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(Summary of the preceding Article)

OTOGENIC MENINGITIS

: With Report of Four Cases

Porn Varavej

]

M.B., M.D.
(Dept. of Ophthalmology, Oto-rhino-laryngology)

Commenting on the high incidence
of otitis media the author stresges the
significance of the ear providing the
stdrting point of intracranial infections.
Four cages are cited for illustration. The
first patient was a man of 34 with an 8-
year history of otitis media who was ad-
itted in an unconscious state after a briefm
illness with vomiting, stiff neck and deli-
rium. The right ear was found blocked up
with pus.  Signs of meningeal irritation
were positive. The spinal fluid was cloudy
‘with numerous polymorphs. Mastoidecto-
my yielded about 3 ce. of pus under pres-
sure. Under further chemotherapy and
antibiotic therapy the patient regained
consciousness on the secondbostoperative
~day. Re-examination revealed a perfora-
tion in the inferior posterior quadrant of
ﬁhe tympanic membrane. The second
patient was a baby of 2 months (Chinese)
brought for the treatment of convulsions
following two weeks of fever with colds
and swelling behind the right ear. When
seen the swelling had spread over the
right zygomatic and texr;poral regions and
involved the eye-lids.
the ear. The leucocyte count was 20,200.
The spinal fluid was eloudy and contained
952 cells per cu, mm. Medigal treatment
was of no avail. With diagnosis of zygo-
matic mastoiditis with meningitis the

There was pus in -

patient was submitted to modified radical
mastoidectomy.  Five cc. of pus (Staph.
aureus) were evacuated from the zygo-
matic region. The patient improved rapid-
ly under antibiotic treatment. The third
case was that of a woman, 74 years old,
with a prolonged history of purulent dis-
charge from the ear. She developed severe
earache with fever and became wuncon-

. scious. Onad migsion there was a fever of

39. 2°0. The right tympanic membrane
was congested and bulging. Kernig's sign
was positive. The intraspinal pressure
was increased, and the fluid contained
numerous cells. The white cell count was
20900 per cu. mm, Simple mastoidectomy
wag at once undertaken. The antrum
contained a gero-sanguinous discharge but
no pus. The patient became conscious on
the following day and was discharged on
the ninth postoperative day. The fourth
patient was a boy of 17 who had had
earache with fever for 3 days before ad-
misgion. There was no meningeal symptom.
Diagnosed as chronic otorrhea with acute
mastoiditis the patient was operated upon
for complete radical mastoidectomy. Sero-
purulent fluid discharged with pressure
from the antrum. The surrounding bones
appeared uninvolved. On the second post-
operative day the patient developed high

fever. Spinal puncture yielded slightly




Porn

cloudy fluid with 470 cell per cu. mm.
(97 per cent neutrophiles). Synthomyce-
tin was given. The following day signs
of meningeal irritation appeared and the
fever was swinging. Spinal fluid on the
fifth day contained 1316 cells. Medication
was changed to penicillin and dihydro-
streptomycin and the patient quickly im-
proved. On the tenth day there was an-
other bout of fever, brought down with

aralen. After a stormy time the patient

Varavej 257

~ was discharged on the eighteenth day,

Medical treatment for the four cases in-
cluded penicillin, dihydrostreptomyecin,
Synthomycetin and sulphadiazine.

Ir none of th;e cages could the point

of entry of infection into the cranial
cavity be identified. In the fourth case

the menigitis evidently developed after
mastoidectomy.

(Nine references. Two figures.)
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(Summary of the preceding Report)

A CASE OF CHROMOMYCOSIS

Vichitr Phanich
M.B., Cert. in Derm. (Penn.)
(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

Some of the clinical aspects of chro-

momycosis are reviewed and the case of

a male Thai farmer reported. The patient

was 55 years old and had had the diseage
for 8 years. The disease, starting as a

papule the size of a match head, slowly
progressed to involve nearly the whole of

the right lower extremity. The affected
part showed many types of lesions, main-
ly plaque-like with crustation and scales.
Other lesions were nodular, tumorous and
papillomatous. There were three large

ulcers which bled easily on touch.

The diagnosis was established by
microscopic demonstration of the typical
dark brown, oval, septate bodies in the
pus obtained from the lesions. The charac-
teristic fungus cells were seen algo in
biopsied skin. Culture of the pus on Sa-
bouraud’s medium gave slow growing,
black fungus, which was identified as
Hormodendrum pedrosoi.

Potassium iodide by mouth was the
therapy given, but the result could not
be evaluated since the patient asked to be
discharged after four weeks of treatment.

(Four figures. Six references.)
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