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(Summary of the preceding Article)
PLEURO-PULMONARY AMEBIASIS
With Six Case Reports
8. Tandhanand, M.B., F.C.C.P.
(Dept. of Internal Medicine)

Pleuro-pulmonary amebiasis is the -
sequel to amebiasis in some other parts
of the body. The most common primary
" site is theliver. Serous pleural effusion
may accompany amebic hepatic abscess.
Primary pulmonary amebiasis and pri-
mary amebic bronchitis have been
reported, in which there is no direct
connection between the liver ' abscess
and the lungs, or hepatic: legions are
altogether undetectable. The characters
of the expectoration are of much signi-
ficance in the diagnosis. The “anchovy
sauce” plegm is pathognomonic of ame-

bic liver into the
‘ pleural cavity and the lung; trophozoites
of E. histolytica may be found. Cream-

coloured pus is evidence of secondary

abscess rupturing

infection. The plegm of primary pul-
monary amebic abscess is hemopurulent.
Tmportant symptoms include fever of

the remittent or intermittent type,-{vith "

or without chill and rigor, simulating
in some cases the enteric fevers, mala-
ria, tuberculosis or pyogenic’ infections;
dyspnea; cough with expectoration, at

first variable, later assuming the charac-

. solved pneumonia;

5

teristic appearance; pain in the frong
of the chest and low in the back, often
referred to the right shoulder; loss of
weight, even to cachexia. The symptoms
are severe out of proportion .to the lung

.pathology. Clinically, chest movements
- are limited; the upper boundary of liver

dullness is elevated; breath-sounds are
diminighed, with adventitious sounds,
sometimes friction rub. Signs may sug-
gest pleuritis, pleural effusion, pulmona-
ry consolidation or cavitation. Primary
pulmonary aniebiasis may resemble bron-
chopneumonia, bronchiectasis or unre-
radiological exa mi-«
nation is not always helpful, findings
often suggesting pulmonary tuberculosis.
The diagnosis has to rely upon past
history of ainebiasis, detection of ameba
in -the stools -often absent, marked
leucocytosis, and good response to eme-
tine. Six cases are cited to illustrate
the types of morbidity usually encoun-
tered: pleuritis, pleural effusion, empy-
ema, hepato-pleuro-bronchial  fistula,

lung abscess, and pneumonitis.

(Five references)
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