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(Abstract of the preceding Article )
EXTRA-COLONIC LESIONS IN ASSOCIATION*

with
AMEBIC COLITIS
Tinaratna Sathitnimarnkarn

M.D.
(Dept. of Pathology)

The author studied histological sec-

tions of the pancreas, liver, heart, lung,
spleen, kidney  and adrenal body in fifty
cases of established amebic colitis autop-
sied between 1932 and 1952, in compari-
son with fifty control cases dying of other
diseases during the same period. The aim
was to find out whether amebiasis of the
colon could be causally linked up with
lesions in other organs. Amebic liver ab-
scess was found in 26 per cent of cases,
and amebic lung abscess in 4 per cent. In
many other cases, unaffected with abscess,
the liver showed definite signs of hepati-
is, undiagnosed during Iifé; the organ
was enlarged and increased in weight;
there was proliferation of portal connective
tissue, portal cellular infiltration with
degeheration, fatty change and necrosis
of liver cells. Lesions of the lung, exclud-
ing abscess, included bronchopneumonia
{16 per cent), tuberculosis (10 per cent),
bronchitis (6 per cent ) and infarction (6
per cent ). The pancreas showed chronic
interstitial inflammation in 28 per cent
of cases, fibrosis in 40 percent, acinar
dilatation in 32 per cent and interstitial

edema in 30 per cent. In the heart inter-
stitial edema was found in 32 per cent,
cloudy swelling in 48 per cent and fatty
degeneration in 6 per cent; the pericar-
dium was inflamed in 34 per cent. The
spleen in most cases was shrunken in size;
some showed amyloid infiltration (6 per
cent), hyalinization of vascular walls ( 38

- per cent) and of the Malpighian bodies

(18 per cent), and venous congestion ( 36
per cent). The kidney was affected with
cloudy swelling in 56.3 per cent of cases,
fibrosis of glomeruli in 31.3 per cent, con- .
gestion in 20.9 per cent and cellular in-
filtration in 18.8 per cent. Nodular hyper-
plasia was identified in 52.3 per cent of
adrenals; other lesions included cellular
infiltration in the medulla (47.7 per cent),
tubular degeneration ( 45.5 per cent ), hy-
dropic degeneration of the cortex (27.3
per cent) and cortical congestion (25.0 per
cent). Although direct causal connection
with amebiasis could not be established
in most cases, comparison with the control
series suggested strongly that some kind
of toxin might have been responsible for

most of the lesions.

(* Thesis submitted as part fulfilment of the requirements for the examination

for the degree of Doctor of Medic:ine, by recommendation of Professor Khun Ketudas-
idy abhyadhi, Head of the Dept. of Pathology, and endorsed by the Faculty of Medi-

ne and  Siriraj Hospital, July 1953. The original volume comprises 165 pages, with

tables, 38 figures and 35 references.)
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