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(Summary of the preceding Artlcie)

THE MIDDLE LOBE SYNDROME

Khun Ratanavejsakha
C.M.

After reviewing the anatomical and
elinical features of the Middle Lobe Syn-
drome (Graham) in considerable detail
the author presents summaries of four
of his own cages. The first wasa China-
man of sixty-one with history of chronic
cough with chest pain and clear sputum.

When first seen the lungs were clear
and sputum was negative for tubercle
pacilli. Diagnosed as bronchitis the pa-
tient }improved rapidly under sulpha-
diazine and was discharged within
twelve days. He came again four months
later with similar symptoms and again
responded very well to treatment. Two
months later he reported for_ the third
time, with cough and chest pain, but
remarked that the sputum was thicker
and more tenacious than formeriy.
X -ray examination revealed a thin line
of opacity in the right mid-lung field.
The case was diagnosed as interlobular
pleurisy. Sputum was negetive for tu-

bercle bacilli. The patient was discharg-

ed well after 15 days of treatment
with sulphadiazine. He had two similar

attacks 5 and 14 months later, respec-
tively. At the last visit radiography and

fluoroscopy showed that the linear sha-

dow seen formerly had assumed an ap-

_Pearance typical of the Middle Lobe

Syndrome. The second patient was a boy
of fifteen, first seen for the treament
of acute miliary tuberculosis with la-
ryngeal involvement. He was discharged.
improved after four months of treat-
ment. He came again 3 ye;rs and 4
months later with fever and cough with.
sputum. Rodiography revealed opacity
in the lower right parahilar region
which under fluoroscopy could be iden-

tified as atelectasis of the right middle
lobe, possibly brougth about by com-

- pression from tuberculous lymph nodes.

The diagnosis of beginning Middle Lobe
Syndrome was established, and an in-
tensive courge of treatment suppplemen-
ted with cortisone was given. After
twelve days the atelectatic portion ap-
peared normal. The third case was that
of a priest, 70 years old, who sought
treatment for fever with productive
cough, which he had had for a very
long time. X-ray examination disclosed
a triangular shadow inthe right middle

lobe, with the bage lateral and the apex
pointing towards the hilus, and without
any sign’of pulmonary infiltration. This
gave the impression of partial collapse
of the right middle lobe.. The fourth.
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patient ‘was also a priest, 36 years of
age, who had had fever with cough,

chest pain and bloody sputum for six

days. There' were diminished breath .

sounds in the right lung with occasional
sibilant rhonchi below the gcapula. The

sputum was negative for M. tuberculosis.

The total leucocyte count was 11850 per
cu. mm., wits 73 per cent neutrophiles,
19 per cent lymphocgtes and 8 per
cent eosinophiles. X-rays confirmed
the presence of atelectasis of the right
middle lobe.

involved in these four cases.

Only the right lung was
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(Summary of the preceding Article)

THE PROBLEM OF ANTI-POLIO VACCINATION IN THAILAND

Chaloem Puranananda
M.B., A.F.L. (Paris)
(Queen Saovabha Institute, Bangkok)

—

The author reviews the report of
the Conference of WHO Experts held
in Stockholm, in November 1955, and
uses the recommendations therein to
consider whether Salk’s vaccine is in-
dicated in Thailand, where sporadic
cages of mild attack without permanent
paralysis have been registered for more
than twenty years. There was an
epidemic in 1952-1953 which hit Bang-
kok and involved more than three
hundred cases with the bulbar type of
the disease causing 6 per cent morta-
lity.

The sera of a group of adults in-
habiting an un-infected area, with age
range between 40 and 80 years, were

investigated. It was found that the
majority possessed immunity against
all three types. The sera of a group
of children between 2 and 7 years old
struck by the epidemic of 1952—-1953
were also examined and all three types

of viruses were identified in most cases.

The author, relying in the said
that although an
epidemic may occur in thig or the next

report, concludes
year, if the cycle were the same as
found in other countries, Salk’s vaccine
is not indicated. He stresses that since
the epidemiology and ;node of infection
of polio resemble those of typhoid fever,
the medical and public health authorities
should advise the public accordingly,
with the additional point of warning
them not to over-exert themselves. The
author interpretes the low virulence of
polio in this country in the light of
antibiosis. In a country where public
health and sanitation are of a low
standard, a multitude of bacteria flou.
rishes and thus hampers the thriving of
viruses, whereas in a country with
well developed public health and ‘sani-
tary conditions most bacteria have been
eliminated and thus leave room for the
viruses to multiply and become more

virulent.

(C.P)
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