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(Abstract of the preceding Article) 

T.HROl\180 ANGIITIS OBLITERANS

Statistical Study for the Years 1942 to 1951 .. 

Saman Samanavanich 

M.D .... · 

(Dept. of. SurgerjT) 

Thromboangiitis obliterans has been 
known for a long time but its etiology has 
_not been ad�quately described.: -The ideal 
treatment is sf.ill wanting. During the ten 
years selected for study, 108 cases were 
admitted. All were men between the 

.twenty-fourth and sixty-fifth years. The 
highest incidence fell in the· age-group 
30-50. Ninety.five patients were Thai
(Siamese); thirteen . were Chinese .. The
heavy workers (farmers, coolies, etc.) were
most frequently affected. The leg · was
attacked more frequentiy than the arm;
in the ratio of 13:2. The duration of the
disease in most cases was between one
month · and three years. Eighty-eigllt

: . patf�p.ts Callle· �f�i<-treatmerit when :gan; 
g�e�� · haf;;lri�!l-i :<i��el�p�d:. The;�f�r� 

. the ·incideti·clit :·�iriput�tiori ·wai <ra:t�ir .·
. hjgb: siity ·1i ,aiLTJJ.��-µi'irtality r�te -':�as 

low, about�-:.� ;f/cenf; 'all ··mortalities . ' 
fell in the .. operated ·cases. Peri-arterial 
sympathectomy< ·gave rel�ef in thirteen 
cases; the 1:esult :was not· constant. Lum­
bar · ganglion��tornJ seemed to be inore 
reliable in the :p.on-gangrenous cases, but 
was also more difficult; it .procured relief 
in seventeen cases· and was followed by 

· exitus in one. Stellate ganglion block was
successfully performed in 4 cases.

(Two references) 
(T.K.) 
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( Abstract oE the fore-going Report )
STELLA.TE GANGLION. BLOCK IN THROMBOANGIIl'IS OBLITERANS

Sanoe Indrasukhsri
M.B.

(Df-'pt. of Surgery)

Blocking of sympatheHc gangl_ion
··intefrupts the_ reflex arc for._vasciconstric­
. tor mechanism resulting iri vasodilatation,

incr�ase in blood as well as .. Jymph sup­
. plies. Stallate ganglion block has _been

' ; -- , . . ·used in the treatment of several vascular
•· diseases. In . thromboangiitis oblit-erans,
not. only is the blood vessel blocked by
the thrombus but the vessel wall itself.

--contracts as a result of inflammation.
With a narrower passage the chances of
thrombus formation· is greater. In .· early
-stages of the disease stellate ganglion block
·b�sides causing an increase in blood snp­
'Ply and relaxing the vessel wall also gives
.sufficient lime for colJateral circulation to
form; Other advantages are first, stellate
ganglion block does not require a highly
experiencfd surgeon, �nd secondly, no
hospitalization is needed.

The anatomy of stellate gangli(,n is
rE:viewed. The method of blocking fill• 

ployed by Mnrphey is described. The
author claims that this is Bafer com par, d
with earlier methods. Successful blocking
is shown in 3-10 ruins. by Hornn's syn-

•<lrome, evidenced by ptosis, narrowing of

the pdlpebral fissnre _ with raise_d lower
eye-lid, constrictio.n· of th� ·pupiJ,� sw;eat��-�

• 
• -- C > •, � 

ing in the regions of face and foi�ehe�a;: ·,
and flushing of hand, finger,;�lp's.·.�a\-i{i-,:��>
shoulder. Possible complic�ti°tin's\r�:_,t��'l).:.;
porary p1iin on penetrating" f"�s�iaY .do�f:'_f

. . . . ' �:;, 

ing of the cervical spine; tempo�ary .. l)°a� -,__:
ralysis of the arm due to diffusion of �n:- ·.
aesthetic to lower brachial plexus; drug , ·
idiosyncrasy, particularly in. the_ case of .
procaine. Dangers irom an ine�per�enced.
performer are: pneumo-or hydro-thorax;
injection into the neural canal; paralysis
of phrenic nerve; injection into blood ·· 
vessel.

The resnlts of stellate ganglion
blocking in six patients are given in table­
fol'm. In eady cases gang\rene is preven­
ted from speeading. Each patient recieves
hvo injections weekly. Th:1 total mumber
of injections varies from Jne to ,twenty.
seven. The anaesthetic us< d is 15 ml. 1 per
cent novocaine solution. n all cases the
treatment is a success. ]Jo complication is
observed.

(Five references, one table)
(O.A.)
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(Abstract of the preceding Report) 

CROHN'S DISEASE 

A Case Report 
Okas Balangura 

1\I.B. 
( Dept, of Surgery) . 

After an extensive review of the 
.· pre_sent status of lrnowlenge concerning 

· - ·Ct'Ohn's disea3e, the anthrw presents the
history of a pati�nt adt11itted on th-e 20th

.--August_ 1952. for relief of diffuse aodomi­
:,:· -� n:�i pai�,. and 'tenderness which really

_ sta.rte<l ten�ye_ars ago and were attributed 
to mild appendicitis. There was nali.sea, 

- ·but no_. vomiting. Three soft stools were
passed during the preceding twelve hours;
there was no blood in the passages. There
was a low fever (temperature 37.6

°

0, pulse
T;:tte _9·2). Abdominal examination was es­
sentially negative. Rectal examination re­
vealed much tenderness on the .right side
of the _Dougl"s pouch. Tluore was lencocy­
tosis of 27,050, with 80 p.c. of nent-rophils,
4 p.c. of eosinopbils, 14 p.c. of lymphocytes
and 2 p.c. of monocytes. The case was
diagnosed as acute pelvic appendicitis and
laparotomy was perfo1·mecl. 'l'he appendix:
was normal save for some adhesions. In
the distal part of the jejunum, 3 to 4 me­
ters from its beginning, the diseased part
was identified, 11 cm. long, with thicken­
ed and hardened walls, and congested.
The mesentery was thick, rubbery and
contained enlarged lymph nodes, the big­
gest measuring 1.5 cm� it1 JiauH;ter.K1·ohn's
disease was suspec�ed and the affected
pal't was resected, including apparently
Eorrrnl lengths, ± an,l , cm. proximal and.

distal to the part respectively. The patient .. 
stood the operatioQ. well and returned 
home seven .days later. Re-examination 
two and � haUmonths la.t�rrevealed no.··.� 
signs of abnormality._ Grossly the specimen :0 

i•as congested-and edematous, �SJ)eci �lly : . >
in the submucosa, but there was n.o· -1..11-

• � \' • a 

ceration. Microscopically the sub mucous·. 
layer was much thickened, with inflam:­
matory infiltration, chiefly of lymphocy- .. 
tes, plasma cells and eosinophils. Poly­
morphs were few. Parts of the mucosa 
,vere necrotic and. sloughing. Like infil­
tration was seen in the muscnlal'is and 
serosa. Pathologist's impression was 
Crohn's disease. 

Inflammatory reacUons were seen in 
both ends of the resected piece, so that 
recurrence was to be expected. 

This is the firs·t reported case of 
Ci'Ohn' s disease with full histological 
support,. Seven years ago a case with like 
clinical features were operated upon for 
acute appendicitis, in which the appendix 
was found to be normal, but the terminal 
ileum ,vas engorged, thickened and in­
flamed; the case was diagnosedas termi­
nal ileitis and only the normal appendix 
was removed. Whether that was also a 
case of Crohn's disease cannot be said for 
sure. 

( T,vo figures; 8 references) 
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