The fist,ula was believed to be tubercu­

lous in origin, resulting probably from 

necrosis of some mediastinal glands. 
(Six references. Four figures.) 
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