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(Abstract of the preceding Report)

PULSELESS DISEASE

Sunthorn Tandananda
M.B., F.C.C.P.

and

Tranakchit Harinasut
M.B., D.T.M. & H.

(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

et

The authors review the history of
the ‘“‘pulseless disease’” and the possible
contributing etiological factors. They also
report two cases of their own, The firgt
patient was a woman of thirty-eight with
definite histdry of syphilis of thirteen
year’s standing. Other serious illnesses
included pleuritis with effusion, throm-
tuberculosis of

boecytopenic  purpura,

gpleen and tuberculous involvement of
the cervical lymph nodes. On her third
admission one year ago the patient com-
plained of fever, weakness with fainting

€pells and loss of the pulse on the wrists.

The clinical diagnoses were (1) pyrexia of
unidentified cause, (2) syphilis (Kahn3+),
(3) “pulseless disease” (aortic arch synd-
rome). Antibiotic treatment had to be in-
terrupted when the patient was obliged to
return home. She came back four months
later (ob 20. December 1954) with com-
plaints of multiple joint pains, fever,
weakness, anorexia and masses on the

Yeft side of the neck. The tumours were

found to be enlarged cervical glands.
Blood Kabn was 3 4. The ophthalmolo-
gist detected paralysis of the third and

fourth cerebral nerves and detachment of

the retina on the left side, with bilateral
optic neunritis. The patient was put on
penicillin, 600,000 units per day for fifteen.
days. On the tenth day of therapy the
radial pulse was feebly palpable on the
right side. Ten days later the pulse could
The blood

pressure remained immeasurable. X ray

be felt also on the lefc side.

examination failed to reveal aneurism.
The final diagnoses were: (1) pleuritis
with effusion, right-sided, (2) syphilig
(Kahn 3 4), (3) “pulseless disease”, both
sides (aertic arch syndrome). The second
case was that of a sixteen-year old girl
who sought treatmant for fatigue with
difficulty in breathing and chest oppres-
sion. B8he had found out for some time
that her pulse on the left side was weaker
than that on the right. There was a his-
tory of fever with pain and swelling of

the ankles four or five months prior to
admission. The present illness started with
fever, cough with yellow sputum, chest
pain and difficulty in breathing. Physical
examination revealed, aniong other fin-
dings, absence of the left pulse, arterial
blood pressure (right arm) of 160/120, and

/signs of cardiacdilatation with bronchial
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involvement. Thé case was diagnosed as:

{1 acute.b.ronchitis, (2') atypical coarcta-

tion of the aorta, (3) hypertension leading

to cardiac failure, and (4) ‘“pulseless dis-
ease”‘. Symptomatic treatment was given,
The patient developed: high. fever with
acute cardiac failure on the seventh day,.
but recovered under treatment: With im-
provement in cardiac . efficiency. :the left
pulse became feebly palpable, though the

blood pressure remained. immeasarable on

f

AIATNY

ir.
that side. During the "'l,;:o_s;ii.,t-alisati'bn it
was observed that di_saébea}ance of the
lgft pulse was foliowed by pulmonary
e;lema on the next day and improvement
in the lung condition preceded return of
the pulse, Moreover, with ‘disappearance
of the left pulse, the.blood pressure fell
glightly; . with . return of the pulse; the
blood pressure rose slightly. The patient
was finally discharged with improvement,

(Four references)
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(Abstraet of the preceding Paper)

ANEURYSM OF THE ABDOMINAL AORTA

Mukda Trishnanondh
M.B.

Vikit Viranuvatti

i M.B., M.P.H.T.M. (Tulane)

(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

The . authors report four cases of
aneurysm of the abdominal aorta, of
which three ended in- rupture. All pa-
tients were married men, aged 40, 46, 47
and 73 years, with history of syphilis of
10 years’; 14 years'; 20 years’ and “several
years” duration respectively. The chief
complaint was in every case: ‘‘pain, op-
pression and mass” in the abdomen or lo-
wer part of the chest. Other symptoms
included nausea, vomiting aund loss of ap-
petite. In the case of the 47-year old man
the pain was continuous and excessive
and could be controlled for short periods
only with morphiné. The patient suddenly
collapsed on the fourth day in the hospi-
tal. Autopsy revealed a ruptured saccu-
lar aneurysm, 9x 12 cm. in size, just below
the origin of the superior mesenteric ar-
tery, and syphilitic aortitis. The oldest
patient developed severe abdominal pain
while in the ward and had to be submit-
ted to operation for anterior gastro-enter-

ostomy. Aortic aneurysm pressing agains.
the duodenum was found at operationt
Four days later the patient passed a big
bloody stool, and the abdominal mass and
pain suddenly disappeared. The patient
expired twelve days later. The 40-year
old patient refused operation and asked to
be discharged, only to come back five
months later with signs of severe cardiac
decompensation. He developed shock on
the fourth day of hospitalisation and died.
At autopsy the ruptared aneurysm was
located just below the hiatus aorticus; the
left kidney showed pressure atrophy. The

other patient was discharged unimproved
after exploratory loparotomy had reveal-
ed a fusiform aneurysm which was ino-

perable. In all cases classical signs of the
disease were present, and roentgenologi-

cal examination confirmed the clinical
diagnosis.

(Thirteen references)
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