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( Abstract of the preceding Report) 

DIAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA 

A Case Report 

Jujati Tongjaj 

M.B. 

(Dept. of Surgery) 

A Chinese boy, aged 13, was admitted 

-on the 8th of March, 1954, for the treat­

ment of aggravating pain and oppression 

in the upper abdomen of about three 

years' duration. Other symptoms included 

tar-coloured stool, sense of splashing in 

the chest, pallor and emaciation. Physical 

~xamination suggested the presence of a 

mass in the left chest, extending from the 

level of the fourth rib downwards, with 

definite gurgling sounds. The apex beat 

was displaced to a point 2 cm. to the right 

of the M.C.L. X-ray examination reveal­

ed herniation of the whole stomach, in 

inverted position, and part of the intes­

tines, displacing the h eart to the right. 

The diagnosis of diaphragmatic hernia 

was thus established. At operation per­

formed under endotracheal anesthesia (Dr. 

Okas Balangura, operator; Dr. Jujati Tong­

jaj, first assistant), by an oblique rectus 

incision, it was found that the herniated 

organs included the stomach, the greater 

part of the jejunum and ileum, and the 

transverse colon with the two flexures. 

The left lung had been compressed for so 

long a time that it expanded only with 

difficulty, even with application of posi­

tive pressure through the tracheal tube. 

After replacement of the herniated organ£ 

the left phrenic was crushed to facilitate 

repair of the hiatus, which was found to 

belong to the pleuroperitoneal type. The 

defect was sutured, with reinforcement 

with a piece of the fascia lata. The 

patient stood the operation very well. 

Postoperative treatment included encoura­

gement of lung expansion, relief of 

tympanites and antibiotic prophylaxis of 

pulmonary complication ( penicillin 1.Z 

million units; streptomycin 5.0 gm.). The 

recovery was uneventful, safe for the 

development of a slight hydropneum0-

thorax. The patient was discharged on 

the eighth day. When seen a fortnight 

later he was apparently fit and well. 

( One reference. One figures.) 
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(Abstract of the fore-going Report) 

FOREIGN BODY IN THE LOWER BRONCHUS 
A Case Report 

Prasert Dumavibhata 

M.B. 

(Dept. of Ophthalmology, Oto-rhino-laryngology) 

Foreign bodies in the bronchus are 

relatively rare, in comparison to those in 

the oesophagus. The following case has 

curiosity as additional feature. 

A Thai (Siamese) boy of eighteen 

-came to the hospital on the 7th of May, 

1953, with the complaint of hemoptyeis 

for three months. He had been advised 

hospitalisation by a doctor in his home­

town after discovery by roentgenography 

of a foreign body in a bronchus of the 

1·ight lung. He narrated that one day while 

playing with his brother, a gold necklace 

kept in his mouth accidentally slid down 

the throat. Thereafter he coughed fre-

quently and often spitted blood. PhysL 

cal examination revealed a slight dullness 

of the percussion notes with some dimi­

nution in the breath sounds in the lower­

part of the right lung. Roentgenogri.m 

disclosed an . opaque chain with heart­

shaped appen~)lge, the latter lodged in th & 

bifurcation of the main bronchus, and the 

former trailing down into the lower bron -

chus. By means of bronchoscopy there was 

little difficulty in removing the foreign 

body in toto. The necklace was 26 cm. 

long and weighed 11.25 gm.; the locket 

measured 1. 7 by 1.4 cm. The patient's 

recovery was rapid and complete. 

(Two references. Two figures.) 
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